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[Continued from No. 13.] 


Acertain extensive contractor, (supposed to be Swift, of 
New Bedford, Massachusetts,) then in the city, had agreed 
to give Zabriskie $10,000 for his bargain—which terms 7Za- 
priskie acce, ted. When the papers were perfected, the 
contractor changed his mind, and refused tu ; »y more than 
$3,000. Zabriskie haggled for the original sum; and he, 
(Mr V.,) availing himself of this hesitation in the negotia- 
tion, and aware of the character of the transaction, stole a 
march on Zabriskie, called upon the purchaser, at Gadsby’s 
Hotel, delivered him the papers, and pocketed the $8,000. 
Zabriskie talked loftily, stormed, and insisted upon the 
whole of the money. Mr. V. laughed at his fury, held firm- 
ly to the cash, and told him (Zabriskie) he should give him 
but one-half, ($4,000)—which sum Zabriskie at last gladly 
accepted. Mr. V. observed that he (Zabriskie) knew he 
had $1,000 of the money to pay over to acertain individual; 
but who this individual was [ did not at the time inquire, 
put | have reason to suspect I have now ascertained. 

This surmise is more than strengthened from the follow- 
ing incident: Previous to < taxing any steps in this mat- 
ter, 1 called upon Mr. ———, late chief clerk in the Navy 
Department, apprising him of all the circumstances just 
stated, and the atrociously corrupt interference of the exec- 
utive in this infamous transaction. Mr. ——— was aston- 
ished—acknowledged he suspected as much; that he appre- 
hended it might seriously implicate the President and Mr. 
Henshaw; and that all the papers conneeted with this trans- 
action ought to have passed through his hands, which was 
not the case; and that, if summoned before a committee, he 
would act as became him. I mentioned to Mr. ———- my 
suspicion that the navy agent was more or less concerned 
in the matter; collateral circumstances, independent of the 
close ane? which subsisted between Mr. V. and him, 
countenanced the supposition; and that he most , ably 
was the recipient of the $1,000. Mr. ——— hegged : « to be 
very careful; expressed his surprise at the imputation—as- 
serting its py ace age , and his belief that such a rumor 
might prove highly prejudicial to the navy agent, especial- 
ly as his re-nomination by Tyler was soon to be before the 
Senate. I replied, | made no charges; and there the matter 
ended. But, to my utter astonishment, on the following 
day, 1 gleaned from Mr. —-—-— such information as places, 
in my mind, beyond all manner of doubt, the criminal par- 
ticipation of the navy —_ in this disgraceful business. 
Mr. ——— further remarked that, shortly after I left the 
Navy Department, the navy agent happened to drop in; 
when Mr. ——-—, ina bantering tone, exclaimed, ‘‘Why, 
Mr. S., it appears that you have got yourself into a pretty 
scrape: you are concerned inthe Zabriskie contract”—fur- 
ther intimating to him the information which he (Mr. ——-) 
had obtained on the subject. The navy agent was electri- 
fied; anxiously inquired who had informed him—saying 
that only one other person besides himself was privy to the 
matter; that he knew all about it: V. got $4,000, and he him- 
self OUGHT TO HAVE RECEIVED SOME OF THE 
MONEY. 

The navy agent having been apprised of my intention, 
now that the decease of my informant has placed him be- 
yond the reach of executive vengeance, as well as released 
the undersigned from the obligation of secreey,—having 
thus, I say, learned my intention ef enlisting all the honor 
and virtue and courage and patriotism of Congress in the 
investigation of this detestable case of bribery and corrup- 
tion,—has taken the alarm, and actually called afew days 
since upon the best and dearest friend I have on earth, soli- 
citing his interference to dissuade me from prosecuting this 
matter; but he has mistaken his man; for this very gentle- 
man (my respected and esti:nable friend) would be the last 
man on earth to protect ae, or screen corruption in any 
individual, no matter how exaited in rank, distinguished by 
prerogative, or depraved by a reckless abuse of power, and 
a wicked, overweening ambition. 

EUGENE McDONNELL. 


Mr. PARMENTER observed that he should not 
object to the passage of the resolution, but, un- 
willing that an erroneous impression should be made 
on the minds of the members of this House and on 
the country, he asked permission to say a few words 
in explanation. He was present, a few days since, 
in the room of the Secretary of the Navy, when 
some inquiries were made by a member of this 
House in relation to the contract referred to in the 
resolution under consideration. ‘The Secretary 
stated, very frankly, that the contract had been 
made, and also that there was some irregularity in 
the making of it. He stated that it had been made 
without going through the formality of previously 
advertising, as required by law. The Secretary 
also stated that the contract had been transferred by 
Mr. Zabriskie to another person, but his impression 
was, that he did not receive more than $1,000 or 
$1,200 for the transfer. The contract was for live 
oak timber, the whole amount being something like 
$30,000; and the person to whom it was t rred 
informed the ma Secretary of the Navy that he 
was ready to deliver the timber, but it had not been 
received, on account of the irregularity of the con- 
tract. : 

_ Mr. P. said that there certainly had been some 
irregularity in the contract, and he believed that a 
higher price had been given than if there had been 
&@ previous advertisement in conformity with law; 
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but his impression was that the sum given for the 
transfer did not exceed 1,000 or 1,200 dollars. 

_ Mr. BURKE then called for the previous ques- 
tion, under the operation of which the resolution 
was adopted. 

Mr. ADAMS submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to lay before 
the House of Representatives, if in his judgment it may be 
done without prejudice to the public interests, a copy of 
any instructions which may have been given by the execu- 
tive to the American minister in England, on the subject of 
the title toand occupation of the Territory of Oregon since 
the 4th day of March, 1841; also a copy of any correspond- 
ence which may have passed between this government and 
that of Great Britain, or between either of the two govern- 
ments and the minister of the other in relation to that sub- 
ject since that time. 


Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL (chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs) observed that he had 
no objection to the resolution, and he might say to 
the House that the negotiation was still pending, 
and that the !Touse night expect a communication 
from the President on this subject in a short time. 
[Cries of “how seoi” from all parts of the House. ] 
He heard an insi:;:iion behind him, that no com- 
munication would be received, to which he did not 
think proper to reply. He could not say precisely 
how soon a communication might be expected, be- 
cause the Secretary of State i. (oo sick for him to 
make any inquiries of hin: ut be woe authorized 
to say, that the negotivticns was stl peoding, and 
that a communication fio thie Vresiient on the sub- 
ject might be expected ins ress oun. iy short ume. 
Mr. RATHBUN, oo: lesive, meet explana- 
tion. As he presumed thot hs) he person al- 
luded to as having made aii ion, he wenld 
explain to the House that he did make t!.e remark, 
while the gentleman was te!ling the House that a 
communication might shiii, be expected from i). 
President on the subject, ‘3. «, after the Te... 
bill has passed the Senatc.’ He desired to su 
now, and he called the attention of the House to his 

rediction, that it would hear nothing from the 
President on the subject of these negotiations until 
the Texas bill had passed the Senate, or failed. 
Mr. R. concluded by calling for the previous ques- 
tion; nnder the operation of which 

The re-olution was passed, yeas 166, nays 4. 

On ivotion of Mr. MURPHY, it was 


Res.’ ‘hot it be referred to the Committee on Milita- 
ry Affair to i.quire into the propriety of erecting a proper 
sepulchre for the bones now lying at the Wallabout, of 
those soldiers of the revolution who died, by reason of 
British cruelty, on board of the Jersey prison ship, and of 
‘1 appropriate monument over them; and that the suid com 
mittee report by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. E. J. MORRIS offered the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, Th: t the Secretary of the Navy be directed to 
cause an examination of the navy-yard at | |:iladelphia to 
be made, with a view to the construction ot a dry dock; 
and to report to the next Congress upon the advantages and 
utility of such a strueture at that place. 


Mr. H. HAMLIN moved to amend by the addi- 
tion of the words ‘‘and also the navy-yard at Kit- 
tery, in the State of Maine.” 

As the resolution gave rise to debate, it went 
over, 

On motion of Mr. GRINNELL, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on C«):merce be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of waking an appropria- 
tion for the improvement of the harbor of New Bedford. 


MAGNIFICENT PROJECT. 


Mr. PRATT presented the memorial of Asa 
Whitney, esq., of New York, for a grant of govern- 
ment lands, to enable him to build a railroad from 
Lake Michigan to the Pacific ocean, with a view of 
making that the great thoroughfare to China. 

Mr. RAMSEY submitted a resolution to au- 
thorize the printing of 3,000 copies of Professor 
Johnson’s coal document; which went over, as it 
gave rise to debate. 


On the motion of Mr. HUNGERFORD, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of oemens the compensa- 
tion now paid to custom-house officers on our northern, 
northeastern, and northwestern lakes and rivers. 


On the motion of Mr. HUNGERFORD, it was 


Resulved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of authorizing the 
sale of a certain lot, owned by the government, in the yil- 
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lage of Sackett’s harbor, New York, known and distin 
guished as lot No, 15, on a map or plat of said village 


On the motion of Mr. FISH, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be directed 
to inquire and report to the House;whether any, and if any 
what further legislation is necessary to prevent the intro 
duction into this country of foreign paupers or criminals 
and that the said committee have leave to report by bill o7 
otherwise. 


On the motion of Mr. W. HUNT, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be directed 
to inquire into th: expediency of requiring the Secretary 
ofthe Treasury to publish a monthly statement, showing 
the amount of imports and exports in each month in each 
collection districts, designating, idler deparate heads 
‘Bullion and coin,” and ‘Goods and werchandise.” 


On the motion of Mr. W. HUNT, it was 


Resolved, That the Postmaster General he directed to 
communicate to this House what is the distance over the 
nearest post routes from the city of New York to Buflalo 
and Lockport, and what is the distarice on the routes over 
which the mail is usnally carried; what is the rate of post 
age charged between those places; whether the rate has 
been increased at any time, and if so, for what reason: what 
is the distance of the winter route from New York to Al 
bany and Troy, and what rate of postage is charged there 
on; and whether higher rates of postage are, or have been, 
charged over the longer than the shorter routes between 
those places. 

On the motion of Mr. B. GREEN, it was resolved, 
as follows: 

Whereas the Chief Topographical Engineer, in his report 
on the harbors of the northern lakes, dated November 15 
1844, in speaking of Big Sodus bay, and its surveys, uses 
the following language, to wit: at the time the survey was 
made, (August 1, 1844.) the lake was supposed to be three 
feet higher than its low water condition; which shows that 
in a low water condition of the lake, the passage between 
th: piers weuld not exceed about nine feet; it onght there 
foie tobe dredged out at least three feet deeper, to insure a 

pth of not less than twelve feet in all conditions of the 

\fter passing this bar, there is inside the harbor 
suficic.. depth for vessels of any size, and sufficient space 

‘ranimmense fleet. Should it ever become ae to 

1intaina large naval force on this lake, there is no place 
oa the American shore which presents greater advantages 
The ease with which the harbor may be entered; its 
spacious and commodious bay, in whieh a large fleet may 
be ma@uvred; its protectionY¥rom all winds, as well asifrom 
sudden incursions from an enemy; its position about equi 
distant from either end of the lake, by which it could afford 
prompt assistance to any point, all combine to characterize 
it as a highly favorable site for a naval depot. 

Therefore, resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expedieney of making an ap- 
propriation to dredge out the aforesaid passage between the 
piers, in accordance with the recommendation of the said 
engineer; and that the committee have leave to report by 
bill or otherwise. 


Mr. DARRAGH, pursuant to notice, introduced a 
bill to provide for the adjustment and settlement of 
claims of American citizens upon the republic of 
Mexico; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. PATERSON submitted a resolution in- 
-tructing the Committee on Accounts to inquire 
what amount of the contingent fund it will be neces- 
sary for the clerk of the House to draw, and sug- 
gesting a new mode of auditing and keeping the ac- 
counts thereof. The precise terms of the resolu- 
tion could not be procured. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. W.J. BROWN moved a reconsideration of 
the resolution offered by Mr. Parerson, and 
adopted, respecting the clerk’s power to draw on 
the contingent fund, and the amount to be drawn, 
and the mode to be adopted of keeping and auditing 
his accounts. 

Mr. PATERSON rose to explain the objeet of 
his resolution, and he called the attention of the 
House to its terms as sufficiently expressive of its 
object. 

Mr. HAMLIN, after a word or two from Mr. 
Burt, rose to debate the resolution. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON inquired if it was debatable. 

‘tic CHAIRMAN decided that it was. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON appealed from the decision of 
the Chair; but afterwards he withdrew bie sage. 

Mr. HAMLIN’ briefly explained, and advocated 
the resolution. 

After a few remarks from Mr. PATERSON and 
Mr. HOUSTON, 

Mr. HAMLIN moved the previous queston. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to lay the motion 
to reconsider on the table; rejected. 

The House refused to second the previous ques- 
tion, 
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Mr. PETTIT advoeated the reconsideration of 
te resolution amid much merriment, and not a little 
cOfusion of the House, which was continued for 
some time. 

Mr. VANCE said he thought it would be very 
well if the Honse would recollect that other people 
were here besides the members of the House, and 
that the account of their proceedings would go forth 
as on the swift wings of the wind through the coun- 
try; and he did think, in his experience here, he had 
never seen anything quite equal tothis. [Laughter, 
and cries of “louder. In order that they might 
be quieted, and have time to reflect upon the posi- 
tion they held before the country, he moved that 
this House do now adjourn. 

The House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. HAMMETT appealed to the House, in view 
of the business before them, and the shortness of 
the time remaining in which to perform it, to con- 
sumé no more time on this resolution. 

The question was taken, and the motion to recon- 
sider waa ed tu. 

Mr. PATERSON further briefly explained and 
advocated the resolution. 

—_ COBB moved that the House adjourn. Neg- 
atived. 

Mr. RATHBUN moved to lay the resolution on 
the table; but subsegently withdrew the motion. 

Objections being made to the resolution, it was 
laid over. 

Mr. BRENGLE presented resolutions of the le- 
gislature of Maryland, suggesting the propriety of 
the publication by Congress of the decisions of the 
Supreme Court, for their distribution among the sev- 
eral judicial tribunals of the States. 

On motion of Mr. JOHN P. KENNEDY, leave 
was granted to withdraw certain papers from the 
files of the House. 

Mr. CAUSIN offered a resolution directing the 
Committee on the Library to inquire into the expe- 
diency of having executed, at the national expense, 
a — commemorative of the settlement of Ma- 
ryland. 

Mr. PRESTON KING objecting, the resolution 
lies over. 

On motion of Mr. FOSTER, leave was given to 
withdraw from the files of the House certain papers. 


DELEGATES IN CONGRESS FROM THE DIS- 
TRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


On motion of Mr. SUMMERS, the Committee for 
the District of Columbia were instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of providing for one or more 
delegates from the Distriet of Columbia, to be placed 
on the same footing as the delegates of the Territo- 
ries. 

AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE, pursuant to notice, offered a 
joint resolution proposing an amendment to the con- 
stitution of the United States, in relation to the elec- 
tion of President of the United States. 

Mr. D. begged leave to say, in order to exonerate 
himself from the charge of plagiarism, that the resolu- 
tion did not originate with him, but was submitted 
to the Senate some years ago by John Taylor of 
Caroline. 

The resolution was, on motion of Mr. D., refer- 
red to the Committee on ths Judiciary, and ordered 
to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. HOPKINS, 

Ordered, That all papers belonging to, and printed by or- 


der of the House, be regularly placed on the reporters’ 
desks. 


On motion of Mr. DEBERRY, the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads were instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of providing by law for 
additional compensation to such postmasters as do 
not receive a just compensation from their effices. 

Mr. McK AY offered a resolution instructing the 
Committee on Accounts to inquire whether any of 
the books directed to be forwarded to a portion of 
the members of this House, 7 the resolution of 14th 
June last, have been reprinted since the adoption of 
the resolution, or were now in process of reprint. 

Objection being made, the resolution lies over. 

Mr. STILES offered a resolution requesting the 
Secretary of State to inform the House, if any, what 
steps have been taken to ascertain whether there 
were errors in the last census such or similar to 
those alleged to exist in the petition to this House 
of the Historical Society of New York; whether the 
result of the inquiry has been sue as to impeach 
the general correctness of the census, &<¢., &c. 

The resolution was adopted. 


Mr. CALDWELL offered a resolution directing 
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the Committee on the Library to inquire into the 
expediency of procuring, for the libraries of the gen- 


eral government, the journals of the legislatures of 
the several States; whieh was agreed to. 
WESTERN RIVERS. 

Mr. TIBBATTS gave notice that he would to- 
morrow, or some subsequent day, ask leave to 
bring in a bill making appropriations for the im- 
provement of certain wesiern rivers. 


PURCHASE OF BOOKS. 


Mr. ANDREW JOIINSON offered the follow- 
ing resolution; which lies over, on notice of debate: 


Resolved, Thata resolution, passed on the Mth day of 
June, 1844, directory to the Clerk of this House,which is in 
the following words, viz: “Resolved, That the Clerk of the 
Iiouse of Representatives be directed to furnish to such 
members of the present House of Representatives as have 
not already received them, such books as were furnished to 
the members of the 26th and 27th Congresses, including the 
14th volume of the Register of Debates, and the Congres- 
sional Globe and Appendix, published by Blair & Rives: 
Provided this resolution shall not be construed to authorize 
the reprinting of any of said books,” be, and the same is 
hereby, repealed. 

Resolved, That the appropriation of eighty-seven thou- 
sand seven hundred and seventy-five doliars for the purpose 
of paying for or buying books for members of the present, 
the twenty-eighth Congress of the United States, to be by 
them placed in their private libraries, is a species of legisla- 
tion unauthorized by the people—is saaceilty and politically 
wrong, violating the spirit of the organic law of the gov- 
ernment—and calls aloud for the immediate and prompt in- 
terference of all who are sincerely in‘ favor of retrenching 
the expenditures of the government, thereby reducing the 
taxes of the people, and putting a stop to members of Con- 
gress indirectly making themselves presents out of the 
treasury, in the form of books, to the amount of some five 
or six hundred dollars each. 

ind be it further resolved, That the Clerk ofthis House as- 
certain, as near as may be, the amount that has been paid 
out of the treasury, from time totime, in purchasing books 
for members of Congress, and report the result of such as- 
certainment to this House before its adjournment. 


TENNESSEE POST ROUTE. 


On motion by Mr. A. JOHNSON, 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
lishing a post route from Newport, in Cocke county, Ten- 
nessee, via the mouth of Chuckey and Chuckey Bend, to 
Russelville, in Jefferson county, thence by Mount Sterling 
and G. Ferris’s ferry to Rogersville, in Hawkins county. 
Tennessee. 

PENSIONS. 

On motion by Mr. BLACKWELL, 

Resolved, That the papers in the case of Nacy Smith, wid- 
ow of Charles Smith, deceased, be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensioners with instructions to inquire into 
the expediency ofallowing her a pension. 


MAP OF TEXAS. 

Mr. JOSEPH MORRIS offered the following 
resolution; which lies over on notice of debate: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be required to fur- 
nish, for the use of its members, 10,000 copies of a map of 
Texas, provided the cost does not exceed $6 per hundred 
copies. 

Mr. VANCE offered the following resolution; 
which lies over on notice of debate: 

Resolved, That the use of this hall be granted to the 
American society for the civilivation of Africa, on Thurs- 
day evening next, the 30th instant. 


HOUR RULE. 
Mr. DUNCAN offered the following resolution, 
which was read; and debate arising thereon, it was 
laid over under the rule: 


Resolved, That the 34th rule of this House, usually 
called the hour rule, be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 


COAST SURVEY. 
On motion of Mr. SCHENCK, 


Resolved, That the Seeretary of the Treasury be request- 
ed to furnish to this House a copy of the journal, and all 
the proceedings of the board, convened at Washington, in 
March, 1843, by direction of the President, in compliance 
with a proviso ‘to the appropriation for the survey of the 
coast of the United States, contained in the act making ap- 
propriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of gov- 
ernment for the fiscal year ending the 30th day of June, 1844, 
approved March 34d, 1843. 

FAILURES OF THE MAIL. 

On motion of Mr. LABRANCHE, 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Rords be instructed to inquire into the causes of the 
frequent failures of the mail between the city of Washington 
and the city of New Orleans, and report thereon, and re- 
commend such measures as will oe cma punctuality 
and speed in the conveyance of said mail. 


JUDICIARY ACT. 
Mr. SLIDELL submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which lies over on notice of debate: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be di- 
rected to inquire into the expediency of repe so much 
of the 12th section of the judiciary act of 24th September, 
1789, as gives to the circuit court of the United States ju- 


risdiction of all civil suits at common law or in equity, where 

an alien is a party, or the suit is between a citizen of the 

— where a suit is gbrought by a citizen of the United 
tates. 


FALLS OF THE OHIO. 
_Mr. HENLEY submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered, and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation 
for the construction of a canal around the falls of the Ohio 
river, on the Indiana side, of suitable dimensions to answer 
the purposes of the increasing commerce of that river. 


INDIANA CENTRAL CANAL. 

Mr. WM. J. BROWN submitted the following 
resolution; which lies over, on notiee of debate: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the oer of granting to the 
State of Indiana an dmount of land equal to each alternate 
section for the whole line of the Central canal to its junc- 
tion with the Wabash and Erie canal, forthe purpose of aid- 
ing the State in the construction ofthe same. 


WABASH AND ERIE CANAL. 
Mr. JOSEPH A. WRIGHT, by general con- 


sent, obtained leave, and introduced a bill to confirm 
to the State of Indiana certain lands for the con- 
tinuation of the Wabash and Erie canal, and for 
other purposes; which was read twice, and referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 
JOINT OCCUPANCY OF OREGON. 

Mr. FICKLIN submitted the following resolu- 

tion; which lies over, on notice of debate: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Affairs inquire 
into the necessity und expediency of giving one year’s no- 
tice to Great Britain, in orderto terminate, at the earliest 
practicable period, the joint occupancy of the Territory of 
Oregon between this government and that of Great Britain, 
and that they report by bill or otherwise. 

ILLINOIS AND MICHIGAN CANAL. 
_ Mr. HARDIN submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which lies over one day: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill 
authorizing the Secretary of the Navy to have an examina- 
tion made ofthe Illinois and Michigan canal, with aview to 
inquire into the ee and practicability of the gov- 
ernment assisting the State of Illinois in making that canal 
of sufficient size to permit the passage of war steamers and 
sloops, in order to provide for the naval defences of the 
northern lakes. 

PRE-EMPTION RIGHTS. 
_ Mr. SAMPLE submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which lies over, on notice of debate: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be in- 

ae into the expediency of extending the time of per- 
ecting prospective pre-emption rights under the act of 
1842, to three years; and also to provide for the compensa- 
tion of settlers onthe public lands on the Miami Reserve, 
which were selected by the State of Indiana for canal pur- 
poses, and were not confirmed by the land office depart- 
ment, in conformity, as near as may be, to an act of the State 
of Indiana in like cases. 
CUMBERLAND ROAD. 

Mr.CALEB B. SMITH submitted the follow- 
ing resolution; which lies over, on notice of debate: 

Resolved, That the Senate bill, No. , making an appro- 
priation for the continuation of the Cumberland road in 
the States of Ohio, Indiana, and I]linois, be made the special 
order of the day for Monday, the 3d day of February. 


MAIL CONTRACTS. 

Mr. WENTWORTH offered the following res- 
olution; which lies over, on notice of debate: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be requested toinquire into the propriety of re- 
lieving Martin O. Walker from all restrictions imposed up- 
on him by the Post Office Department in relation to bidding 
for mail contracts. 

PUBLIC DEFAULTERS. 

Mr. WENTWORTH submitted the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to lay before this House the names of all persons 
who have become defaulters to the government since March 
4, 1841; the sums in which they are respectively in default, 
and the names of all persons against whom criminal prose- 
cutions have been commenced for defalcations committed 
since the date before mentioned: and, if no prosecutions 
have been commenced, the reasons why they have not been 
commenced. 

Mr. CHAPMAN asked the gentleman to accept 
the following as an amendment to his resolution: 

And also what officers are now in office who are indebted 
to the government of the United States as defaulters, and 
the reasons why such persons are kept in office. 


Mr. WENTWORTH accepted the amendment. 

Mr. THOMPSON asked if a similar resolution 
had not already been d. 

Mr. WENTWORTH said no, there was a mate- 
rial difference between his resolution and the one 
that had passed the House. 

The resolution was then laid over, on notice of de- 
bate. 
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LAND SALES. 

Mr. TUCKER, on leave, introduced a bill to 
amend the act entitled an act to confirm the sale of 
public lands in certain cases; which was read twice, 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


MILITARY ROAD. 
Mr, THOMPSON submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canals be in- 
structed to inquire into the ae of reporting a bill 
making an appropiation for the survey of a military road 
from Helana, in the State of “Arkansas, to the highlands in 
the State of Mississippi. 


PURCHASE OF BOOKS. 
Mr. BELSER submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 


Resolved, That each member of this House who may have 
received books by its order, amounting in value to one hun- 
dred dollars and upwards, be hereby required either to re- 
turn the same, or to pay their value to the clerk thereof. 

Mr. BLACK offered the following amendment: 


And that all such members of any previous Congress who 
may have received guns, either smooth bored or rifled, or 
other fire-arms from the government, be required by the 
clerk of this House to return the same in good order to said 
clerk, free of freight or other charge, in pursuance of the 
terms on which they received them. 


The resolution was then laid over, on notice of de- 
bate. 


Mr. CHAPMAN submitted the following resolu- 


tion. 


Resolved, That in the appointments to office under the 
government of the United States, the members of this House 
consider that each State and Territory ought to have its due 
proportion according tojthe population thereof, as far as may 
be found practicable consistently with the public interest; 
and that the appointments hereafter to be made ought so to 
be regulated as to equalize the proportion among the States 
and Territories as atoresaid. 


Mr. WENTWORTH offered to amend the reso- 
lution by adding the words: ‘‘provided there are not 
men enough in the District of Columbia and the States 
of Virginia and Maryland to hold said offices.” 


The resolution was then laid over, on notice of de- 
bate. 


The House then adjourned. 


The following notices of petitions presented to- 


day, were handed to the reporter by the members 
presenting them: 


By Mr. McILVAINE: The petition of Abraham Hamor 
and 28 others, citizens of Pennsylvania, praying for the pas- 
sage ofa law making a participation in the domestic slave- 
trade on the high seas a penal offence, as the same act in re- 
lation to the trade with Africa has been. The petition of 
John Agnew and 34 others, citizens of Pennsylvania, pray- 
ing for the repeal of all laws which sanction or sustain 
slavery in the District of Columbia or in the Territories, so 
that the national government may, as far as possible, cease 
tointerfere with the subject ef slavery, and protect all per- 
eee its jurisdiction in the exercise of their natural 
ng its. 

By Mr. HALE: The petition of Daniel P. Cilley and 117 
others, citizens of Manchester, New Hampshire, for the abo- 
lition of slavery inthe District of Columbia and the Territo- 
ries. The petition of Henry Phelps, jr., and 62 others, citi- 
zens of Groton, New Hampshire, that slavery may be abol- 
ished in the District of Columbia and the Territories. ‘The 
petition of S. C. Buzzell and 38 others, citizens of Northwood, 
New Hampshire, for the abolition of slavery in the District 
of Columbia and the Territories: all of which were respec- 
tively referred to the Committee for the District of Colum- 
bia. The remonstrance of Daniel P. Cilley and 129 others, 
citizens of Manchester, New Hampshire, against the annex- 
ation of Texas to the Union. The remonstrance of 8. C. 
Buzzell and 43 others, citizens of Northwood, New Hamp- 
shire, against the annexation of Texas to the Union. The 
remonstrance of J. B. Chapman and 80 others, citizens of 
Nashua, New Hampshire, against the annexation of Texas 
to the Union: all of which were respectively referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. H. HAMLIN: The petition of James Jenkins and 
149 others, merchants, ship-owners, and citizens of Maine, 
for the erection of a light-house at Caryfort’s Reef, Florida; 
and also a light-house on Hat Key, Florida: referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. LUMPKIN: The petition of George Taylor, of 
Gilmer county, in the State of Georgia, for five years’ pay 
as an invalid soldier anterior to the 20th day of May, 1843: 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. TYLER: The petition of N. Dayton, and other 
members and officers of the court of Oyer and Terminer of 
the county of Chautauque, New York, praying fora reduc- 
tion of the rates of postage. Also, the petition of Safford 
va and others, citizens of Chautauque county, New 
York, praying for a rednction of the rates of postage. 

By Mr. NES: Two petitions numerously signe by citi- 
zens of Adams county, Pennsylvania, praying Congress to 
pass enactments to reduce the present rates o postage. 

By Mr. ABBOTT: The petition of Moses Stuart and 87 
others, officers and students of the Theological Seminary 
and of Phillips Academy, at Andover, Massachusetts, re- 
spectfully and earnestly requesting that a law may be 
passsed which shall materially diminish the rates of post- 


e. 
By Mr. WASHINGTON HUNT: Two petitions of citizens 
of Niagara county, New York, for the abolition of slavery 


in the District of Columbia, and the re ys sanc- 
tioning slavery. iat 
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By Mr. JOHN W. DAVIS: The petition of James L. Loyd, 
of Owen county, Indiana, prayiug an increase of pension as 
a wounded marine, accompanied by certain testimony from 
the War Department 

By Mr. RATHBUN: The petition of John A. Barker and 
others, to abolish the franking privilege, and to reduce post- 
age on half-ounce letters to two cents, if prepaid: referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. FREEMAN H. MORSE: The petition of citizens 
of South Thomaston, Lincoln county, Maine, asking for the 
establishment of a post office in South Thomaston. 

By Mr. PHCENIX: The memorial of ship owners, under- 
writers, masters of vessels, und others, intavor of erecting 
light-houses on Cary’s Foot Reef, and on Sombrero or Hat 
Key, off the southwestern extremity of the coast of Florida 

By Mr. BAKER: The petition of Samuel D. Sizer, of 
Springfield, Massachusetts, asking compensation for an in- 
vention for packing and boxing muskets, and for services in 
relation thereto. 

By Mr. HENRY DODGE: Three petitions signed by 140 
citizens of the town of Milwaukie, Territory of Wisconsin, 
asking Congress for an appropriation for the construction of 
a harbor at the mouth of the Sheboygan river, on the west- 
ern shore of Lake Michigan, in said Territory. A petition 
signed by 34 citizens of the Territory of Wisconsin, asking 
Congress for an appropriation for the erection ef a light- 
house at the mouth of Sac Harbor, on the western shore of 
Lake Michigan: referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. CARPENTER: The petition of 142 citizens of 
Whitestown, in the State of New York, for the adoption 
ofa system ofuniform and cheap postage, having for its 
basis a fixed rate of two cents postage on letters not exceed- 
ing half an ounce in weight: referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. SEVERANCE: The petition of Drummond Farns- 
worth and four others, on behalf of the liberty convention 
of the State of Maine, that Rev. Joshua Leavitt may have a 
desk assigned him asa reporterin the House. Petition of 
Jacob Ames and others, of Chesterville, Maine, against an- 
nexation of Texas. Petitionof John Chaney for arrears of 
pension. 

By Mr. SAMPLE: The petition of J. L. Jarnegan and 76 
other citizens of South Bend, Indianz, praying the abolition 
of the slave trade in the District of Columbia. The petition 
of Frances Slocum, ofthe Miami tribe of Indians, praying 
thatthe annuity due to herself, her children, a grand 
children, may, after the removal of the Indians, be payable 
at Fort Wayne or Peru. 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of John Sears, jr., 
and others, for a donation of land for the completion of the 
Illinois and Michigan canal: referred to the Committee on 
the Public Lands. The proceedings of a public meeting in 
the city of Chicago, fora reduction of postage: referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. ANDREW STEWART: The petition of citizens 
of Huntingdon county, Pennsylvania, for a reduction of 
postage: referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

By Mr. TILDEN: The memorial of Pierpont Edwards and 
sundry other citizens of Canfield, Trumbull county, Ohio, 
praying fora reduction to two cents on all letters not ex- 
ceeding one half ounce in weight: referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. Memorial of Abner 
Horr and sundry other citizens of Shalorsville, Portage 
county, Ohio, praying for the improvement of the Fox and 
Wisconsin rivers: referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals. 

By Mr. THOMASSON: The petition of J. J. Sanford and 
others: referred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

By Mr. SLIDBLL: The petition of the Pontchartrain 
Railroad Company, foraid in the construction and support 
of harbor on Lake Pontchartrain: referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. Petition of B. Brower & Co., importers of 
glass ware at New Orleans, for a reduction of duties on 
glass ware: referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

By Mr. SCHENCK: The petition of Jeremiah Emens and 
148 other citizens of Preble county, Ohio, praying for an ap- 
propriation to complete the Cumberland road. 

By Mr. A. P. STONE: The memorial of James Russel and 
1,022 citizens of the State of Ohio, praying for the building 
of a national planetarium: referred to the Joint Committee 
on the Library. 

By Mr. HARALSON: The petition of Giles S. Boggs, 
praying remuneration for losses sustained by him as express 
mail contractor in 1836. 

By Mr. HOUSTON: The petition and papers of R. Tharp, 
sr., praying that a law may be passe’ allowing him a revo- 
lutionary pension: referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespar, January 29, 1845. 


Mr. STURGEON presented a petition from Cad- 
wallader Evans, of Pittsburgh, praying the govern- 
ment to purchase his invention to prevent the ex- 

losion of steam-boilers. Also, a memorial from 

r. Wm. M. Wright, of the city of Pittsburgh, 
representing that he has invented an efficient, cer- 
tain, and delicate mode of indicating the temper and 
pressure of steam-boilers, and of preventing their 
explosion, which he prays the government to test, 
and if found good, to purchase the patent for the 
invention. 

Mr. S. made some remarks touchi 
the inventions, and expressed the vpinion that the 
subject was one which should engage the attention 
of Congress, not only in consequence of the vast 
property, but great amount of human life, hazarded 
upon our rivers and lakes and the ocean by the lia- 
bility of steam-boilers to explosion. For one, he 
was willing to recommend the appropriation of an 





the merits of 


adequate fund, to be applied by the Navy or War 
Department in testing the sufliciency of ‘all inven- 
tions to prevent such explosions. On motion, the 
petitions were referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented a remonstrance 
from 29 inhabitants of Delaware county, in the 
State of New York, against the annexation of Tex- 
as to the United States: referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
Hugh Rush and 29 other citizens of the State of 
Pennsylvania, remonstrating against the annexation 
of ‘Texas to the United States: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. WOODBURY presented a petition from 
Alexander Tait, formerly a workman on the Patent 
Office, praying the payment of the amount of money 
to which he 1s entitled under the law for the relief 
of the workmen on that building during the suspen- 
sion of the labor thereon, without taking the oath 
required by the board of commissioners, that he did 
not consider himself discharged by such suspen- 
sion: referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported a bill authorizing the settlement of 
the accounts of Joseph Nourse; which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

On motion by COLQUITT, the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims were discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the memorial of the directors 
and professors of William and Mary College, pray- 
ing indemnity for losses sustained by that institution 
during the revolutionary war. 

Mr. BARROW, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a joint resolution, authorizing the 
construction of a barrack at Pass Christian; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

On motion by Mr. EVANS, the Committee on 
Finance was discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the claim of Harvey and Slagg, on the ground 
that the committee were not called upon im any 
way to examine into the validity of the claim by the 
paper before them. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, made an adverse report on the pe- 
tition of Alden Partridge, asking for a loan by the 
government of certain arms and accoutrements for 
the use of the military institution of which he is the 
head; which was ordered to lie on the table, and be 
printed. h 

Mr. PEARCE, from the Committee on the Li- 
brary, reported back, without amendment, the bill 
from the House for the purchase of certain copies 
of the history of Oregon, California, and the other 
territories on the northwestern coast of North Amer- 
ica. 


Mr. UPHAM presented the resolutions of the leg- 
islature of Vermont, instructing the senators and 
requesting the representatives from that State to use 
their influence to procure the passage of a law for a 
reduction of the rates of postage and a curtailment 
of the franking privilege: read and ordered to be 
printed. 


Also resolutions from the same source, declaring 
strongly in favor of the tariff of 1842, and of a dis- 
tribution of the proceeds of the sales of the public 
lands; instructing the senators and requesting the 
representatives from that State to use their exertions 
to prevent the repeal of the former, and to procure 
the enactment of a law to carry out the principls of 
distribution: read and ordered to lie on the table. 

Also from the same source, resolutions express- 
ing strongly the opinion of that body that Congress 
has no power under the constitution to annex to this 
government a foreign and independent State; also 
expressing the opinion that, if the power existed, it 
would be unjust and inexpedient to exercise it. 

Mr. UPHAM said, that upon this question there 
was but one feeling in the State of Vermont, as well 
in the legislature as among the people; and that was, 
a settled hostility to the annexation. These resolu- 
tions were by an almost unanimous vote 
through the legislature of Vermont. The members 
of the legislature did not deny that foreign territory 
may aie certain circumstances be annexed to the 
United States; but it must be in the exercise of some 
expressed power a by the constitution; but 
they all deny that Congress has the power of an- 
nexing foreign territory under any conditions what- 
ever. If the power exist at all, and be exercised in 
any form, it must be by the treaty-making power. 

The resolutions were read and ordered to lie on 
the table, 
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THE STOLEN TREASURY NOTES. 

4 motion of Mr. EVANS, the previous orders 
of the day were postponed, and the bill to provide 
for the payment of evidences of public debt in cer- 
tain cases, was taken up for sitesi as in com- 
mittee of the whole, and after a short explanation by 
Mr. Evans, was reported to the Senate, and ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion by Mr. TAPPAN, leave was granted 
to withdraw from the files the papers in support of 
the claim of a schooner lost, as he alleges, in the ser- 
vice of the government. 

The following bills from the House were read 
twice, and referred, as follows: 

The act giving the assent of Congress to the sale 
of certain salt spring lands heretofore granted to the 
States of Michigan and Illinois: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

The act to change the time of holding the circuit 
and criminal courts in the county of Washington: 


— to the Committee on the District of Colum- 
bia, 


The act giving the courts of Wisconsin and Towa 
jurisdiction over offences committed in the Indian 
territory within their borders: referred to the Judi- 
ciary Committee. - 

r. ASHLEY, on leave, introduced a bill supple- 
— to the act entitled an act appropriating the 
pr s of the sales of the public lands, and to 
grant pre-emption rights, approved the 4th of Sep- 
tember, 1841, so as to allow of the enty of quarter 
quarter sections; which was read twice, and referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 


The joint resolution of the House for the benefit 
of Francie Slocum and others was read twice, and 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs; and the 
bill from the House for the relief of the heirs of 
John Heart, deceased, was read twice, and referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. JARNAGIN moved to take up the resolution 
in relation to the contract for the removal of the 
Choctaw Indians. He remarked that he knew 
nothing of the transactions himself, though he had 
received many letters making rem en about this 


contract. He hoped there would be no objection 
to the resolution. 


The resolution was taken up, when 

Mr. WALKER expressed a hope that the reso- 
lution would pass. e believed that all the infor- 
mation called for had been already reported to the 
other House; and a copy of that report could be 
easily communicated to the Senate. 

The resolution was then adopted, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War inform the Senute 
what contracts have heretofore been made for the tremoval 
of the Choctaws remaining east of the Mississippi river, and 
for their subsistence for twelve months after their arrival in 
the country assigned to them west of the Mississippi, and 
that he furnish a copy of all such contracts; whether any 
advertisements were made of the intention of the govern- 
ment to makesuch contracts; and if not, whether proposals 
for said contracts were made by any other persons than 
those to whom such contracts were let. If such proposals 
were received and examined, whether, at the time they 
were opened, the present contractors were the lowest bid- 
ders for both of said contracts; and if not. who was the 
owest bidder, and under what circumstances the present 
contractors became the lowest bidders; what amount of 
money has been advanced to these contractors on account 
of said contracts; when, and to whom; whether there is any 
centract, agreement, or understanding that the contractors 
are to have @y additional allowance for ferriages, or other 
causes; and, ifso, what is the nature of the said contract, 
cproement. or understanding; whether said contractors, 
if any contracts have been made, have given bond and se- 
curity for their faithful performance, in what amount, and 
the names of their sureties; whether any allegations have 
been made to the department against the sufficiency of said 
sureties, and what steps have been taken in relation thereto; 
and whether the department has required from the con- 
tractors additional surety, whether the same has been 
given, and if so, the names of such bondsmen; and what 
steps have been taken by the contractors for the removal of 
the said Indians; by what time, under said contracts, were 
they bound to havea party under way, and whether any 
have yet started on their journey. And that he inform the 
Senate further, what amount of scrip has been issued by 
the department in the name and for the use of certain Choc- 
taw Indians, under the act of Congress ofthe 23d August, 
1849; to whom said scrip has been delivered, and a copy of 
the instructions given to such agent; whether said agent is 
in any manner interested in either of the contracts above 
referred to; whether he has given security for the faithful 
distribution of said scrip, and in what amount, and who are 
his securities. And that he inform the Senate further, 
whether he has given any,instructions himself, or caused 
them to be given by any other person, to the Choctaw 
agent, asking and requiring him to license any person to 
trade with the Choctaw Indians in the country west, and if 
#0, the name of the person so licensed; and that he commu- 
nicate copies of ali communications in his office in relation 
to sail subjects. 


On motion of Mr. MILLER, it was 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to com 


municate to the Senate how many of the officers of the revo- 
lutionary army died in the service between the 30th of No- 
vember, 1782, the date of the provisional articles of peace, 
and the 3d of November, 1783; and whether the representa- 
tives of any such officer have received bounty lands under 
the resolutions of Congress passed in 1776, or under any 
subsequent law or pesstation of Congress. 

On motion by Mr. BAYARD, the previous or- 
ders were postponed, and the bill ey to 
the act entitled an act to provide for the enlistment 
of boys in the naval service, was taken up as in 
committee of the whole, considered, and reported to 
the Senate. 

Mr. WOODBURY suggested to the senator from 
Delaware the propriety onion an amendment, 
the character of which was not heard. 

Mr. BAYARD yielded to the suggestion; and the 
bill was ordered to lie on the table for the present. 

Mr. JOHNSON, on leave, introduced a bill for 
the relief of William P. Allen and Martin Thomas; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON presented the petition of 
Daniel Bain, in relation to improvements in steam 
boilers: referred to the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs. 

The report of the Commissioner of Patents was 
received, laid on the table, and a motion of Mr. 
Puetpes, to™print 5,000, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Printing. 

POST OFFICE REFORM. 

The general orders having been called, 

On motion by Mr. MERRICK, the unfinished 
business of yesterday was reaumed, being the bill to 
reduce the rates of postage, to limit the use and cor- 
rect the abuse of the franking privilege, and for 
the prevention of frauds on the revenues of the Post 
Office Department. : 

The CHAIR stated the pending question to be 
onthe amendment proposed by the Senator from 
New Jersey, [Mr. Mitter,] namely: to amend the 
first section by striking out the specification of the 
two rates of postage, 5 cents and 10 cents, and in- 
serting the provision of the bill of last session as 
amended by the Senate, namely, 3 cents on single 
letters for 30 miles, 5 cents for 100 miles, 10 cents 
for 300 miles, and 15 cents for all greater distances; 
double, treble, quadruple letters, &c., to be charged 
ratably in the same proportion. 

Mr. MILLER, at the request of Mr. MER- 
RICK, who wished to make the verbal amend- 
ment which he suggested yesterday, withdrew his 
amendment for a few moments. 

On motion by Mr. MERRICK, the first section 
was amended by inserting the words, “not exceed- 
ing half an ounce in weight,” after the words, and 
every letter composed of a single piece of paper. The 
object was to allow country persons, such as farm- 
ers, accustomed to write letters on coarse paper, 
to use it still, without incurring double postage on 
a single sheet. 

Mr. MILLER then renewed his motion toamend 
the bill as above stated. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON moved to amend the 
amendment by striking out the rates therein speci- 
fied, and inserting three cents on each single letter 
carried a distance not exceeding 50 miles, five cents 
oneach for 250 miles, and ten cents for all greater 
distances. He stated that his object was ‘to 
substitute 3, 5, and 10 cents, for distances 
of 50, 250 miles, and all beyond 250, in lieu 
the 3,5, 10, and 15 cents, proposed by the senator 
from New Jersey, on distances of 30, 100, 300 
miles, and all beyond 300. He stated that it was 
his conviction that the rates of postage which he 
proposed would not only yield more revenue than 
either the rates in the original bill, or those pro- 
posed by the senator from New Jersey, but that 
they would also draw into the regular mail a much 
larger portion of the correspondence now trans- 
mitted outside of the mail, than any other proposi- 
tion likely to meet favor with the Senate. _ 

Mr. MERRICK opposed both propositions, on 
the ground that no plan could, with safety to the 
department, be tried at present but that matured by 
the Post Office Committee. He invoked gentlemen 
to keep in mind what he had so repeatedly urged 
upon their attention, that it was not by underbidding 

rivate expresses that the department could sustain 
itself; nor was it the distance of transportation that 
constituted the cost which was to regulate the dif- 
ference of rates. He had several times urged the 
recorded fact, which might be found on reference to 
the reports of the department, that office service 
and manipulation of mail matter constituted half 
the expense; and therefore it was just, so far as that 
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went, to charge the same rate fora letter sent 30 
miles as for one sent 1,000 miles. It was only in 
relation to the other half of the rate that the cost of 
transportation entered as an element calling for 
difference in regard to letters sent a short or a long 
distance. He hoped the Senate would discounte- 
nance any alteration of the bill, and reject these 
amendments. 

Mr. MILLER felt assured that the rates and dis- 
tances proposed in the original bill would fail of 
meeting public expectation, or of remedying the grie- 
vances complained of by the department in relation 
to the interference of private or public expresses. In 
cases where 6} cents is the postage now on single 
letters, the rate of the bill would be 5 cents; and, as 
the senator from New Hampshire very justly re- 
marked yesterday, a reduction of a mere cent and a 
quarter would have no effect whatever in either 
bringing additional correspondence into the mail, or 
in putting down the competition of expresses. Be- 
sides, the senator from Maryland was altogether 
mistaken in his position that the cost of office ser- 
vice and manipulation of letters was the same on 
short as on long distances. The mails carried long 
distances have frequently to be shifted and parcelled 
out on their routes, occasioning much more office 
service and manipulation than could possibly be re- 
quired on those sent short distances. 

Mr. SIMMONS said he should vote for the 
amendment to the amendment. He preferred it to 
the provision already in the bill; or to the proposi- 
tion submitted by the senator from New Jersey 
{Mr. Mitter.] The only question in his mind 
was the policy of reducing the rates of postage 
under fifty miles; but it was more in conformity 
with the existing law that the reduction should take 
place. The chairman of the committee [Mr. Mer- 
Rick] urged with great force and earnestness the 
consideration that the expense of the establishment 
was equal to that of the transportation of the mails, 
and that, therefore, a letter going thirty miles costs 
at the least one halfas much as one going a thou- 
sand miles. Now, according to his view of the 
question, the senator from Maryland was entirely 
mistaken. The transportation of the mails embraces 
the cost of carrying newspapers and all printed mat- 
ter; which he ventured to say was four times as 
much as that of carrying the manuscript. All this 
excessive expense in carrying the printed matter 
had to be borne by the letter correspondence of the 
country; and that was the evil which was complain- 
ed of, and which required to be removed. Every- 
body must know there is more expense in the office 
service upon the letter which had to goa great dis- 
tance, than one which had but a short distance to 
go; from the fact that the package is handled over a 
great many times. But he considered that the 
office service for any of these letters could not be 
over one cent upon each letter—if that much. Sup- 
posing, then, that it should cost a cent, it was obvi- 
our that the additional yea was in the trans- 
portation of the mail, and that was in a great degree 
in proportion to the distance, if not actually so. 
He should be perfectly satisfied with five and ten 
cents as the extremes; although there was perhaps 
a propriety in reducing below that for the accom- 
modation of neighborhoods. 

What was the object in view in the passage of 
this bill? The prevent the interference of expresses, 
and to preclude the carrying of letters by private 
hands. This interference by private hands was uni- 
formly within a distance that could be travelled with- 
in twenty-four hours. Letters were not generally 
committed to the care of individuals if they were to 
stop over night, and take a rest on the journey. The 
mail did not stop in that way; and the principal in- 
terference with the revenue of this department was 
upon those short routes where the journey was per- 
formed in ten or twelve hours. hat was the re- 
duction proposed upon letters from Albany to New 
York, whi was perhaps one of the greatest tho- 
roughfares in the country? The present rate of 
postage was twelve and a half cents; and the bill 
proposes to reduce it to ten cents. Now, he sub- 
mitted to the chairman of the committee, if he [Mr. 
Merrick] supposed that a reduction of two and a 
half cents upon letters going this route, and all that 
class of letters, would make the slightest difference, 
or at all change the character of the service? Would 
they not go precisely as they now go—part in the 
mail, and part out of the mail? 

It appeared to him that this poe made a small 
and trifling reduction upon those routes which are 
greatly interfered with, and made a vast reduction 
where there was scarcely any interference. For in- 
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stance: the present rate of postage for distances over 
four hundred miles is 25 cents. This was reduced 
in the bill 60 per cent. 

it was not easy to avoid the mail service in this 
distance; but when it came down to distances where 
it was convenient, there is only a reduction of 20 

r cent. or less—not one-third as much where there 
is no complaint, as where the whole cause of com- 
plaint exists. Now it appeared to him that Con- 
gress, if it touch this subject at all, ought to satisfy 
the community; and if there could be any doubt as 
to the cost of this service, look at what had been 
done by private individuals. Why, they go around 
and gather these letters; and take the pains to de- 
liver them at the end of their journey for 6 cents, 
where the mail does it for 12} cents. It was man- 
ifest, then, that the reduction proposed by the sen- 
ator from Maryland would not have the slightest 
influence upon this private interference. He [Mr. 
Merrick] insisted that these rates of postage were 
the greatest possible reduction that could be made, 
consistent with the interests of the department, and 
thatno greater reduction could be made without 
to its revenue. Now, what was the experience of 
England? Throughout that entire realm, letters are 
carried fora single penny. The proposition here 
was not to reduce toa penny, but to carry letters 
short distances for 50 per cent. more than they have 
in Engand—if 200 miles, 250 per cent. more, and 
soon. Yet this is called extreme reduction! The 
charge is to be three times as much as in England, 
by the proposition of the senator from Maryland, 
and gentlemen call even that extreme reduction. 
From all he could gather from the reports of the 
progress of the mail service in England, he believed 
that the great reduction there had quadrupled the 
correspondence, since the commencement of that 
reduction; and he saw no reaton why it should not 
be quadrupled in this country. He saw no reason 
why we should not have as great an increase here, 
as they had there, by this reduction. At all events, 
from what reflection he had been able to give this 
subject, he was of opinion that the reduction pro- 
posed by the senator from Connecticut [Mr. Hun- 
TINGTON] was necessary to sustain the department. 

It was the proper reduction; and he believed 
there would be more postage, more money and more 
revenue had by this than by a less reduction. If the 
country be satisfied and the department sustained, 
certainly the only object which there could be in 
making any alteration in the post office system 
would be accomplished. He believed that 10 
cents was quite as high asought to be charged upon 
a letter from any part of the Union to another. It 
was five times as high as was charged in England; 
and he was sorry that the head of the Post Office 
Department and the chairman of the Committee on 
the Post Office were of opinion that any greater re- 
duction thrn that contemplated in the bill would be 
injudicious. He believed himself that a reduction 
toa — extent than was now proposed by the 
amendment of the senator from Connecticut, {Mr. 
Huntineton,} would be even better for raising rev- 
enue; but, at the same time, he was satisfied with 
this, and believed it would afford general satisfac- 
tion to the community. But if, in the experiment, 
a reduction of postage were made which would 
leave the same discontent upon the public mind 
that now exists, it would be an absolute reduction 
of revenue to the extent that it reduces the postage 
without increasing the correspondence. The only 
proper way was to go low enough to produce satis- 
faction in the public mind. If, in attempting to do 
this, it should turn out that the reductions were too 
great, and the postage inadequate to support the ex- 
penses of the department, the public would be con- 
tent to have the rates raised. It had been tried in 
England and had proved successful. The people 
of this country had a right to expect a reduction; 
and although it was not assumed that the postage 
in this country could be reduced to jthe same ex- 
treme low rates, they had a right to expect such a 
reduction as would command the business and ef- 
fect the object of getting rid of these onerous bur- 
dens. If, under the change, there was not revenue 
enough, they would be content and willing to have 
the rates raised. He hoped, therefore, that the 
proposition of the senator from Connecticut would 
prevail. 

Mr. MERRICK said the senator from Rhode 
Island was mistaken in supposing the revenue of the 
British post office from penn tage was sufficient 
to sustain the department. The fact was, that the 
penny postage fell far short of supplying rev- 
rev to meet the expenditures. It was the col- 





onial and foreign postage, amounting to from one 
to four shillings per letter, that enabled the British 
post-office department to sustain itself. 

Mr. SIMMONS observed that he had merely 
stated the fact that the internal correspondence had 
increased four-fold since the adoption of the penny- 
postage system. 

Mr. BREESE said, in submitting the proposition 
to amend the bill, so as to establish a uniform rate 
of postage of five cents for all distances, he was 
acting in obedience to the instructions of the gen- 
eral assembly of the State from which he came. At 
the last session, he had submitted the same proposi- 
tion, and it recetved but six votes; and, from the in- 
dications around him, he expected it would now 
share a fate no better. The chairman of the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads has told 
us that the subject of post-office reform has excited 
much of the public attention. This is true, said 
Mr. B.; and in no one of the western States more 
than in Illinois. Two years since, the general as- 
sembly of that State, in a very able memorial, ad- 
dressed to Congress, advised a uniform rate of five 
cents, and sustained the recommendation by much 
able argument. Since then, public meetings had 
been held in different parts of the State, all mani- 
festing a great uniformity of sentiment on this all- 
important subject. ‘The experience of the past, and 
much reflection,had convinced him that more revenue 
would be derived from the reduction proposed by him 
than from the plan proposed by the bill as reported, 
or from the amendment submitted by the senator 
from New Jersey, [Mr. Mitier,] or from that sub- 
mitted by the senator from Connecticut, [Mr. Hun- 
TinctTon.| ‘The people, Mr. B. said, expected a 
reform in the system; and this reform embraced not 
only a reduction of postage, but a change in the 
manner of rating letters, by resorting to weight, in 
preference to pieces. ‘This practice of rating by the 
piece was a very bad one, and gave rise, not unfre- 
quently, to the perpetration of crime, by purloining 
money from letters which, by the scrutiny of a 
faithless clerk, might be discovered to be inclosed in 
them; and, besides, it subjected all our correspond- 
ence to an unpleasant scrutiny, and toa system of 
surveilance in its results and consequences very de- 
moralizing. By regulating the postage on sealed 
packets by weight, not only a more equitable rate, 
with increased uniformity and simplicity, would be 
given, but this most discreditable practice of prying 
into their contents, so offensive to the public, and so 
demoralizing to the agent who performs the duty 
also, will be effectually avoided. 

Mr. B. said he believed the sentiment was uni- 
versal, that a thorough radical change in the system 
was necessary—not any half-way measure, like 
this now before us, which, in his judgment, if 
adopted, would break down the department—but a 
radical change. The present high rates has brought 
the department and the system into disrepute, and 
means are sought Py which to be relieved from its 
oppressions. Penal laws cannot effect the object. 
It isin vain to resort to them. Your law must be 
in accordance with public sentiment, or it will be 
evaded; and on this question public opinion is 
greatly in advance of Congress. {t is characteristic 
of the American people, to = aready obedience 
to the laws, even to those that are manifestly un- 
just; and the post office law has always been regard- 
ed, until the fact was plainly established, that, 
in its whole operation, it was unjust and oppressive, 
and means have been taken in all parts of the coun- 
try to obtain relief from its oppressions. Enact 
a law that shall graduate with public opinion, and 
no attempt will be made to evade it. habit will 
be at once created of an entire dependence upon 
the public mails for all our correspondence, and 
private expresses will receiye no countenance or 
su port. . . ; 

The chairman of the committee has told us, (said 
Mr. B.) that the reduction of the ratesin England 
had increased the number of letters four or five fold. 
His language, as reported in the National Intelli- 
gencer, 1s: 

“In England, the increase, in consequenste of reduced 
postage, has been four or five fold. He would not suppose 
so great an increase here, because he did not contemplate 
so greata reduction; but he thoughtan increase of twenty 
per cent. might safely be calculated upon.” 

Mr. B. said, this appeared to him to yield the point 
that the greater the reduction of the rates of post- 
age, the greater would be the increase of letters or 
correspondence. This fact is sufficiently establish- 
edin England. In 1840, when their ow | system 
was introduced, the whole number of letters charge- 


able with postage passing through their post office, 
was not much over sixty-two millions—now it is 
more than two hundred and thirteen millions. 

From this (said Mr. B.) we may judge with toler- 
able accuracy what will be the results here, for we 
have a much larger population who would use the sys- 
tem than there is in Great Britain; and besides there 
are the facilities there of frequent nal intercourse 
by means of their turnpikes, railroads, and canals, 
and the compactness of their society, so that the same 
resort is not had to the mails there that would be 
here if the postages were cheapened. We have now 
pas through the mails about thirty millions of 
etters annually, and in his personal knowledge, Mr. 
B. said, a large proportion of the reading and writ- 
ing population ef his State was deprived of the use 
of the mails by reason of the most exorbitant rates 
charged; and this is the case in all parts of the 
Union. Reduce the rates to five cents on all letiers 
weighing not more than half an ounce for all dis- 
tances; then he believed, instead of thirty millions, 
after the first year, more than one hundred millions 
of letters would pass through the mail, yielding, at 
five cents, $5,000,000—a sum more than sufficient 
to sustain the establishment; and ina few years a 
further reduction to two cents might be safely un- 
dertaken. 

Mr. B. repeated that he did not believe any such 
measure as the one now proposed would gratufy the 
public. It does not come up to the public wants, 
and if adopted, will not only injure the department 
in its revenues, but bring the whole system into still 
greater disrepute. ‘This plan will not bring into the 
mails the mailable matter now carried ae on 
the great lines of communication exceeding one hun- 
dred miles in length. Such matter will be carried 
by private enterprise for less than the amount 
charged by this government monopoly, and the peo- 

le will continue to complain. They will see that 
fortioe are carried more than one hundred miles for 
five or six cents; and they will demand that govern- 
ment shall carry them for the same, or they will 
abandon the use of the mails and patronize private 
enterprise. ‘This is natural; and all the penal laws 
you can enact will not prevent it. 

Mr. B. said that the only way to remove the odi- 
um that now attached to the public mail convey- 
ance as a government monopoly, was to remove the 
inducements to private enterprise to compete with 
it; and that eould be done only by low rates of post- 
age. By reducing it to five cents, the rate would 
then exceed, by more than five-fold, the actual mean 
costof the receipt, transit, and delivery of a half- 
ounce letter from one part of the Union to the 
other. 

Mr. B. said that the present law was so exceed- 
ingly unjust, that a mere proposition for an ade- 
quate remedy cannot but seem extravagant to every 
person who has given but little attention to the sub- 
ject. He said we had been so long accustomed to 
it that, like every proposed reform of an established 
abuse, much hesitation is shown to bring it about. 
He hoped no attempt at change would be counte- 
nanced, unless it could be thorough, radieal—going 
to the root of the evil, and meeting the public expec- 
tation. It was with these views he had moved the 
amendment. 

Mr. WOODBURY had yesterday states his rea- 
sons for giving the preference to the proposition of 
the senator from New Jersey, namely, that if the 
experiment of 3 cents for 30 miles should have the 
effect apprehended by the chairman of the Post Of- 
fice Committee, any deficiency occasioned by that 
reduction would be made good on the long routes at 
15 cents. He feared, however, that the extension 
of the 3 cent rate to 50 miles would not enable the 
department to sustain itself. He would, with the 
gentleman from Connecticut, (Mr. Nires,} who 
spoke yesterday, look to the cultivation of the 
social affections and friendly intercourse of society 
as well as mere business transactions. He was 
willing to help and 


“Speed the soft intercourse from soul to soul, 
And waft a sigh frm Indus to the pole.” 


But still the department must sustain itself, arid 
those who use the mail must pay enough to sustain 


it. 

And although he, too, was instructed by his 
State to vote for such a reduction of postage as 
would meet public expectation, he felt well assured 
that his State would not be satisfied to have the de- 
partment thrown as a burden upon the public treasu- 


ry. ‘The people of his State on that, whatever 


was done, the department sh ustain itself. 
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There was a mistake in supposing the penny 
postage system in England had increased the inter- 
nal correspondence of the kingdom four-fold. The 
actual increase was only three-fold. Before that 
system began, the correspondence was 75,000,000 of 
letters annually; now it is about 211,000,000 or 
213,000,000—a three-fold increase. 

The Post Office Committee estimated the increase 
here, under the proposition of the bill, at 20 per 
cent. only. But admitting that, under the pending 
proposition, it would be two-fold, what would be 
the revenue? Our present correspondence is 30,000,- 
000 of letters; double that would be 60,000,000; at 
the average of 3, 5, and 10 cents—say 6 cents, for 
it would not be more, the 3 cent rate being extended 
to 30 miles, and the 5 to 250—and the revenue 
would be only $3,500,000; to which, if $500,000 be 
added for newspaper postage and other means, the 
gross revenue would be only $4,000,000—just halfa 
million short of the sum absolutely necessary, ac- 
cording to the Postmaster General’s statement, to 
sustain the department. Now, the average of the 
rates proposed by the senator from New Jersey, 
namely, of 3,5, 10, and 15 cents, might fairly be 
taken at 8} cents, which, upon double our present 
correspondence, (that is, upon 60 millions of letters, ) 
would yield at once, from that source alone, four 
and eight-tenths millions of doliars—giving a hand- 
some excess for extension of the service. He 
should therefore sustain the amendment of the sen- 
ator from New Jersey. 

Mr. MERRICK had not read the report of his 
remarks of yesterday in either of the city papers, 
but from recollection he believed he had said that 
the increase of correspondence under the British 

nny-postage system had been four-fold. Perhaps 

us @Xpression was, as it should have been, three or 
four fold. 

Mr. NILES, whose remarks could only be occa- 
sionally heard in the gallery, was understood to ar- 
gue in favor of the amendment to the amendment. 
‘To meet public expectation, and give inducement 
for the absorption of the correspondence of the 
country into the mails, it was necessary to make 
such a reduction of postage as would really be a re- 
form. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he was very sorry to 
trouble the Senate with any remarks upon this ques- 
tion. He thought it was perfectly apparent that the 
Senate was now ready for the question; and he 
kuew there was a general impression upon this side 
of the House, that this bill ought to be disposed of 
speedily, and got out of the way of other important 
matters. For his own part, ier having attended, 
in a considerable degree, to all that had been said 
upon this subject, he was certainly—he might say 
decidedly—unwilling to alter the bill, as it came 
from the hands of the committee. We werea won- 
derful = We had been laboring, beyond all 
doubt, under oppressive rates of postage for a num- 
ber of years past. We propose now to amend these 
rates; and we go at once into another extreme, and 
ask Congress to pass a law reducing the postage to 
3 cents for all distances under fifty miles. Now it 
was well known to members of this body thatin a 
very large portion of this Union cents were not used 
at all. There were no cenrs in South Carolina, 
though there was a great deal of sense. It wasso in 
regard to all the southern and southwestern States of 
the Union. So that this arrangement would be no 
convenience to the citizens of those States. Their 
lowest rate of currency was a five-cent piece, under 
the government of the United States. 

Now this subject had been before the country 
for several years; and so far as he knew, or 
was acquainted with public opinion, that opin- 
ion was in favor, at Jeast for a commence- 
ment, of reducing the postage to five cents 
under a hundred miles, and 10 cents for all distances 
above that. This amelioration would enable the 
emigrant, who goes from the eastern States to the 
Far West, to communicate with his friends at the 
place of his nativity, for considerably less than 
what itcosts him now. He had nodoubt at all, 
judging from the experience of England, that a re- 
duction of the rates of postage would increase, and 
vastly increase, the number of letters; but it would 
not produce its ful! effect for years to come; and, in 
the mean time, if we reduce the rates so low as to 
show a very large deficit in the revenue of the de- 
partment, the whole system would fall to ruins, 
for the people would not consent that the post office 
should be a charge upon the treasury. hat was 
the present state of the case? The committee had 
matured a bill, under the benefits of the experi- 
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ence, and with the advice of the head of the depart- 
ment. That officer is supposed to know, and he 
had no doubt did know, all the various ramifica- 
tions of this subject, better than any gentleman upon 
this floor could be supposed to know them; and we 
have the authority of the head of the department for 
this fact, (and it isa mere question of detail,) that if 
you will first appropriate out of the treasury, a sum 
equal to what is paid for railroad transportation, he 
ventures to say that the department, at 5 and 10 
cents postage upon letters, would be able to sustain 
itself. He (Mr. Bucnanan) had that declaration 
before him, in the letter of the Postmaster General, 
to the honorable Chamber of Commerce in New 


York. 


Now this bill proposed a very great reduction of 
postage. That proposition was in accordance with 
the public sentiment. The Senate now had the re- 
sponsibility of the head of the department ne. 
ing his knowledge that if this bill be passed, and 
an appropriation of $750,000 be made, it would 
be sufficient to cover the expenditures of the de- 
partment. 


He (Mr. B.) was not going upon theory. He 
should be very glad, to be sure, if the reduction 
could be to 3 cents, or even to what it is in England; 
but that was impossible, with any regard to the 
question whether the Post Office Department could 
sustain itself. He was for taking the boon which 


“wecould now obtain—the boon in favor of which 


the public mind, so far as he knew, was settled. 
By reaching to extremes in the attempt to bring 
about a low rate of postage, should there be a defi- 
ciency discovered in the revenue of the department 
at the end of the year, the whole system of low post- 
age might finally be abolished. In matters of this 
kind, which were mere matters of detail, he was for 
proceeding cautiously; and if, in the end, (which, 
from the experience of England, probably would be 
the case,) we should find that under 5 or 10 cents 
we can obtain more revenue than is sufficient to 
support this department, then, and not till then, 
would be the time to reduce below that. For one, 
then, he should vote for the 5 cents postage for dis- 
tances not exceeding 100 miles; and for 10 cents 
upon letters above that; and, in doing that, he felt 
himself safe. He was not creeping his way in the 
dark. He was not fancying things. He was not 
going upon the supposition thata reduction te 3 
cents would insure a corresponding increase in the 
number of letters, and consequently in the revenue 
of the department. He was, therefore, very happy, 
as he very often went against his friend from Mary- 
land, to give him most cordially his vote upon the 
present occasion. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN requested the Chair would 
state to him the various propositions made. 

The CHAIR recapitulated them. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Then, sir, I am for the 
bill as matured by the committee, and against the 
whole of these amendments. I believe the experi- 
ment proposed by the bill will meet the general 
wishes of the community on this subject. If we go 
on, as some gentlemen seem disposed to do, making 
this proposition and that proposition, each at variance 
with the other in some trifling matter of detail, not 
one of which perhaps all can agree upon in the end, 
we shall involve ourselves in a vortex of disputations 
for nothing at all, and finally lose the measure 
altogether for another season. Why should there 
be such pertinacity in frittering away time about 
questions of three cents, and five cents, and ten 
cents, and fifteen cents, and 30 milesor 100 miles, 
when a standing committee in charge of the subject 
for two years, ae with infinite labor and pains, 
matured a bill well calculated to meet public expect- 
ation, and at the same time to sustain the depart- 
ment? Why not take the bill thus matured as at 
leasta safe and prudent experiment? 

Was it desirable to go on making vain attempts to 
carry out abstract opinions, consuming day after 
day with amendments and discussions, and tiring 
out all patience, until at last the bill itself would be- 
come odious and disgusting, 7 being overloaded 
with debate and propositions? He trusted the Sen- 
ate would vote down every amendment offered, and 
take the bill as it came from the committee; for it 
was now time to let the other business of the session 
have some chance of consideration. 

Mr. MERRICK called for the yeas and nays on 
the pending question; and they were ordered. 

The vote was accordingly taken on Mr. Huntine- 
Ton’s amendment, and decided in the negative— 
yeas 18, nays 29, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Atherton, Bates, Bayard, pix 
Dayton, Dickinson, Fairfield, Francis, Huntington, Jarno, 

in, Niles, Phelps, Porter, Simmons, Tappan, White, anq 

oodbridge—18. ; 

NAYS—Messrs. Ashley, Atchison, Bagby, Barrow, Ben. 
ton, Berrien, Breese, Buchanan, Clayton, Crittenden 
Evans, Foster, Hannegan, Haywood, Henderson, Huge; 
Johnson, Lewis, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Moreheaq’ 
Pearce, Rives, Semple, Sturgeon, Upham, Walker, and 
Woodbury—29. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Miiier’s 
amendment, and decided in the negative—ayes |7 
noes 30. . . 

Mr. SIMMONS moved to substitute 250 miles for 
100 miles, as the distance to which the 5 cent post- 
age would extend. 

Mr. MERRICK. That would destroy the revenue 
of the department; if the Senate approves of doing 
that, it can adopt the amendment. 

Mr. SIMMONS. That remains to be seen, and 
to be argued. 

Mr. MERRICK. 
of the department. aa 
‘ Mr. SIMMONS. As the circuit of 250 miles is 
that in which private and public expresses compete 
with the department, the effect of reducing the post- 
age to 5 cents for that distance would be, to draw 
into the mails all the a now sent b 
presses, or by private hand, and to increase the 
revenue of the department. 

_Mr. MERRICK. I hope the Senate will not sanc- 
tion the amendment. , 

The yeasand nays on it were demanded, and or- 
dered. 

The vote was then taken, and resulted—yeas 2], 
nays 25, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Atherton, Bates, Bayard, Breese, 
Dix, Dayton, Dickinson, Fairfield, Francis, Huntington, Jar. 
nagin, Miller, Niles, Phelps, Porter, Semple, Simmons, Tap.- 
pan, Upham, and Woodbridge—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ashley, Atchison, Bagby, Barrow, Ben. 
ton, Berrien, Buchanan, Clayton, Crittenden, Evans, Foster, 
Hannegan, Haywood, Henderson, Huger, Johnson, Lewi,, 
Mangum, Merrick, Morehead, Pearce, Rives, Sturgeon, 
White,{and Woodbury—25. 

Mr. BREESE said it was now his duty to move 
an amendment, the effect of which was to make five 
cents the uniform rate of postage for all distances 
upon letters not exceeding half an ounce in weight. 

The motion was put in the form of one co strike 
out a few words in the first section and insert others, 
so as to effect the object. cat 

lt was rejected without a division. 

Mr. NILES now offered the following amend- 
ment, which he sustained by an argument of con- 
siderable length; but his remarks were wholly in- 
audible in the gallery: 


It would be fatal to the income 


Strike out all the first section, after the enacting clause, 
and insert the following: 

That, from and after the passage of this act, all letters con- 
veyed in the mail shall be rated and charged with postage, 
as follows: each letter or packet conveyed, according to the 
usual couse of the mail, any distance not exceeding one 
hundred miles, shall be rated and charged five cents post- 
age; and each letter or packet conveyed a greater distance 
than one hundred miles shall be rated and charged ten cents 
postage. And each letter or packet, whether composed of 
one or more pieces, or containing an enclosure or not, which 
shall not exceed one-half ounce in weight, shall be consid- 
ered a single letter, and rated and charged accordingly; if 
weighing more than a half and not exceeding three-quarters 
ofan ounce, it shall be considered as a double letter, and 
charged twice the aforesaid rates of postage; if weighing 
more than three-quarters and not exceeding one ounce, it 
shall be considered a treble letter, and charged three times 
the aforesaid rates; and for every additional half ounce, or 
fraction of a half ounce, there shall be charged the rate of a 
single letter: Provided, That it shall not be lawful to en- 
close in any letter conveyed in the mail any other letter 
or letters directed to a different person or persons, or to 
enclose several letters, directed to different persons, in one 
envelop; and any person who shall deposit, or cause to be 
deposited, in any post office, to be conveyed in the mail, any 
letter, containing one or more letters encloged, directed to 
different persons, or deposit, or causeto be so deposited, 
several letters, directed to different persons, enclosed in one 
envelop, and the person receiving the same, who shail de- 
liver, or cause to be delivered, to the persons to whom the 
same are directed, any letter or letters so unlawfully con- 
veyed in the mail, shall forfeit the sum of twenty dollars— 
one-half to the informer, and the other half to the Post Office 
Department; and it shall be the duty of all postmasters to 
report all violations of this provision of this act, which ma 
come to their knowledge, to the district attorney of the Unt- 
ted States for the district in which the offence may be com- 
mitted, whose duty it shall be to prosecute the same. 


Mr. MERRICK opposed the amendment. 

The yeas and nays having been called for, and 
ordered, the vote was taken on this amendment, 
and resulted in the negative—yeas 17, nays 24, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Atherton, Benton, Breese, Dix, 


Dickinson, Fairfield, Francis, Haywood, nome. Niles, 
Pearce, Phelps, Semple, Simmons, Tappan,and Woodbury 


—17. 
NAYS—Messrs. Ashley, Atchison, Bagby, Barrow, Ber- 
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rien, Buchanan, Clayton, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Fos- 
ter, Hannegan, Hen erson, Huger, Johnson, Lewis, Man- 

m, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Rives, Sturgeon, Upham, 
and White—24. 

Mr. BAGBY moved to strike out the 9th section 
of the bill, which, in substance, in lieu of the present 

rivilege of franking, provides for furnishing mem- 
bers of Congress and delegates of Territories with 
a number of free covers equal to five each per day 
for each session, which covers shall pass free of 
postage to the extent of two ounces each; excess 
of weight over that to be chargeable as for common 
letters. 

He was for either retaining the franking privilege 
as it is, but guarded eg against abuses, or for 
abolishing it altogether. He considered it a privi- 
lege of much greater consequence to the constituen- 
cy of members than to themselves. The abuse of 
the privilege was mo argument against its use; for 
the best and holiest of human institutions were lia- 
ble to abuse, yet that was no argument for their ab- 
olition. 

Mr. DICKINSON madea few remarks not dis- 
tinctly heard in the — 

Mr. PHELPS moved to postpone the further 
consideration of the subject till to-morrow. 

Jt was accordingly postponed. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, January 29, 1845. 


OREGON NEGOTIATION. 

Mr. J. W. DAVIS asked the general consent of 
the House to take up and consider a resolution, of- 
fered some time since by him, calling on the Presi- 
dent of the United States for any correspondence in 
relation to the negotiation now pending between this 
country and Great Britain in relation to Oregon. 

The SPEAKER replied that it was not in order, 
the House already acting under suspension of the 
rules. 

Mr. DAVIS waived his request for the present. 

The resolution offered by Mr. Cuapman last eve- 
ning, and now the pending question, came up this 
morning. 

Mr. HUGHES offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs inquire 
into the expediency of establishing a military post on Table 
creek, north of the State of Missouri, within the country 
assigned to the Pottawatamie, Ottowa, and Chippewa In- 
dians; and that they report by bill or otherwise. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. CROSS gave notice that he should, at some 
subsequent day, introduce a bill for the relief of sun- 
dry claimants to donations of land in the State of 
Arkansas. 





PAPERS FOR MEMBERS. 

On motion of Mr. CROSS, 

Ordered, That the clerk cause to be furnished to the mem- 
bers of this House, during the present session, such papers 
as they may direct, the expense thereof not to exceed three 
daily papers. 

Mr. McCLELLAND, pursuant to notice, intro- 
duced a bill for the relief oF Jeremiah Morse; which 
was twice read, and referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

Mr. AUGUSTUS C. DODGE presented an au- 
thenticated copy of the act of the legislative assem- 
bly of Iowa, entitled “‘An act to provide for the ex- 
pression of the opinion of the people of the Territo- 
ry of Iowa upon the subject of the formation of a 
State constitution for the State of Iowa.” Also a 
certified abstract of the census of said Territory, 
taken in the month of May, 1844, and also a certi- 
fied abstract of the vote of the people of said Terri- 
tory upon the question of convention or no conven- 
tion. Mr. D. moved that they be laid upon the ta- 
ble and printed. 

Mr. D. then offered the following: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to com- 
municate to the House the report of Captain J. Allen, Ist 
dragoons, of his expedition during last summer to the 
sources of the Des Moines, Blue Earth, and other rivers in 
the northwest, together with his journal and maps of the 
country over which he marched. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON objected to the adoption 
of the resolution. He said that it would impose 
much labor upon the clerks of the department to 
make copies of these papers; and that the expense 
of laces these documents, journal, &c., would be 
considerable. He would inguire of the gentleman 
from Iowa what object he had m view in calling for 
the report of this officer, and in asking its publica- 
tion. If the reports and journals of other officers 
a like services were to be published, there 
was no telling what their cost might amount to. 
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Mr. DODGE, in reply, stated that Captain J. 
Allen, of the Ist dragoons, who was atationed at the 
Racoon fork of the river Des Moines, in lowa, had 
performed, during the past summer and fall, an ex- 
pedition into the Indian country ot the northern por- 
tion of the United States. 

The object of this excursion was to explore the 
ery O08 visit the Indian tribes about the sources 
of the Des Moines and the Blue Earth river, and on 
the waters of the Big Sioux river. He was re- 
npn by his orders to fake notes of the features of 
the country—of its geography and topography—and 
to make a reportand journal of the expedition, to be 
accompanied by a map of the country over which 
he marched. Mr. D. had received a letter from 
Capt. Allen—whom he regarded as a highly intelli- 
gent and enterprising officer—giving an account of 
the expedition. Capt. A. had taken great pains in 
the execution of this service; and had collected in- 
formation, as he informed him, (Mr. D.) of the north- 
ern portion of lowa, which would be highly inter- 
esting to those wishing correct information of that 
section of the country. Capt. A. carried a sextant 
with him, and had determined the latitude af several 
—. He had found the extreme source of the 

es Moines (Lake of the Oaks) to be in latitude 
43 deg. 57 min. 32 sec; a distance, as he estimated, of 
248 miles above the point on that river at which the 
dragoons are stationed. He was fifty-four days in 
performing the expedition, and marched, in going 
and returning, 740 miles. 

Mr. JOHNSON inquired if the gentleman from 
lowa could state the size of the report, journal, &c. 

Mr. DODGE said that he could not. He had 
seen neither the report nor journal. Mr. D.’s state- 
ments were based on Captain Allen’s letter to him. 

Mr. D. remarked that there was scarcely a day 
that inquiries were not made of him by members 
and others for information touching the very coun- 
try over which this dragoon officer had marched, 
and of which his report would doubtless contain 
much; and that, too, which could be relied on. 

In conclusion, Mr. D. said that, if information, 
such as the report, &c., for which his resolution 
called, was to be hermetically sealed up in the War 
Department, he thought that the regiments of dra- 
goons would be deprived of much of their useful- 
ness, and might as well be disbanded. 

The question was then taken, and the resolntion 
adopted. 

r. DODGE then introduced a bill for the relief 
of F. M. Irish; which was read, and referred to the 
Committee of Claims. 

Mr. ROBERT SMITH offered the following res- 
olution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, 
instructed to cause to be prepared, by competent engineers, 
and lay before this House on or before the Ist day of Janu- 
ary next. the most approved plans, methods and systems, 
now or formerly in use in this and other countries, of drain- 
ing low grounds, swamps, superficial lakes and ponds, 
marshes, bogs, and fens, caused by the flow of the ocean, 
the periodical inundations of rivers and creeks, or other- 
wise. Also estimates of the relative value of such plans, 
considered with regard to their easy and ready application, 
to their efficiency, and to the expenditures of money they 
would severally involve in the execution of any given 
work; the department at tho same time to lay before the 
House an estimate of the number of acres of public lands 
lying within the boundaries of the mew States and organ- 
ized Territories, the superficial area of which is covered by 
swamps, wet grounds, marshes, &c., together with his opin- 
ion as to the practicability and cost of draining the same. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON objecting, the resolution 
was laid over. 

On motion of Mr. REDING, by general consent, 
5,000 extra copies of the document relative to the 
commercial systems of foreign countries were order- 
ed to be printed. . 

Mr. HOUSTON moved to reconsider the follow- 
ing resolution adopted yesterday, on motion of Mr. 
Hopkins, (in copying which yesterday for our re- 
port, an error oecurred:) 

Resolved, That copies of all bills and the calendars of the 
House be regularly placed upon the reporters’ desks. 

Mr. H. made a remark or two in support of the 
resglution. 

r. HOPKINS thought they ought to do one of 
two things—either to place in possession of the re- 
porters of this House the means of communicating 
correct information to the country, or they had no 
use for reporters here. The reports were often in- 
correct, as was admitted by the reporters themselves, 
owing to the want of the necessary facilities. 

The SPEAKER interposed, and remarked that 
debate was not in order. 

Mr. HOPKINS remarked that the expenses in- 
volved were inconsiderable. It was their duty to 
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put in the possession the means of communicating 
correct information. It was due to the members of 
this House as well as to the reporters themselves. 
After some conversation between Mr. ADAMS 
and the SPEAKER, 
The question was taken, and the motion to recon- 
sider was agred to—yeas 119, nays 32. 


OREGON TERRITORY. 
Mr. A. V. BROWN moved to suspend the rules, 
that the House might resolve itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole, to take up the Oregon bill. 


APPOINTMENTS TO OFFICE. 


Mr. CHAPMAN called up the followin 
tion offered by him yesterday, on which 
ous question had been moved. 


Resolved, That in the appointments to office under the 
government of the United States, the members of this House 
consider that each State and Territory ought to have its 
due prepection according to the (population thereof, as far 
as may be found practicable consistently with the public in- 
terest; and that the appointments hereafter to made 
ought so to be regulated as to equalize the properuon 
among the States and Territories as aforesaid. 


resolu- 
1@ previ- 


The resolution having been read, 

Mr. A. V. BROWN inquired whether that sub- 
ject had priority over his motion. 

The CHAIR said that when the House adjourn- 
ed yesterday, the question was pending on the call 
for the previous question on this motion. It, there- 
fore, had priority over other business. 

Mr. ADAMS inquired of the mover of the reso- 
lution whether he wished to limit the constitutional 
right of the executive to make appointments to 
office. 

Mr. CHAPMAN said that the resolution con- 
templated nothing more than an expression of the 
opinions of the members of the House. 

Mr. D. L. SEYMOUR moved to lay the resolu- 
tion on the table. 

Mr. CHAPMAN called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. 

Mr. SEYMOUR withdrew his motion to lay the 
resolution on the table. 

The question was then put, “Will the House 
second the call for the previous question? and de- 
cided in the negative withouta division. 

Mr. ADAMS then gave notice of his intention to 
debate the resolution, and it was laid over under the 
rules. 


OREGON TERRITORY. 

Mr. BELSER moved to suspend the rules, that 
House might resolve itself into a Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, to take up the 
Oregon bill. 

Mr. LEVY asked leave to submit a resolution, 
which he was prevented from doing while resolu- 
tions were in order yesterday, by being absent 
from the House. 

Objections being made, 

Mr. LEVY moved to suspend the rules, but the 
motion was decided to be out of order. 

Mr. ADAMS wished to inquire of the chairman 
of the Committee on Territories, whether he propos- 
ed at this time to enter into the debate on the Oregon 
bill immediately after the House had a resolu- 
tion, by almost a unanimous vete, calling on the Presi- 
dent to communicate information essentially neces- 
sary for them to act with a fair understanding of the 
subject. ‘The House had also passed a resolution 
for the purchase of Mr. Greenhow’s work on the 
subject, which was equally necessary for the infor- 
mation of the House. 

Mr. THOMPSON said he must interpose. This 
question certainly was not debatable. 

Mr. ADAMS said that he did not propose to de- 
bate it, but he would suggest to the chairman of the 
Committee on Territories to allow some days to 
pass for the reception of that information which, by 
unanimous consent of the House, was decided to 
be necessary for a fair understanding of the sub- 


ect. 
' The CHAIR here rezrinded the gentleman that 
the question was not debatable. 

Mr. A. V. BROWN (chairman of the Committee 
on Territories) said that he did not distinctly hear 
the remarks of the gentleman, but he understood 
him as inquiring whether he meant to insist on car- 
rying on this debate in the absence of the informa- 
tion that had been called for. In reply, he would 
say, that he was not disposed to drive this bill 
through, but he hoped the Honse would act on it 
without delay. As to Mr. Greenhow’s book, and the 
correspondence that had been called for, he did not 
deem them indispensable; though, if the House was 
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disposed to wait for them, he should not object to it. 
He did hope, however, that the House would go on 
with the debate, as the information would no doubt 
be received before its termination. 

The question was then put on the motion to go 
into Committee of the Whole, and decided in the 
affirmative—ayes 92, noes 46. 

So the House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. We - 
LER, of Ohio, in the chaur,) and resumed the consid- 
eration of the Oregon bill. 

Mr. DUNCAN commenced, by stating that this 
bill had been committed to, and considered by, the 
Committee on the Territories, by whom it had been 
examined with great care, and reported back to the 
House. It contains the usual provisions that acts 
have heretofore contained, by which territories have 
been established; it provides the usual number of 
officers, and makes all other provisions which are 
common to the establishment of territorial govern- 
ments, such as the formation of a legislature, the 
appointment of federal officers, and so forth, to 
which he believed there could be no objection. He 
commenced the discussion of this bill, however, 
under some embarrassment, and the objection made 
by the gentleman from Massachusetts |Mr. Apams] 
had seemed to increase that cmbarrassment. It 
was well known that this bill hed been before Con- 
gress for some time, to extend jurisdiction over the 
Oregon, and many objections had even been raised 
to its passage. Semetimes it was said that there 
was a treaty which forbade their action. There 
was a provision in the treaty of 1827, between 
Great Britain and this country, by which one year’s 
notice was stipulated to be given of the intention 
of either party to terminate the joint occupancy, 
and they were told that it would be a violation of 
that treaty to extend jurisdiction over the territory, 
until that notice had oe given; but every attempt 
to cause such notice to be given had been met with 
theobjection that there was a negotiation pending. 
Yes, and negotiation had been going on for twenty 
years, and thus"there would be no end to them. But 
the attention of the American people had been 
called to this subject; they knew the principle and 
the terms on which the British goverument occu- 
pies the Oregon; they knew, too, their own rights, 
and in the last canvass they made this a prominent 
question. ‘There was not then a procession in 
which there were not banners on which Oregon 
was inscribed, and he believed the people had 
decided the question at the ballot-box. The 
whig speakers themselves acknowledged that our 
tile to Oregon was clear; but for them, there had 
not been quite*negotiation enough. For the advantage 
ef such gentlemen, and others who raise objec- 
tion on this subject, he now proposed to trace 
our title to this territory, and he should be able to 
show that our Utle was clear, and that Great Britain 
knew it wasso. There seemed to be at this time 
with the American people an ambition to acquire 
territory, and it was a laudable ambition—it had its 
foundation in patriotism, and in a desire to extend 
and spread our free institutions—and it was because 
they produced wealth, happiness, and comfort. 

He then gave some brief description of the fertili- 
ty and beauty of the country in dispute, and caused 
an extract to be read from Lieut. Wilkes’s descrip- 
tion of it. He said it embraced a country running 
800 miles on the Pacific, and 600 miles from the 
Pacific to the summit of the Rocky mountains. He 
then entered into a historical detail of the discoveries 
on the Pacifie, showing that California was discover- 
ed and occupied by Spanish navigators, and schools 
and places of worship erected by Spanish Jesuits, 
before any British navigator discovered it, and 
therefore Great Britain had no claim by right of ais- 
covery. He recapitulated the voyages and discov- 
eries of Thomas Drake, Captain Cook, McKenzie, 
Thompson, and many other navigators, and very 
minutely examined the rights of every character on 
which a claim to that territory could be based, ob- 
serving that he should write out his speech fully 
hereafter, the one-hour rule only enabling him to 
glance at the outline which he should fill up. 

He referred to the treaty of 1792 between Great 
Britain and Spain, known as the Nootka treaty, 
(under which the only claim of Great Britain was 
founded to this territory;) to the debates in the Brit- 
ish House of Commons, showing the little import- 
ance placed upon this treaty at that time; to the fact 
that this treaty, whatever force it might have had, 
was overthrown and annihilated by the war between 
Spain and Great Britain four years after, and had 
never been revived. Thus he held that Great Brit- 


ain had no claim there. He then proceeded to allude 
to the historical facts establishing eur claim to Ore- 
gon; to the fact that, shortly after this—viz: in 1792 
—the Columbia river was discovered by Captain 
Gray, commander of a vessel fitted out by citizens 
of Boston. That he was the discoverer of this river, 
the British and Spanish, as well as American records, 
rset We took possession, as required by the 
aws of nations, in order to perfect our title, soon 
after, by our agents, Clark and Lewis, who spent the 
entire winter of 1805-’6 near the mouth of the Colum- 
bia river, and left the proper evidences of possession. 
We then had discovered the Columbia river, and 
thereby had discovered the Oregon Territory, and 
were its owners to the extent that the Columbia riv- 
er drained it, which was that extent designated by 
this bill. 

We had done something more; we had completed 
our discovery. Mr. D. was proceeding to refer to 
the various expeditions from this country to Oregon 
since that time as confirming our claim to this 
ae by actual possession, when his hour ex- 

yired. 
; Mr. BELSER next obtained the floor; but he 
yielded for a few moments to 

Mr. DUNCAN, who said he did not like to write 
out a speech which he had not delivered, and hence 
he obtained permission to state a brief outline of the 
residue of his argument; which, in his published 
speech, he should fillup. Having concluded— 

Mr. BELSER proceeded, by remarking that but 
afew days ago one American measure had passed 
this House; and now there was before them anoth- 
er equally as important in its bearings on the desti- 
ny of the republic. Since the Missouri restriction, 
in his opinion, no two projects had been before the 
legislative department of the Union which were so 
well calculated to test the validity of our free institu- 
tions. The epoch might well be viewed as the hour 
of a nation’s travail; and although he believed that 
the present measure, if adopted, would be more 
likely to involve us ina war than the one which had 
just been acted on, yet, in the maintenance of our 
just national rights, we should not permit the fear 
of such consequences to drive us from our propri- 
ely. 

‘He had two reasons for taking part in the discus- 
sion. One was, that he desired his humble name to 
be, in some degree, identified with the measure 
which had produced it; and the other, that his State 
had requested of her representatives to perform 
their part in carrying it through on this floor. 

He further said that he had recently been exam- 
ining the aggressions of Great Britain on the rights 
of other nations, and had ascertained that Switzer- 
land, Germany, Spain, Portugal, Syria and Greece, 
India and China, Africa and Polynesia, have all 
been made to feel her power; and having been so 
successful with them, he believed that we were se- 
lected as her next victim. Look at her vast posses- 
sions near to us, or on our continent. Within a 
few days’ sail by steam are her West India islands, 
some sixteen in number; and then come her Upper 
and Lower Canadas, Nova Scotia, New Bruns- 
wick, Newfoundland, Prince Edward’s Island, Lab- 
rador—the whole north to Hudson’s Bay. Thus it 
would be seen that she has nearly encircled us, and 
that our only outlets west are through Texas and 
Oregon. 

He next proceeded to the examination of the bill 
before the committee, and observed that it proposed 
the organization of atemporary government, out of 
“all the country belonging to the United States west 
of the summit of the Rocky mountains, and bound- 
ed on the south by the 42d and on the north by the 
54th degree and 40 minutes of north latitude.” He 
contended that this was the boundary settled in our 
treaties with Spain and Russia, and that, in 1824, 
we offered to limit our territory to the 49th degree 
of latitude; and that, at that period, the Columbia 
river was the boundary proposed by Great Britain, 
which enters about the 46th degree. The territory 
in dispute between the two governments when these 
negotiations were broken off was a little upwards 
of 3 degrees of latitude, embracing about one-fourth 
of the possession. In 1827 the same offers were 
again made and rejected, thus leaving the matter as 
it stood in 1818, and consequently a larger amount 
of territory in contest—about 8 degrees of latitude, 
near two-thirds of the entire — 

The claim of our governmentto the whole, he con- 
tended, was perfect. We derived title to it ——_ 
our treaties with France and Spain, succeeding by 
these treaties to all the rights over it which they pre- 
viously possessed, and deriving additional title also 
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by our own discovery. Having, then, within us 
a: y A g within us the 


neh, Spanish, an merican title, it puts to rest 


the pretensions of Great Britain at once, and shows ° 


that it has no foundation to rest on. 

He further observed that, in 1804 and 1805, Lewis 
and Clark, under the authority of Congress, ex. 
plored it; and, at that date, no nation except our 
own pretended to own any partofit. That, in 18]] 
a settlement was made by Mr. Astor at the mouth 
of the Columbia river; and that, in 1813, he was 
dispossessed by Great Britain; but that, in October 
1818, it was again delivered to the United States. 
Thus (said he) on the 6th day of October, 1818, our 
title to the territory embraced within the bill under 
consideration was complete; and that no negotiation 
since has in any degree affected it. 

The only negotiations which, since that period 
had been entered into between this government and 
Great Britain in regard to it, he remarked, was the 
third article of the convention of 1818, providing 
for a joint enjoyment of certain rivers, bays, &c., 
for ten years; the fruitless effort in 1824 to adjust 
the difficulty; and the convention of 1827, through 
which the provisions of the said article of the con- 
vention of 1818 were extended indefinitely, subject 
to be annulled by cither party, on giving twelve 
months’ notice. , 

On this branch of the subject, he said that if this 
agreement had been strictly adhered to by Great 
Britain, we might now be called on to desist from 
passing this bill, but that, in direct violation of its 
provisions, the Northwest Fur Company, under the 
auspices of that nation, have occupied the country, 
erected in it forts, established a territorial goveri- 
ment, extended the laws of Canada over it, driven 
out our enterprising citizens, and in several instances 
have instigated the Indians to murder them. 

Aside, however, from this betler right of ours, 
have we not, he inquired, under the convention of 
1818, as good authority to occupy it as Great Brit- 
ain? Over the territory, not undisputed, the pres- 
ent bill, if it becomes a law, will act without hin- 
drance; and over that in controversy it is intended 
to operate on all American citizens, and to afford 
them protection. The passage of such a measure 
may lead to collision—to conflicts of jurisdiction; 
but this is a thing which cannot be avoided. Al- 
ready have we too long acquiesced. A government 
incapable of preserving its own soil and citizens 
will not long be regarded. After a half century's 
negotiation with Great Britain, in another celebrated 
boundary case, we Jost our title to a part of Maine; 
yea, had to submit to its dismemberment. The cry 
then was, if we did not settle by negotiation, we 
should have todo it by the sword; and the cry 
now is, that we will offend our mother country if 
we attempt to exercise jurisdiction over that which 
belongs to us. 

He here reviewed the objections which had been 
made to the occupation of the territory on account 
of distance, on account of our limited pecuniary re- 
sources, and the probability of our losing it in the 
end. He admitted that these suggestions were 
such as to command attention; and whenever the 

riod arrives that this government cannot protect 

regon without destruction to the other portions of 
the Union, then will it be time enough to leave 
American citizens to their fate. A nation, under 
such circumstances, would be justified in such a 
course; but not till then. 

He proceeded to consider the objections which had 
been made to the spread of our institutions. He 
believed in the%principle of expansion. The prog- 
ress of our people for the last two hundred years 
had attested its virtue. The march of population 
had been as steady and as unerring as had been the 
light of the sun. He enlarged to some extent on 
this view of the subject. 

He next took up that portion of the bill which 
was designed to encourage settlements by grants of 
land. This, in his opinion, was going one step 
further than Great Britain had gone under the con- 
vention of 1818. He argued, however, that from her 
previous conduct we had the right to consider that 
provision of the convention as annulled; and that in- 
dependent of it the policy was a correct one, and that 
several nations had practised on the same principle. It 
was a oe pointed out to us by Great Britain her- 
self when she issued her grants to the colonists, 
and it was pursued by Spain in her best days while 
disposing of her domain. We had concentrated 
numerous tribes of Indians in the West—had 
abolished their customs, put out their primitive 
lights, and we should as speedily as ible settle 
our territory beyond them. They are naturally re- 
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yengeful; and being so, it becomes us to guard 
against their encroachments, as did the Romana, 
when they encouraged settlements on their frontiers 
to protect them from the incursions of the barba- 
jans. 

; Here the gentleman took an elaborate view of the 
nature of our government—said it was designed to 
break down centralization, to root out monopoly, 
to tear up aristocracy, to hold out inducements to 
emigration from other countries, to make the greater 
number agriculturists, and to impress on all classes 
the idea that nature’s true nobleman is the tiller of 
the soil. 

Finally, he examined with some scrutiny the late 
conduct of Great?Britain in setting herself up as a 
teacher of morals; and attempted to prove that she 
was the last nation oi earth that was entitled to the 
character. 

He said that such a homily from her 

“Is as deceitful as the smile 
Which the disciple gave his Lord.” 

[The above is but aa imperfect sketch of Mr. B.’s 
remarks. | 

Mr. BOWLIN obtained the floor, and com- 
menced by remarking, that this question involved 
everything dear to our people who cherished our 
institutions and national character. Our own terri- 
tory attached to us was now the subject of coloniza- 
tion by a foreign power; hence this question enlisted 
the feelings of every man whose heart beat with 
the spirit of patriotism. 

But another consideration which invested this 
aubject with a greater interest, was, that Englund 
was using her endeavors to get possession of this 
territory asa military station, as a place of rendez- 
vous for her ships, and her policy had been uniform, 
viz: to acquire universal commercial dominion over 
the whole globe. He referred to her various fortifi- 
cations at Gibraltar, Malta, St. Helena, &c., to the 
claims she was setting up to the Sandwich Islands, 
which were restrained from being established only 
by European powers, who said that if her chain of 
fortifications and possession could once be finished, 
we were all under her dominion. Give them pos- 
session of Oregon, and of the Sandwich Island, and 
that chain was complete. She girted the whole 
globe with her power. And for this purpose he 
argued that she wanted this territory. She ridiculed 
the idea of the value of Oregon; still she was unwil- 
ling to part with it! From what other motive could 
she be influenced? Let us, (said Mr. B.) scions of 
the original stock, let us check her strides for uni- 
versal empire; check her in our own country. 

He asked the gentlemen who desired to negotiate, 
what there was to negotiate for; it was a question of 
tide, which was well settled. He had no confidence 
in diplomacy with England. She was as distin- 
guished in diplomacy as in feats of arms; and while 
her ministers were treating, her arms were ready to 
strike. From her arms we had nothing to fear, but 
we had cause to suspect her diplomacy; for when 
had we entered into negotiations with her that we 
had not been cheated? 

He then entered into an examination of our title 
to the Oregon. Discovery was the first basis of title, 
and he spoke of the discoveries of Cortes and others, 
in view of our Spanish title, and showed that the 
British navigators were posterior in their discove- 
ries. His historical details were full, and very 
elaborately made. He also examined our right b 
treaty derived from the discoverers. The title which 
was in Spain, he stated was transferred to the Uni- 
ted States by treaty. The title of Spain was un- 
ae, and we have all the title of Spain. 
There was also a title in the French which has been 
transferred to us; and our title, then, was well estab- 
lished. But we had also a right based on discovery 
by American citizens. The Columbia was dis- 
covered by one of our citizens in May, 1792. 

But we had a discovery earlier than that. John 
Carver, of Connecticut, in 1763, found his way to 
the waters of the Oregon, through the Spanish 
possessions, in the true spirit of Yankee enterprise; 
and this discovery was followed up and confirmed 
by that of Captain Gray in 1792. Then on the 
principle that the discovery of the mouth of the riv- 
er operated a claim to the whole territory watered 
by it, if followed up in quick succession ‘by settle- 
ment, our title was unquestionable. This condi- 
tion—viz: of the discovery being followed up by set- 
tlemen—the contended had been complied with. In 
proof of which, he referred to the ion of the 
territory taken by Lewis and Clark in 1805; by 
the American Fur Company in 1808; to the settle- 
ment of Astoriain 1810, &c. In connection with 


this, he referred to the various unsuccessful attempts 
by England to get possession, and establish a claim 
to that Gibraltar of the western coast of America; 
and he mentioned the fact that one of the claims 
which she had presumed to make, extended to the 
east of the Rocky mountains, into the undisputed 
territory of the United States. 

In 1818, by treaty, she got the right of hunting, 
fishing, &c.—the right which was called that of 
joint occupancy. Joint occupancy with her was 
single occupancy. This was all she wanted to es- 
tablish, according to her universal custom, her en- 
tire and exclusive right. Her citizens were now 
there. In 1821 she had established her jurisdic- 
tion there; and now American statesmen were de} 
liberating whether we would do the same as they 
on our soil. We were waiting for the negotiation. 
Why there was nothing to negotiate about, unless 
we were base and craven enough to sell ‘our own 
soil. Negotiation must be at an end. Let the con- 
sequences of taking possession be what they might, 
they could not be worse than they would be if we 
hesitated or failed to take the proposed action on this 
subject. He urged the immediate necessity of es- 
tablishing our government for the protection of our 
citizens there against the Indians and other* foes. 

He recurred to the vast advantage of the posses- 
sion of Oregon in a commercial point of view, and 
argued that the possession of it would enable Great 
Britain to destroy our vast and profitable commerce 
there. He was urging the necessity of immediate 
action on this subject when his hour expired. 


Mr. THOMPSON obtained the floor, and ob- 
served that there seemed to be no disposition to 
speak on the other side. There had now been 
three speeches in succession on one side. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, in his seat. There is 
only one side to the question. 

Mr. THOMPSON moved that the committee 
rise; which being agreed to, 

The committee rose and reported progress. 

The SPEAKER, with the general consent, pro- 
ceeded to lay before the House the documents on 
the Speaker’s table, as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF PA- 
TENTS. 


The annual report of the Commissioner of 
Patents. 

Mr. STEENROD observed that he believed it 
had been usual to refer this report to the Committee 
on Patents; but he now moved its printing. 

Mr. WELLER moved to refer it to the Commit- 
tee on Patents. 


Mr. BRINKERHOFF suggested to his colleague 
that, as the session was a shortone, and it took some 
time to print this report, it was important that it 
should be done immediately, that it might be laid on 
their tables before the session closed. This docu- 
ment was one that was sought for every year with 
great avidity, as gentlemen were well aware. 


Mr. WELLER said it was equally important that 
we should ascertain first whist was contained in the 
document before an extra number of it was ordered 
to be printed. He had therefore moved its refer- 
ence. 

Mr. RHETT wished to know what was in the 
document. Its size was very voluminous. He wish- 
ed to know whether it was the usual official report, 
or whether it was a statement of all the patents that 
had ‘ever been taken out from the origin of the gov- 
ernment down to the present time. If so, it would 
cost some $100,000 to print it. He hoped it would 
be referred, to be examined, before its extra print- 
ing was ordered. 

Mr. STEENROD withdrew his motion to print. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. We ter, to refer it to the Committee on Pa- 
tents; and it was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER further laid before the House— 

A report from the Post Office Department, exhib- 
iting the receipts and expenditures of the department 
during the calendar year: referred, on motion of Mr 
HOPKINS, to the Committee on Expenditures of 
the Post Office Department. 

Also, from the War Department, the annual state- 
ment showing the balance of appropriations for the 
support of that department remaining on hand: re- 
ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Also, from the Treasury Department, in answer 
to aresolution of the House of Representatives of 
the 14th inst.,a statement of the claims of Georgia 
against the United States: referred to the Commuit- 


tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and or- 
dered to be printed. 
THE APPROPRIATION BILLS. 

On the motion of Mr. McKAY, the House re- 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union (Mr. Trssarrs in the chair) for 
the purpose of acting upon theappropriation bills. 

Mr. MeKAY moved that the committee take up 
the bill making appropriations for the service of 
the Post Office Department for the fiscal year ending 
30th June, 1846. 

The Clerk read the bill through, and it was laid 
aside to be reported to the House. 

Mr. McKAY then moved that the coramittee 
take up the bill for the payment of the pensioners 
of the United States for the fiscal year ending 30th 
June, 1846; which was read through and amended 
on the motion of Mr. McKay, and then laid aside 
to be reported to the House. 

Mr. McKAY next moved that the committee 
take up the bill making appropriations for fortifica- 
tions for the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1846; 
which was taken up and read, and after two items 
had been blended at the suggestion of the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, it was laid 
aside to be reported to the [louse. 

Mr. McKAY next moved to take up the bill ma- 
king apprepriations for the Indian Department for 
the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1846; which was 
read through by the clerk. 

Some unimportant amendments were made on the 
suggestion of Mr. McK AY. 

The bill having been read through, and some 
slight amendments made, 

Mr. McKAY observed that this bill had been 
taken up unexpectedly by some of the members of 
the committee; he was therefore not disposed to 
press any final action on itat this time. He there- 
fore moved that the committee rise, and report the 
other bills to the House, leaving this to stand as it 
was. 

The committee then rose, and reported the post- 
office bill, the pension bill, and the fortification bill 
to the House; and the amendments made in Commit- 
tee of the Whole being concurred in, they were sev- 
erally ordered to be engrossed, and then read the 
third time, and passed. 

The House then adjourned. 





The following notices of petitions presented to- 
day were handed to the reporters by the members 
presenting them: 

By Mr. ST. JOUN: The petition of William L. Henderson 
and 36 others, citizens of the northwest part of the State ot 
Ohio, asking the establishment of a post route from Upper 
Sandusky, in Crawtord county, Ohio, to Fort Wayne, in tLe 
State of Indiana. 

By Mr. HENRY DODGE: The petition of 190 citizens of 
the town of Sheboygan, Sheboygan county, Territory of 
Wisconsin, asking Congress for an appropriation for the 
construction of a harbor at the mouth of the Sheboygun riv- 
er, on the western shore of lake Michigan, in said Territo- 
ry: referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. SAMPLE: The petition of James R. MeCord and 
41 others, citizens of the county of Elkhart, Indiana, pray- 
ing a reduction of the present rates of postage 

sy Mr. MCCLELLAND: Three petitions from citizens of 
Michican and Indiana, for an appropriation to improve the 
harbor at New Buffalo, on Lake Michigan. Also a petition 
from the common council of the village of Adrian, Michi- 
gan, for a grant of a certain lot of ground therein men- 
tioned, 

By Mr. SIMONS: The memoria! of John Goulding and 
many citizens of Stratford, Deby, Milford, and Huntington, 
praying an appropriation to improve the mouth of the Hous- 
atonic river, or Stratford harbor. 

By Mr. GRINNELL: The petition of James Howland and 
others for placing buoys in Buzzard’s bay. 

By Mr. HUNGERFORD: The petition of inhabitants of 
Oswego and Jeflerson counties, New York, tor completion 
of the piers at the mouth of Salmon river, Oswege county 

By Mr. A. P. STONE: The memorial of James Kussell and 
243 others, citiz of the State of Ohio, praying Congress 
to furnish the said Russell with the means to builda national 
planetarium in thé city of Washington. 

By Mr. TIBBATTS: The memorial of Thomas J. Halder- 
man and 113 others, citizens of the Mississippi valley, pray- 
ing that Congress may, at as early a day as practicable, pass 
the bill of the House of Representatives, No. 7i, entitled A 
bill to amend an act entitled an act to provide for the better 
security of lives of passengers on board of steamboats, ap- 
proved July 9, 1838: referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

By Mr. BUFFINGTON: The petition of Samuel Agnew 
and 30 others, citizens of Butler, Pennsylvania, praying a 
reduction of postage. The petition of Francis MeKee and 
37 others, citizens of Yuntingdon and adjoining counties, 
praying a reduction of postage. The petition of Samuel 
Agnew and 30 others, citizens of Butler, Pennsylvania, re- 
monstrating against the annexation of Texas. 

By Mr. ISAAC E. MORSE: The petition of A. B. McMil- 
lan: referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

By Mr. IRVIN: The memorial of a large and respectable 
number of the citizens of Huntingdon and the adjoining 
counties of Pennsylvania, in favor of a reduction of post- 
age. 
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By Mr. ROBINSON: The petitions from citizens of Oswe- 
go county, New York, praying for a further appropriation 
to improve the harbor at Port Ontario, New York; which 
were referred to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. WENTWORTH called up four petitions from four 
citizens of Kendali county, Illinois, George Hollenback, 
George B. Hollenback, and two others, for damages sus- 
tained in the Black Hawk war, and had them referred again 
to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. FOSTER: The petition of S. P. Herron and others, 
citizens of Alleghany county, Pennsylvania, praying for the 
abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. BRINKERHOFF: The petition of citizens of Cold 
Creek, Ohio, praying an appropriation for the improvement 
ofthe harbor of Sandusky, Ohio. Petition of citizens of 
Sandusky for an gy a for the improvement of the 
harbor at Vermillion, Ohio; which were referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. MOSELEY: The petition of Stephen York, of 
Clarence, New York, for compensation for property lost 
during the late war with Great Britain. 

By Mr. THOMPSON: The petition of sundry citizens of 
Mississippi and Arkansas, praying the erection of a military 
road from Helena, Arkansas, to the highlands in the State 
of Mississippi: referred to the Committee on Roads and 
Canals. 

By Mr. W. HUNT: The petition of citizens of Loekport, 
New York, fora grantof land to aid in extending the Wa- 
bash and Erie canal. The petition of citizens of Lockport, 
New York, for the repeal of all laws legalizing slavery, 
&e. 

By Mr. HUDSON: The petition of Samuel B. Hubbard 
and others, of Holden, Massachusetts, against the annexation 
of Texas. 





House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
January 28, 1845. 

Mr. Pratt of New York presented the memorial 
of Asa Whitney, (a merchant of that State, who 
has recently returned from China,) praying for the 
appropriation of a certain portion of the public 
lands for constructing a railroad from Lake Mich. 
igan through the Rocky mountains to the Oregon 
Territory, on the shores of the Pacific ocean. 

On presenting this memorial, Mr. P. remarked, 
that the subject was one of the most important char- 
acter—alike valuable and magnificent—well worthy 
of the attention and pstronage of the American peo- 
ple. Now that the Oregon question is under dis- 
cussion in the halls of Congress, and indeed every- 
where throughout the whole land—now is emphat- 
ically the time for considering most seriously all 
the bearings of an important project of this charac- 
ter. For the most extended commercial purposes— 
for the convenience and advantage of the whole 
American people—and last, but not least, for the 
purpose of securing the American interests in the 
vast regions of Oregon, and promoting the capaci- 
ties of our common country for warlike defence as 
well as for all the advantages of peaceful intercourse 
between the people dwelling on the shores of the 
Atlantic and Pacific oceans, the project of facilitating 
the intercourse by railroad and steam-power is one 
of the noblest to which the attention of our fellow- 
citizens and the energies of our government could now 
bedirected. Such a vast line of communication, once 
completed, would prove an invaluable auxiliary in 
cementing the interests of our widely extended ter- 
ritory—in extending the blessings of our free insti- 
tutions—in strengthening the friendly bonds which 
link together these States in one grand political con- 
federacy. And, in addition to all this, from the 
facilities which such a line of intercourse would 
afford—from the fact that, in furnishing a direct 
westerly passage between Europe and China, it 
would consummate what Columbus and other 
navigators long sought to obtain—in addition to 
all the foregoing considerations, he repeated, this 
Atlantic and Pacific railroad, managed with proper 
liberality, would soon become the highway of nations. 

In conclusion, Mr. Pratt again invoked for the 
whole subject the earmest consideration of this 
House, and of the people at large—especially as 
this project contemplates the settlement of the coun- 
try along the route, as the work upon the railroad 
alepanns in its progress towards the Pacific ocean. 

After the remarks of~Col. Pratt, the memorial, on 
his motion, was referred to the Committee on Rail- 
roads and Canals. 


To the Senate and House of Repwesentatives of the 
United States, in Congress assembled. 


Your memorialist begs respectfully to represent 
to your honorable body, that, by rivers, railroads, 
and canals, all the States east and north of the 
Potomac connect directly with the waters of the 
great lakes. That there isa chain of railroads in 
projection, and being built, from New York to the 
southern shores of Lake Michigan, crossing all the 
veins of communication to the ocean, through all the 
States south and east of the Ohio river, producing com- 
mercial, political, and national results and benefits, 
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which must be seen and felt through all our vast 
confederacy. 

Your memorialist would further represent to your 
honorable body, that he has devoted much time and 
attention to the subject of a railroad from Lake Michi- 
gan through the Rocky mountains to the Pacific ocean, 
and that he finds such a route practicable, the re- 
sults from which wou'd be incalculable—far beyond 
the imagination of man to estimate. To the inte- 
rior of our wide-spread country, it would be as the 
heart is to the human body. It would, whenall 
completed, cross all the mighty rivers and streams 
which wend their way to the ocean, through our 
vast and rich valleys, from Oregon to Maine—a 
distance of more than three thougand miles. 

The incalculable importance of such a chain of 
roads will readily be seen and appreciated by your 
honorable body. It would enable us, in the short 
space of eight days (and perhaps less) to concen- 
trate all the forces of our vast country at any point 
from Maine to Oregon, in the interior or on the 
coast; such easy and rapid communication, with 
such facilities for exchanging the different products 
of the different parts, would bring all our immensely 
wide-spread population together as in one vast city 
—the moral and social effects of which must har- 
monize all together as one family, with but one in- 
terest—the general good of all. 

Your memorialist respectfully represents further 
to your honorable body, that the roads from New 
York to Lake Michigan, a distance of eight hun- 
dred and forty miles, will no doubt be completed by 
the States through which they pass, or by private 
individuals. That from Lake Michigan to the 
mouth of the Columbia river on the Pacific, is two 
thousand one hundred and sixty miles—making 
from New York to the Pacific three thousand miles— 
and can be performed in eight days. From Co- 
lumbia river to the Sandwich Islands is two thousand 
one hundred miles—making from New York to the 
Sandwich Islands five thousand one hundred miles. 
From the Columbia river to Japan is five thousand 
six hundred miles—making from New York to Japan 
eight thousand six hundred miles. From Colum- 
bia river to Amoy, in China, (the port nearest to 
the tea and silk provinces,) is six thousand 
two hundred miles—making from New York 
to Amoy only nine thousand two hundred 
miles; which, with a railroad to the Pacific, 
and thence to China by steamers, can be per- 
formed in thirty days, being now a sailing distance 
of nearly seventeen thousand miles, and requiring 
from one hundred to one hundred fifty days for its 
performance. Then the drills and sheetings of 
Connecticut, Rhode Island, and Massachusetts, and 
other manufactures of the United States, may be 
transported to China in thirty days; and the teas 
and rich silks of China, in exchange, come back to 
New Orleans, to Charleston, to Washington, to 
Baltimore, to Philadelphia, New York, and to Bos- 
ton, in thirty days more. 

Comment is unnecessary. Your honorable body 
will readily see the revolution to be wrought by this 
in the entire commerce of the world, and that this 
must inevitably be its greatest channel—when the 
rich freights from the waters of the Mississippi and 
the Hudson will fill to overflowing, with the prod- 
ucts of all the earth, the store-houses of New York 
and New Orleans, the great marts dividing the com- 
merce of the world; while each State and every 
town in our vast confederacy would receive its just 
proportion of influence and benefits, compared with 
its vicinity to, or facility to communicate with, any 
of the rivers, canals, or railroads crossed by this 
great road. 

Your memorialist would respectfully represent to 
your honorable body, the political importance of the 
a ena affo:ding a communication from 

ashington to the Columbia river in less than eight 
days, a naval depot, with a comparatively small na- 
vy, would command the Pacific, the South Atlantic 
and Indian oceans, and the Chinese seas. 

Your memorialist begs respectfully to represent 
further to your honorable body, that he can see no 
ways or means by which this great and important 
object can be accomplished for ages to come, except 
by a grant of a sufficient — of the public do- 
main; and your memorialist believes that, from the 
proceeds of such a grant, he will be enabled to com- 
plete said road in a reasonable time, and at the same 
time settle this vast region of country, so far as the 
lands may be found suited to cultivation, with an in- 
dustrious and frugal people; thus, in a comparatively 
short space of time, accomplishing what would oth- 
erwise require ages, and thus at once giving us 


the power of dictation to those who will not lon 
remain satisfied without an attempt to dictate to 
us. 

Our system of free government works so wel] 
diffusing so much intelligence, dispensing equal 
justice, and insuring safety to all, and roducing go 
much comfort and prosperity, that its ink uence must 
like a mighty flood, sweep away all other systems, 
But let us not flatter ourselves that this overwhelm- 
ing current is not to meet resistance; for to us dj- 
rectly will that resistance be applied; and your me- 
morialist believes that we must yet meet the despe. 
rateand final struggle which shall perpetuate our 
system and religious and civil liberty. 


Your honorable body are aware of the over-popy- 
lation of Europe; and your memorialist would re- 
spectfully represent that, by the application of ma- 
chinery and its substitution for manual labor, the 
latter no longer receives its just or sufficient reward: 
and eaneneee in the fear of starvation at home. 
are driven to our shores, heping, from our 
wide-spread and fertile soil, to tnd arich reward 
for their labors. Many of them ignarant, and all in- 
emperienced, having been herded together in 
large numbers at home, dread separation, even from 
misery—fear the wilderness or the prairie, and re. 
fuse to leave the city. Their small means soon ex- 
hausted, they see abundance around them, almost 
without price; but that small price they can no longer 

ay. JD any plunges them into vice, and per- 

aps crime, and they become burdensome to our 
citizens—all which evils are increasing to an alarm- 
ing extent; and your memorialist believes they must 
increase, unless there can be some great and impor- 
tant _— in our interior to which such emigrants 
can be attracted immediately on their -landing, and 
where their little means, with their labor, can pur. 
chase lands, where they will escape the tempting 
vices of our cities, and where they will have a home, 
and their labor from their own soil will produce, not 
only their daily bread, but, in time, an affluence of 
which they could never have dreamed in their na- 
tive land. 


Your memorialist believes that this road will 
be the great and desirable point of attraction; that it 
will relieve our cities from a vast amount of misery, 
vice, crime, and taxation; that it will take the poor 
unfortunates to a land where they will be compelled 
to labor for a subsistence, and as they will soon find 
that their labor and efforts receive a just and suffi- 
cient reward, finding themseves surrounded with 
comfort and plenty, the reward of their own toil, 
their energies will Kindle into a flame of ambition 
and desire, and we shall be enabled to educate them 
to our system—to industry, prosperity, and virtue. 

Your memorialist would further respectfully rep- 
resent to your honorable body that, from an esti- 
mate as near accurate as can be made short of an 
actual survey, the cost of said road, to be built in a 
safe, good, and substantial manner, will be about 
$50,000,000; and as the road cannot, from the situ- 
ation of the uninhabited country through which it 
will pass, earn anything, or but little, before its com- 
pletion, then a further sum will be required to keep 
it in operation, repairs, &c., of $15,000,000, making 
the total estimated cost of said road, when complete, 
the sum of $65,000,000. 


It may require some years before the earnings of 
said road, at the low rate of tolls necessary for its 
complete success, can be much, if anything, beyond 
its current expenses for repairs, &c.; but aftera 
comparatively short period of years, and at the very 
lowest possible rate of tos, it must earn more than 
ample for its repairs and expenses. It would be 
the only channel for the commerce of all the 
western coast of Mexico and South America, of the 
Sandwich Islands, Japan, all China, Manilla, Aus- 
tralia, Java, Singapore, Calcutta, and Bombay—not 
only all ours, but the commerce of all Europe, to 
the most of these places, must pass this road. Your 
memorialist says must, because the saving of time, 
so all-important to the merchant, from the long and 
hazardous voyage around either of the capes, would 
compel it; and ina few years would be built up 
towns, cities, and villages, from the lake to the 
ocean, which would alone support the road. 


Being built from the public lands, the road should 
be free, except so far as sufficient for the necessary 
expenses of keeping it in operation, repairs, &c., 
&c.; and your memorialist believes that, at a very 
low rate of tolls, a sum would be gained sufficient, 
after ail current expenses, to make a handsome dis- 
tribution for public education; and asa part of the 
earnings of the road will be from foreign commerce, 





eT anigaaateneacnanaeadeasnpencmantnaiemmnanenatememanpapateedipa=ame pannus 





_ 


your memorialist begs respectfully to submit the 
sybject to your wise consideration. 

Your memorialist respectfully further represents 
to your honorable body, that, from the knowledge 
he can procure, he finds that the lands for a long 
distance east of the mountains are of little or no 
value for culture; that through and for some dis- 
ance beyond the mountains would also be of very 
little if any value; and therefore your memorialist is 
satisfied that it will require an entire tract of sixty 
miles in width, from as near to Lake Michigan as 
the unappropriated lands commence to the Pacific 
Ocean. herefore, in view of all the important 
considerations here set forth, your memorialist is 
induced to pray that your honorable body will grant 
to himself, his heirs and assigns, such tract of land, 
the proceeds of which to be strictly and faithfully 
applied to the building and completing the said road 
—always with such checks and guaranties to your 
honorable body as shall secure a faithful perform- 
ance ofall the obligations and duties of your me- 
morialist; and that, after the faithful completion of 
this great work, should any lands remain unsold, 
any moneys due for lands, or any balance of mo- 
neys received for lands sold, and which have not 
been required for the building of this road, then all 
and every of them shall belong to your memorialist, 
his heirs and assigns forever. 

Your memorialist prays further, that your honor- 
able body will order a survey of said route, to com- 
mence at some point to be fixed upon as most desira- 
ble, on the shores of Lake Michigan, between the 
42d and 45th degrees of north latitude; thence west 
to the gap or pass in the mountains; and thence by 
the most practicable route to the Pacific ocean. 

Your memorialist would respectfully represent 
one further consideration to your honorable body— 
that, in his opinion, Oregon must fast fill up with an 
industrious, enterprising people from our States, and 
that they will soon attract and draw to them people 
from the different States of Europe, all expecting to 
share in the benefits of our free government, claim- 
ing its care and protection; but the difficulty of ac- 
cess to them either by land or water will forbid such 
a hope. And your memorialist believes that the 
time is not far distant when Oregon must become a 
State of such magnitude and importance as, unless 
this rapid mode of intercommunication shall be 
employed in preserving the Union, to compel the 
establishment of a separate government—a sepa, 
rate nation, which will have cities, ports 
and harbors, all free, inviting all the nations of 
the earth to a free trade with them, where the 
will control and monopolize the valuable fisheries of 
the Pacific, control the coast trade of Mexico and 
South America, of Sandwich Islands, Japan, and 
all China, and be our most dangerous and successful 
rivals in the commerce of the world. But your 
memorialist believes that this road will unite them 
to us, enabling them to receive the protecting care of 
our government, sharing in its blessings, benefits, 
and prosperity, and imparting to us our share of the 
great benefits from their local position, enterprise, 
and industry. But your honorable body will see all 
this, and more; and your memorialist, as in duty 


bound, will ever pray. 
A. WHITNEY. 
January 28, 1845. 





IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, January 30, 1845. 


On motion by Mr. HUNTINGTON, the Chair was em- 
powered to appoint another member on the Committee on 
Commerce, to fill the vacancy occasioned by the withdrawal 
from the Senate of the late senator from New York. 

Mr. BATES fmade a similar motion with reference to 
the vacancy on the Committee on Pensions; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented a remonstrance from sundry 
citizens of Skaneateles, New York, against the annéxation 
of Texas to the United States: referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

Mr. BENTON presented a memorial from sundry inhab- 
itants of Alleghany county, Maryland, urging the necessity 
of the occupation of the Oregon Territory, and of giving 
notice to the British government for the termjnation of the 
joint occupation: ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. WHITE presented the memorial of the board of man- 
agers of the American Indian Missionary association.praying 
certain ameliorations in the laws regulating the Indian 
country, and that measures may be taken for more accurately 
defining the boundary of that country: ordered to be 
printed, and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

_ Mr. MOREHEAD presented a memorial from certain cit- 

izens and members of the bar of the county of Hamilton, 

Ohio, Praying that the United States district and circuit 

courts, now held at Columbus, may in future be held at 

een Ohio: referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
ciary. 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Judiciary, re- 
ported back, without amendment, and with a recommenda- 
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tion that it do pass, the bill from the House entitled “an act 
giving the Territories of lowa and Wisconsin jurisdiction 
over offences committed in the Indian country within their 
borders.” : 

Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads, reported a joint resolution for the relief of 
Seth M. Leavenworth; which was read, and ordered toa 
second reading, andthe report made last session on this 
subject to be printed. 

Mr. DICKINSON, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
made an adverse report on the bill forthe relief of Hugh 
Wallace Wormley; which was ordered to be printed. 

On motion, it was ordered that when the Senate adjourn, 
it adjourn till Monday next. 

Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, re 
ported back, without amendment, and with a recommenda- 
tion that it do pass, the joint resolution in relation to sus- 
a the operation of the third section of the joint reso 
ution of the last session, which requires that, before any 
expenditure of money shall be made in constructing the 
navy-yard at Memphis, Tennessee, the assent of that State 
shall be had to make use of the site selected for that ob- 
ject. 

Mr. MILLER; from the Committee on the District of Co- 
lumbia, reported back, without amendment, the act to 
change the time of holding the district andcriminal courts 
of the county of Washington, District of Columbia. 

The bill from the House entitled An act making appropria- 
tion for the payment of revolutionary and other pensioners 
of the United States forthe year ending 30th June, 1846; 
and 

House bill entitled An act making appropriation for cer- 
tain fortifications of the United States for the fiscal year be- 
ginning Ist July, 1845, and ending 39th June, 1846, were 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on Finance; and 

The bill from the House making appropriations for the 
service ofthe Post Office Department for the fiscal year 
ending 30th June, 1846, was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee onthe Post Office and Post Roads. , 

On motion by Mr. BAYARD, the previous orders of the 
day were postponed, and the Senate resumed the considera- 
tion of the billsupplementary to the act entitled An act to 
provide for the enlistment of boys inthe naval service of the 
United States. 

On motion by Mr. B., the bill was amended so as to au- 
thorize and empower the commanders of vessels to exer- 
cise, in foreign ports where there are no consuls, all the 
powers exercised by consuls in relation to the marines of 
the United States. 

On motion by Mr. EVANS, the previous orders of the 
day were postponed, and the bill for the relief of the legal 
representatives of James Bell, deceased, was taken up for 
consideration, as in committee of the whole. 

The bill was then amended, on the motion of Mr. E., by 
striking out the words “legal representatives,” and insett- 
ing the names of the persons entitled to the benefit of the 
act. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, and ordered to 
be engrossed and read a third time. 

On motion by Mr. HUNTINGTON, the previous orders 
ofthe day were pestponed, and the Senate took up for con- 
sideration, as incommittee ofthe whole, the bill relating to 
revenue cutters and steamers. The amendment of the Com- 
mittee on Commerce having been agreed to, the bill was re- 
ported to the Senate and ordered to be engrossed fora third 
reading. 


ASSISTANT SURGEONS AND ASSISTANT PUR- 


SERS. 

On motion by Mr. BAYARD, the Senate took up for con- 
sideration, as in committee of the whole, the bill authoriz- 
ing the appointment of assistant surgeons and assistant 
pursers in the navy. 

Mr. B. moved to amend the bill by adding at the end of 
the secend section the following: 


“No person shall be appointed assistant ae whose 
age is less thantwenty-one years, or more than thirty-five 
years, and who shall not have been examined by three pur- 
sers, and found fully competent to keep a set of books.” 


Mr. CRITTENLEN did not see the necessity or pro- 
riety of disfranchising those who may be over thirty-five. 

here are many proper men over thirty-five. He did not 
like it, and waohl propose forty-five. 

Mr. BAYARD said Ee did not suppose that his honorable 
friend from Kentucky would ever become a candidate for 
the distinguished position of assistant purser. If so, he 
should be sorry to see him excluded by the operation of 
this rule. Itis proposed that there shall bea new class of 
assistant pursers, who shall enter service young, and from 
which class the pursers shall afterwards be appointed. The 
propriety of sucha class willbe found in the fact, that the 
duties of purserare severe sea duties, which coe that 
persons when commencing a career of that kind should be 
young and vigorous, and capable of adapting themselves to 
such service. 

It would be found that the board established during the 
administration of General Jacksonto make regulations for 
the navy, introduced in their regulations, and applied 
that principle to the pursers; and he eould not see why it 
should not be applied to the assistant pursers. 

The adoption of this amendment was doing nothing more 
than prescribing the limitation in the regulations for 
another class, established by this competent board of naval 
officers. It was applied by them to the pursers themselves, 
and he could see no reason why the rule would not be a ju- 
dicious one when applied to the new grade proposed to be 
raised. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. BAYARD, the bill was further amend- 
ed by alding the following: 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That no person shall be 
appointed a chaplain in the navy whose age exceeds thirty 
years, and who shall not be a clergyman of liberal acquire- 
ments, in sound health, and in regular standing with the de- 
nomination to which he belongs. His clerical qualifica- 
tions shall be established by testimonials from the faculty of 
the institution in which he was educated, or from some reg- 
ular ecclesiastical body with which he is connected, to- 
gether with the certificate of a chaplain in the navy, to be 





























designated by the Secretary of the navy; and the soundness 
of his health and constitution shall be established by the 
certificate of a surgeon inthe navy. All chaplains shall 
perform at least three years sea service before being order- 
ed to navy yards, receiving vessels, or naval hospitals, or 
on any other duty on shore; and no chaplain who has not 
performed at least three years sea service shall be entitled 
to receive pay when on leave of absence, or waiting or- 
ders. Every chaplain, after having periormed five years sea 
service, shall be entitled te receive an addition of two hun- 
dred dollars to his pay. 


Sec. 4. and be it further enacted, That whenthe offices 
of chief ofthe bureau of construction, equipment, and re- 
pairs, and of chiefof the burean of provisions and clothing, 
shall be held by captains in the naval service, the salary of 
those officers shall be the same as that of the chief of ‘the 
bureau of navy-yards and docks, and in lieu of all othe: 
compensation in the naval service 

There being no further amendment, the bill was reported 
to the Senate. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN said he believed if the Senate right- 
ly understood this bill, they would hesitate about making 
this addition to the naval service of the United States. The 
bill itself was one that seemed to him to require a good 
deal of explanation. How was it that it had become neces 
sary to add twelve pursers and fifteen assistant surgeons to 
the number already in the service! And why was it that 
no man should be appointed a chaplain in the navy who 
was over thirty years of age’? He had no doubt that his 
friend (Mr. Bavanp}] Knew better than he did, how anec- 
clesiastical authority of this kind ought to be exercised; but, 
inhis judgment, if he was at all competent to decide, he 
should say that no man ought to become a chaplain until he 
was thirty. The honable gentleman, however, took another 
view of the question—that no man over thirty should take 
this oftice. He was really astonished atsuch a proposition 
as this; as much so as he was at this sileut sort of mode of 
increasing thirty or forty in number the officers of the na 
vy. He had no doubt the gentleman would be able to give 
some explanation upon this subject. bor the present, he 
moved to lay the bill on the table. 


The motion being withdrawn for the purpose of explana 
tion, 

Mr. BAYARD observed that the senator from Kentucky 
[Mr. Carvrenpen) expressed very great surprise in relation 
to the provisions of this bill, and then confessed that he had 
not studied the subject. He (Mr. B.) was not at all sur- 
prised that the honorable senator should not be able to sus 
tain his premises. That gentleman could scarcely suppose 
that this measure was got up as a mere matter of debate. 
If he had turned to the report of the Secretary of the Navy, 
he would have seen that the attention of the President and 
Congress was drawn to the necessity of this increase in 
the naval service. The committee had made inquiries, and 
had called upon the proper authority for a specification of 
these wants. They required that information, as to the na- 
ture of these wants, in order that they might act under- 
standingly upon this subject; and forthe necessity of those 
additions, they had the authority ofa board of naval officers, 
who had been convened for the express purpose of making 
regulations for the navy. The gentleman (Mr. Caitren- 
pen] had expressed much astonishment ata matter which 
he seemed to regard as very strange—the provision relating 
to chaplains. The strangeness was in his conception of the 
matter—not inp the matter itself. It was a regulation prepared 
under the auspices of the Secretary of the Navy, with the as- 
sent of a most respectable board of officers, that no person 
shall be appojnted chaplain in the navy who shall not be reg- 
ularly ordained, of liberal education, of unimpeachable 
moral character, of sound health, and not exceeding thirty 
years of age.” The gentlemen who composed the board 
were quite as competent to judge of the propriety and a 
cessity of this arrangement as either the Senate or the con 
mittee. Those who had heretofore been there, were many 
of them little better than pensioners. Old men were placed 
in a service which required a strong and vigorous Constitu- 
tion, great familiarity with the character of the sailor, and 
some training in carly life, in order to be qualified for the 
service atall. Old men who had never been to sea were 
put in a service which they were not able to perform, and 
then allowed leave of absence on $800 a year. No such per- 
sons were wanted in the navy. They required men who 
were capable of doing duty. So far as clerical education 
was concerned, let himisay, a clergyman did not learn 
much after thirty years of age. 

Itsurely did not require thirty years to become acquaint- 
ed with the fundamental principles of the Christian system. 
A clergyman did not grow better by age, like an old cask of 
Madeiza wine. He did not improve in knowledge, hke the 
surgeon. There was an apparent propricty, therefore, in 
this arrangement. 

He, (Mr.B.,) ifhe had not seen the propriety himself, 
would have been perfectly satisfied to rely upon the judg- 
ment of the board of officers who had examined this subject. 
He had in his pocket a letter from amost respectable cler- 
gyman, which took precisely the same view that he did. 
He would read a passage from it. [Here Mr. B. read an 
extract from a letter, stating that it had been ascertained, by 
experience, that very few chaplains who had entered the 
navy, after the age of thirty, had acquired those hab- 
its which were necessary to the proper discharge of their 
duty; and that, asa further evidence of the necessity of 
some restriction of this kind, there had been in the navy 
three chaplains, who were appointed after they were sixt 
roms of age; and, so far asthe executive was concerned, 

e might as well appointed the dead.} 

It was a well established fact, then, that the service want- 
ed none but efficient men, ifit was possible to cbtain such 
men by any limitation of law; and to show the necessity of 
the increase proposed in the bill, he would read a short ex- 
tract from the report of the Secretary of the Nevy. 


“An increase of the number of pursérs and surgeons is re- 
spectfully recommended. The number of the former is not 
sufficient to relieve the commanding officers from the ne- 
cessity of performing the duties of purser. For this they 
are not compensated; the duties are not professional, and 
they are sometimes involved in apparent defalcations, for 
want of knowledge of accounts of the required forms 
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of vouchers. The duties of disbursing officer places the 
commander in such arelation to the crew as to affect in- 
Jjunously the discipline of the ship. If provision shall be 
made for the increase of the number of disbursing officers of 
the navy, as is earnestly recommended, it may be effected 
with more economy, and with great advantage, by au- 
thorizing the appointment of assistant pursers, at a small 
salary. Twelve such officers might be employed with 
great advantage in the small vessels in commission. They 
would acquire an accurate knowledge of their duties, and 
constitute a class from which promotions to the more im- 
portant and responsible office of purser might be advanta- 
geously made. Inthe British naval service, the employment 
of clerks in charge, in the smaller vessels, doing the duty of 
purser, has been approved, after long experience.” 


And again, with regard to surgeons: 


“The number of surgeons and assistants is found to be he- 
low the wants of the service. The Oregon had to proceed 
to sea recently witha citizen surgeon, and the voluntary 
but reluctant resignation of several passed assistant sur- 
geons of great merit shows that the duties required of those 
in service are greater than they ought to be subjected to.” 


So much for the report of the Secretary of the Navy, in 
which he earnestly recommends the appointment of ines 
officers. But the committee were not satisfied with that 
general statement. They required a particular explanation 
of the wants of the service; and, upon application to the 
department, the following exhibition was furnished, dated 
January 9,1845 Jt transmits the names of the officers, and 
a statement of the vessels for which pursers are required. 
Upon looking over this list, which was very full and com- 
plete, he found not less than ten vessels in which the duties 
of purser were performed by the commanding officer. The 
names of the vessels were given in the list. It was impo- 
sing — the commanding officer of a ship to compel him 
to perform the duties of his own station and also the duties 
of purser. The committee, after considering this detailed 
exposition of the case, came to the conclusion that there 
was a necessity foran addition of twelve pursers tothe na- 
vy, and they accordingly reported this provision. In re- 
a to the surgeons, there was a detailed statement from 
the bureav. of surgery and medicine, showing precisely 
what the wants of that branch of service were. In that 
statement, the chief of the bureau, Dr. Harris, shows an 
apparent necessity for twenty-five assistant surgeons; but 
the committee were not willing to go beyond fifteen. It 
was, therefore, not unadvisedly, or without consideration of 
the whole subject inall its bearings, that the committee 
had come to this conclusion—a conclusion founded upon 
the expressed opinionof the proper bureau of the depart- 
ment, and of the secretary hinseelf, who was at the head of 
the department. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said that the honorable senator had 
furnished the Senate with asort of explanation of the sub- 
ject which rendered the bill less satisfactory than it was 
before, by his admission of afew simple facts. He had in- 
formed the Senate that he was brought to the conclusion 
that an addition of fifteen surgeons and twelve pursers was 
necessary; and yet he had not saida word about the num- 
ber now in the service. Now, he, (Mr.C.) had a book 
which contained the number. There were sixty-nine sur- 
geons in the service; and yet the Oregon was obliged to 
sail without an official surgeon! What had become of the 
sixty-nine, whenthe Oregon was about to sail? Had we 
sixty-nine ships at sea, or one halfthat number at any one 
time? Had we ever at sea at one time anything like the 
number of vessels that we have of surgeonsin the navy? 
If we had a hundred and fifty surgeons it might still be that 
a vessel might be compelled to sail without a surgeon. 
There are already in the service sixty-nine surgeons, and 
sixty-seven pursers. Why sixty-nine surgeons, and sixty 
seven pursers could not supply the wants of a navy that 
was never under commission at one time, to anything like 
that number of vessels, was a matter, he thought, upon 
which some explanation was needed—and he did not believe 
that any satisfactory explanation could be given. In 
his opinion the increase proposed was not necessary— 
unless, indeed, it was necessary to have such a number of 
officers as would enable the honorable gentleman [Mr. Bay- 
arp] without the least inconvenience to any of those offi- 
cers, to require their services at sea’ He (Mr. C.) knew 
very well thatthese surgeons were not only necessary on 
board of ships, but on stations ashore; but it seemed to him 
that there was already an adequate supply in the service for 
allstations. Could the gentleman state how many stations 
there were on shore in want of surgeons? For sea service 
there were enough, and infinitely more than enough; and, 
for all he knew to the contrary, there were enough, and 
more than enough, both of pursers and surgeons, for all our 
naval stations besides. Jt seemed to him to be no very light 
matter to require Congress to increase at once the number 
of our officers at this rate, by a provision of the bill, which 
would soon, if we were to go on in the same way, encum- 
ber the Navy Department. The other provision was one 
of less consequence—as to the age of the chaplain. Stillhe 
was far from Soieg satisfied with the explanation which the 
honorable senator had given on this subject; and he almost 
feared to ask for any further explanation, for he was a little 
surprised to find that the honorable gentleman seemed to 
have a little personal feeling when he rose—rather choosing 
to ascribe the doubt of the propriety of this measure to ig- 
norance on his (Mr. C.’s) part, than to any omission on his 
own. 

His (Mr. C’s) surprise could only originate from his igno- 
rance; and then followed a sort of explanation which the 
the honorable gentleman made to enlighten him on the 
subject. The argument ofthe gentleman was very strange, 
though perhaps it — be right. But as he (Mr. C.) was 
no metaphysians, he did not go very deeply into the matter. 
Perhaps the true state of the case was, that he did not right- 
ly appreciate the argument of the honorable gentleman. He 
[Mr. Bavarp] said that the reason for making his li nitation 
in regard to the age of clergymen, was directly the reverse 
of what it was in regard to all other professions—for in- 
stance, that ofa senator. Now, the honorable senator must 
be at least thirty years old. He was obliged to be that be- 
fore he became a member of the Senate; but no man could 
be appointed chaplain in the navy, unless he be less than 
thirty. The reason was, that it was right enough to sclect 
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the honorable senator and himself, after they were thirty 
years ofage. They go on improving in experience; but 
the preacher stops short. There is an impassable line in 
the way of his improvement. By thirty years, he has 
reached the full amount of knowledge and experience. He 
can never improve after that. Not at all. After that, he 
becomes like an old cask that is perfectly useless—a cask 
that won't hold wine, or anything else. 

And this was the argument with which he was enlighten- 
ed on this subject! 

He did not know why the clergyman might not improve 
after the age of thirty—why the Christian, as well as the 
infidel, might not impreve. There was no reason for it; 
nor could he see any reason why they should be examined, 
like raw recruits, and qualified bor the office by being under 
thirty years of age, and perfectly sound men. He did not 
care from what authority such a recommendation as this 
came. He spoke it without intending any disrespect, or 
any disparagement to the board of officers or others; but so 
far as he could judge for himself, no authority should con- 
trol him upon this subject. There could be no reason for 
excluding men who had attained the age of thirty. His 
whole experience had been to the contrary; and if he were 
compelled to make any exceptions on the score ef age, it 
would be in favor of those whe had attained that, or more 
than the age of thirty. He should think the veneration 
which age would give tothe character of the clergyman 
would be an additional recommendation. He should think 
the respect which is natural for years, anda venerable and 
dignified deportment, would have its influence on the minds 
of the sailors—amuch greater and a much better influence 
than the bearing of one of your juvenile clergy, who is as 
much in danger of falling into the habits of sailors as sail- 
ors are of becoming pious or imbibing religious notions. 
No--he was for no provision of this sort. 

There was another objectionable restriction, too. 
The clergyman must be a manof liberal education. How 
much education was necessary to make up a liberal educa- 
tion? He knew many a backwoods preacher who was a 
thousand times better fitted for the office, though possessed 
of very little book learning, than many men of more liberal 
education. There was a great deal requisite to qualify a 
man to be a chaplain. He must be under thirty years old, 
of liberal education, and, above all, sound; just as if he 
were a foot soldier, about to be enlisted. Now, while he 
thought he could trust to the discretion of the officer of the 
department, not to appoint men decrepid from old age, or 
incompetent to perform their duties trom disease, he saw 
no reason why achaplain should be required to be sound— 
absolutely sound in body or health. There were many con- 
ditions of life, farremoved from a perfect state of health, 
which would not at all disqualify him for performing his du- 
ties. He (Mr. C.) feared, also, that an interpretation could 
be given to the words liberal education, which, as used in 
the bill, would have the effect of excluding many a compe- 
tent and meritorious man. No man would like to feel him- 
self unqualified. A great many of the worthiest clergy—(and 
he happened to know many worthy people of that ae) 
who were not remarkably well educated, and yet who ha 
as much education as fitted them for the discharge of all 
their religious dutics—would be excluded under this pro- 
vision about “liberal education.” Could not this thing be 
committed to the executive officer ofthe government? Why 
does the Secretary of the Navy so anxiously solicit the con- 
trol of Congress on these matters? Why does he solicit it to 
control his opinion? Why does he desire it to forbid any 
man over thirty years of age from being appointed chaplain? 
Why forbid any man unless he have a Hberal education? 
And why exclude any man that is not perfectly sound? If, 
in his discretion, it be necessary, where is the use of any 
further control? If this sort of descriptio persone is to be at- 
tached to an officer of the navy— ifthe chaplain isto be un- 
der thirty, liberally educated, and sound, ought not the Re- 
corder of the Land Office to be the same? In legislating up- 
on matters of this kind, it was necessary to trust to the dis- 
cretion of the officer under whose control these appoint- 
ments are made, and to all the varying circumstances. The 
question was a very delicate one, whether, by law, we shall 
interpose a rule against those who may be just as competent 

for the station from which they are excluded, as those who, 
under the provision, are considered qualified. 

These were the views which constrained him to oppose 
the bill. He saw no necessity for the appointment of addi- 
tional surgeons and pursers, nor any reason for making 
these exclusions in regard to the chaplains. 

On motion of Mr. MERRICK, the bill was then laid onthe 
table for the present. 

Mr. SIMMONS, from the Committee on Printing, reported 
a resolution to print 10,000 copies extra, and the usual quan- 
tity of the report of the Commissioner of Patents. 

Mr. ASHLEY remurked that there was no public document 
yet printed by order of Congress, which concerned the ag- 
ricultural interests of the country. This was the only doc- 
ument which treated of that finterest. It was one of great 
importance to the agriculturist; and he would therefore 
move to amend the report of the Committee on Printing, so 
as to increase the quantity to 20,000 copies, in justice to the 
mass of the community. 

Mr. SIMMONS id the committee regarded the docu- 
ment as one of great importance to the agricultural inter- 
est; they had therefore increased the quantity from 5,000 to 
10,000 copies. He was satisfied that there was no docu- 
ment printed which gives so general satisfaction to the ag- 
ricultural portion of the country, as this document from the 
Patent Office. The committee therefore unanimously 
agreed to print 10,000 copies. A great number of this doc- 
ument was required to satisfy the demand. He should not 
therefore object to the amendment. 

Mr. PHELPS remarked that there was a great portion of 
the report which did not require to be printed at all. The 
commissioner recommends that, in printing the extra co- 
pies, that part showing a list of the patents expired and re- 
newed should be excluded. He therefore proposed so to 
modify the amendment. 

Mr. SIMMONS said he supposed that the same course 
oa be observed in printing this report as had been here- 
tofere. 

The proposition was, on the suggestion of Mr. TAPPAN, 
so amended as to allow, of the 20,000, 300 copies to the com- 
missioner. 





The geegemien. ss thus amended, was agreed to 
Mr. BAYARD reported back from the Committee on Na. 
val Affairs a bill for the relief of Nathaniel Phillips, whic 
was read twice. 
The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
Bell, deceased, was read a third time and passed. 
Mr. MOREHEAD gave notice that on Monday he wou|a 
ask leave to introduce a resolution to amend the joint reso. 
lution in relation to the collection of certain statistical inio,. 
mation. 


of James 


POST OFFICE REFORM. 


The general orders having been called, the unfinisheg 
business of yestesday was resumed, being the further coy, 
sideration, as incommittee ofthe whole, of the bill to reduce 
the rates of postage, to limit the use and correct the abuse 
of the franking privilege, and for the prevention of frauds 0, 
the revenues of the Post Office Department. 

The CHAIR stated that the pending question was on the 
motion of the senator from Alabama [Mr. Bacsy] to strike 
out the 9th section—that of providing. in lieu of the present 
franking privilege enjoyed by members of Congress and 
delegates from Territories, that five free covers for matter 
not exceeding two ounces be furnished to each daily during 
each session of Congress. : 

Mr. MERRICK moved to perfect the section before the 
question on striking out was put, by inserting alter the 
words “each member of Congress and delegate from a Ter. 
ritory,” the words ‘and the Clerk of the House of Repre. 
sentatives and Secretury of the Senate,” The object was to 
extend the free covers to those officers. 

The amendment was adopted. 

The question then recurred on Mr. Bacsy’s motion to 
strike out the section. 

Mr. JARNAGIN felt somewhat embarrassed as to voting 
on this motion, and therefore wished to be informed by the 
senator from Alabama whether it was his purpose, in case 
the motion should prevail, to follow itup by any substi. 
tute to fill the chasm? He made this inquiry, because he 
was perfectly satisfied that it was absurd to talksof low post. 
age,jif the franking privilege was not tobe got clear of al- 
together. If it was intended to offer a substitute to retain 
the franking privilege, as it now exists, he would prefer the 
modification as the section provides, and should therefore 
vote against the motion. But ifthe intention was to do 
away with the franking privilege, it should have his sup. 


ort. 

7 Mr. BAGBY did not wish to be misunderstood. He had 
stated yesterday that he was in favor of retaining, so far as 
members of Congress were concerned, the franking privi- 
lege, as it now existed, properly — against abuse; but 
the senator from Tennessee would observe, on turning to 
the 5th section of the bill, that the question which he wes 
anxious to test would come up directly upon the motion he 
(Mr. Bacsy) should submit,in case the 9th section was 
struck out. It was his intention to move to amend the filth 
section, by inserting an exception, (against the total repeal 
of all laws heretofore conferring the franking privilege,) in 
favor of members of Congress. On that question the sena- 
tor from Tennessee would have an opportunity to vote in 
accordance to his wishes. 

Mr. MERRICK explained that, from time to time, various 
laws had been passed conferring the franking privilege; and 
that, to save trouble and the multiplication of words unne- 
cessarily, the committee thought the shortest way was to 
insert this section ae the whole of these laws. So 
much of the franking privilege as it was proposed to retain 
was reconferred in the subsequent sections of the hill 
The effect of this amendment would simply be to exempt 
from repeal the laws which confer the franking privilege 
on members of Congress—letting all other laws relating to 
the franking privilege be repealed. 

Mr. PHELPS was satisfied that, without any other moii- 
fication of the bill as it came from the committee than the 
mere striking out of the 9th section, the measure would 
fail of giving satisfaction to the country. The franking 

rivilege was one of benefit tothe constituency of mem- 
Covd Congress, and not of mere personal favor to the 
members themselves. He doubted exceedingly if any 
member of Congress practically found it advantageous, 
the great advantage of the privilege enured to his constit- 
uents, and not to him. 

It was his misfortune to differ widely and radically from 
the committee which reported this bill, in relation to its 
probable effects. He felt assured that the reduction ot 
postage proposed would not meet the public expectation. He 
doubted exceedingly, if that reduction would bring into the 
mail any increase of correspondence. ; 

The reform proposed was not radical enough to effect 
anything. The main source of the evils complained of was 
left untouched. The expenditures of the department should 
be contracted and economized. Paying $300 per mile on 
routes upon which the service ought to be performed for 
half that amount, or at least two-thirds of it, and on ordina- 
ry mail stage routes, paying double the rates of contracts 
that were necessary, was the main source of embarrass- 
ment tothe department. The bill proposed no refurm ot 
those matters. 5 

The public had been led to expect a great reform in re- 
spect to the rates of postage. hat did it amount to in 
the provisions of this bill? On the great thoroughfare 
from New York to Albany, the rate of postage for single 
letters at present is 124 cents. The bill proposes reducing 
it to 10cents. Did any gentleman think a reduction of 24 
cents would either satisfy public as as to that 
route, or have the least possible effect in suppressing pr- 
vate or public expresses competing with the department 
In spite of all the penal enactments that could be devised, 
so long as private expresses would carry single letters ‘or 
5 cents while the government charged 10, penal laws would 
be disregarded, and the expresses would flourish and be 
sustained by public sentiment. He disapproved of the bill, 
then, because it was not radical enough to effect any object 
or importance. However he might regret the failure of the 
measure, he felt assured that it would be a failure; and that, 
if it go into effect with its pro rates of postage, and the 
abolition of the franking privilege of members of Congress, 
the country —_ : to es ae its revision, and for 
the restoration of this franking priv 

Mr, MERRICK observed that, in deference to the Senate, 
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‘sh he did not wish to weary witha repetition of his ar- 
pan he would refrain from reply, and submit the ques- 
tion to the vote. ae ; 

The question was then taken on striking out the ninth 
.ection, and decided in the affirmative—yeas 27, nays 17, as 
follows: 

yEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atherton, Bagby, Barrow, 
penton, Berrien, Breese, Buchanan, Clayton, Dix, Dickin- 
son, Fairfield, Foster, Ha weod, Huntington, Jarnagin, 
Lewis, Miller, Niles, Phelps, Porter, Semple, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Upham, and Walker—27. : 

yiivS—Messrs. Atchison, Bates, Colquitt, Crittenden, 
Da ‘ton, Evans, Francis, Hannegan, Hager, Mangum, Mer- 
rick, Morehead, Pearce, Simmons, White, Woodbridge, and 
Woodbury —17. 

Mr. BAGBY now moved to amend the fifth section (that 
which repeals all laws conferring the franking pivilege) by 
exempting from repeal the franking privilege now enjoyed 
by members of ne delegates from Territories, the 

residing officers of both Houses of Congress, the clerk of 
the House of Representatives, and the secretary of the 


Senate. 

— MERRICK wished, while the senator waz preparing 
his amendment in writing, to move an amendment in the 7th 
section, Which was to the effect of confining the franking 
privilege reserved to the President, Vice President, Secre- 
taries of the executive departments, Postmaster General, and 
Attorney General, to “letters and packages in relation to 
their official duties,” and to strike out ‘‘ex-Presidents, ex- 
Vice Presidents, and widows of Presidents of the United 
States;” but withheld it, Mr. Bacsy declining to suspend his 
motion. 

The exact effect of Mr. Bacsy’s motion to amend the Sth 
section, was then explained by both Mr. Meraick and Mr. 
Bagsy, to be, that all the laws conferring the franking priv- 
lege would be repealed except those in relation to the privi- 
lege to members of Congress, Delegates from Territories, 
andfthe clerk of the House of Representatives, and secretary 
ofthe Senate. 

Mr. WHITE had been waiting for some time in expecta- 
tion that some reason would be advanced why the franking 
privilege as it now exists should be retained by members of 
Congress, and taken away from a most deserving and re- 
spectable class of official persons to whom it was of great 
public importance it should be continued. He alluded to 
the deputy postmasters. 

Mr. FOSTER said the bill did not do that. 

Mr. WHITE. By the bill, the deputytpostmasters will be 
obliged to endorse on their letters “post-office business;” 
and that will restrict them from all the privilege they now 
enjoy, which in many instances is the only or chief remu- 
neration they receive for the performance of their duties. 
Besides, they might have to answer letters of inquiry touch- 
ing many public matters of information in their neighbor- 
hood, and cannot afford to do it at their own expense. 

i Mr.FOSTER. Well, make a motion to amend to that ef- 
ect. 

Mr. WHITE. A question not easily answered might 
arise as to what was “‘ofticial business.” Some would con- 
strue it one way, some another; and it would in the end 
tempt evasions, and evil consequences, Which might better 
be avoided by continuing the privilege to the deputy post- 
masters. 

Mr. W. argued at great length, and with great anxiety, in 
favor of retaining the franking privilege to deputy post- 
masters. 

Mr. MERRICK assured the senator that the pending ques- 
tion relatedto one subject, and his argument to another. 
The question at issue related to the continuance of the 
franking privilege to members of Congress. When the 
section of the bill relating to deputy postmasters came up 
the senator could try any amendment he thought proper. 

Mr. BAGBY pointed out the incongruity of mixing up a 
question about deputy postmasters with a subject distinct 
in its proposition. 

The wees was further debated at great ae particu- 
larly in relation tothe propriety of abolishing the franking 
privilege altogether for the sake of giving cheap postage in 
the most advantageous terms to the public, by Messrs. 
Bacsy, BucHanan, Merrick, and Wuite: Messrs. Bucna- 
nan and Merrick being in favor of doing away with the 
franking privilege altogether; Mr. Bacsy in favor of retain- 
ing it to members of Congress for the benefit of their con- 
stituents; and Mr. Waite in favor of continuing it to depu- 
ty postmasters as well as to members of Congress. 

Pending the arguments for and against these proposi- 
-— the further consideration of the bill was postponed, 
an 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuerspay, January 30, 1845. 


The journal having been read, 

Mr. ROBERT SMITH gave notice that he would on to- 
morrow, or some day soon thereafter, ask leave to introduce 
a bill providing that the Secretary of State shall cause all 
laws and resolutions of a public nature passed by Congress, 
to be published in a number of public newspapers, not ex- 
ceeding one in the District of Columbia, and in not more 
than three in each of the several States and Territories of the 
United States; and in like manner all public treaties ratified 
by the United States. 

The notice requiring the unanimous consent of the House, 

Mr. HOPKINS objected, and said that such a law was al- 
ready in force. 

Mr. ROBERT SMITH said that that law was repealed in 
1842, and asked for the reading of the act repealing it. 

Objections being stil! made, 

Mr. ROBERT SMITH moved a suspension of the rules; 
which motion was negatived. 


AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS. 


Mr. HENLEY asked leave to report the following reso- 
lution from the Committee on Patents: 


Resolved, That twenty-five thousand copies of the report 
of the Commissioner of Patents, without the list of patents 
granted or expired, and three thousand extra copies of the 
whole report, be printed. 





CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Objections being made, 

Mr. HENLEY moved to suspend the rules. 

Mr. WELLER desired'to know if this was not the same 
peony that was referred to the Committee on Patents last 
night. 

Mr. HENLEY vrezlied in the affirmative, and said that the 


resolution he new offered to print it came from that Com 
mittee. 


Some further conversation followed; when 

The question was put on suspending the rules, and result- 
ed in ayes 75, xoes 14. 

No quorum voting, tellers were ordered, and the vote he- 
ing again taken, the question was decided in the affirmative: 
ayes 93, noes 19. 3 

Mr. WELLER moved to amend the resolution by striking 
out 25,000, and inserting 15,000. Mr. W. said that 15,000 
copies would be amply sufficient to supply the demand for 
this document. It was avery voluminous one, and would | 
require some time to set it up. The number printed last ses- | 
sion of the same document was only 15,000. 

Mr. HENLEY hoped the amendreent proposed by the 
gentleman from Ohio would not prevail. Of the vast amount 
of printing done by Congress, this was about the only docu- 
ment in which the agriculturists and mechanics felt really 
interested. He would give a synopsis or sort of index of 
the contents of the report. Besides the usual account of 
the operations of the Patent Office, the list of patents issued 
and expired, receipts and expenditures, &c., it contains sevy- 
eral interesting papers relating to the electro-magnetic tele- 
graph, andthe newly invented electro-magnetic machine 
of Dr. Page; a description of unburnt brick; mode of ditch- 
ing; wooden railroads; reports of the examiners of patents 
on the progress of the arts and sciences; a notice of the de- 
cisions respecting the extension of patents; the claims issued 
during the past year; the agricultural report, which, besides 
the usual statistics of the crops, &c., contains an able com- 
munication on the Hessian fly, and an account of other in- 
sects that affect the wheat crop; an account of the varie- 
ties of wheat and modes of husbandry, &c.; numerous valu- 
able papers on corn, hemp, flax, &c.; an analysis of the 
different grains, showing their adaptation to different pur- 
poses; a review and condensed statement of the potato dis- 
ease, with preventives which have been thought to be 
most successful; on the culture of tobacco; means to obvi- 
ate the over-production of cotton, and modes to increase its 
consumption; analysis of rice; remarks on thé production of 
silk, mode of producing white sugar from maple; additional 
notices of the manufacture ofcornstalk sugar, and methods of 
obviating the principal difficulties hitherto attending that 
manufacture; a new mode of producing sugar from pota- 
toes, as practised in England: account of madder, cultiva- 
tion, &e., also of other new products; extracts from Von 
Thair’s celebrated Principles of Agriculture; on the feeding 
of stock, and the manufacture of the carcasses of cattle 
and sheep into tallow; manures; markets, home and for- 
eign, kc. 

This (said Mr. H) was the character of the report. Its 
contents are upon subjects mainly connected with the in- 
terests of the laboring classes of the country; and it is re- 
markable that the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. We.ver] 
should interpose an objection to the printing of this particu- 
lar paper, whilst he has remained perfectly silent while we 
have been ordering the printing of immense piles of docu- 
ments that are never read by anybody, and never ought to 
be. Mr. H. said this report. on account of its peculiar char- 
acter, was more eagerly sought after by the people than 
any and all other matter printed by Congress. He was 
himself in favor ofa much larger number, and had agreed 
to the resolution as reported, because he feared a greater 
number would be lost. He hoped the amendment would 
not be adopted, and that twenty-five thousund would be the 
number agreed to. He desired a large number for distribu- 
tion among his constituents. He had already received vari- 
ous orders for them from different parts of his district; and 
he was assured by many around him that the demand was 
very general. He was seldom in favor of the propositions 
made for printing; and in this case his vote for the largest 
number proposed was in violation of a general rule. 

Mr. J. W. DAVIS moved the previous question; under the 
operation of which the amendment was rejected; and the 
resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. HENLEY then moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution was adopted; and, in taking the ques- 
tion, the reconsideration was rejected. 

Mr. HARDIN moved to suspend the rules, for the House 
to resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole on the bill 
to reduce the rates of postage. 

The SPEAKER said the question would be put on sus- 
pending the rules. The gentleman was aware he could not 
now designate any particular bill for the committee to act 
on. 

The question was put on Mr. Harpin’s motion; and, it be- 
ing carried, 

The House resolved itselfinto Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union—Mr. Wetter of Ohio in the chair. 

The CHAIR stated that the business before the committee 
was the bill providing for extending the jurisdiction of the 
United States over the Territory of Oregon. 

Mr. HARDIN asked the gentleman to yield him the floor, 
to enable him to move to lay the bill aside, and take up the 
bill to reduce the rates of postage. 

Mr. THOMPSON declined assenting to the gentleman's 
request, and observed that he would prefer finishing the 
subj ect the committee was then on. 

Mr. T. said that, considering the importance of the sub- 
ject, and the momentous consequences with which it was 
fraught to the government of the United States, he would 
have been better pleased if those who intended to oppose 
this bill had first obtained the floor, and explained the 
grounds of their opposition. It had been claimed by some 
that this Oregon question was a northern one, and that it 
had fallen into the peculiar guardianship of northern men. 
He denied it. The North was no more interested in it than 
the South. The only question was, is this territory ours? 
and can we take possession of it consistently with our trea- 
ty obligations? If it was a part of our country, it was as 
much a southern question as it was a northern question. 
There had been rather an unfair insinuation from a certain 
quarter of the House that we should hear nothing from the 
executive on the subject of Oregon until the Texas bill 


passed the Senate. Now, he considered the Texas and Ore 
gon questions as kindred measures; and he felt sure that no 
representative here would take the responsibility to make 
his vote on this measure dependent on the fate of the Teaas 
question. 

But was it our duty to extend our jurisdiction over the 
Oregon territory? tie believed that public sentiment hed 
settled this question. He believed that the public mind was 
as firmly fixed on the oo of Oregon as it was on the 
annexation of Texas. He believed that, at the last canvass, 
the subjects of Texas and Oregon occupied as large a space 
inthe public mind as any other subjects that were brought 
in issue. He believed that, by the election of Polk and Dal- 
las, these questions were clearly and decisively settled by 
the American people. But we are not called on now (said 
Mr. T.) to decide upon our title to this country. if we were 
called on to decide our right to the exclusive a? of 
Oregon, the question would be a different one. le did not 
intend now to say anything on that subject. But we are 
only called on to say how far we can go and not commit a 
breach of our existing treaty stipulations, which we could 
not do; for we all knew that a treaty is the supreme law of 
the land, and that any luw of Congress infringing it would 
be a nullity. The question therefore was to determine how 
far we can extend our jurisdiction. Can we erect aterrito- 
rial government! Can we have magistrates and courts there 
to protect our citizens? 

After reading a clause of the treaty of 1815, he asked what 
was our title before the execution of that treaty. In 1819 
we became possessed of the Spanish title, but our prior title 
was based on the grants of 1503, and on discovery of our 
own navigators. He then went into a description of the un- 
settled state of the valley of the Mississippi, and the length 
of the journey to Oregon, as a reason for our neglect to ex- 
ercise ownership. He also recapitulated the provisions of 
treaties to wand the subjects of Great Britain were allowed 
to form settlements for the purposes of trade. 

Some conversation ensued between Mr. THOMPSON and 
Mr. ADAMS, respecting our title to the territory beyond 
49 ae of north latitude. He then proceeded to quote 
British statesmen to show that the right and title was admit- 
ted to be in this country; and then asked what was our pre- 
sent condition. We claim exclusive sovereignty, by virtue 
of the treaty of 1819, by which we obtained the Spanish 
title to the territory from 49 degress of north latitude to 64 
degrees 40 minutes. Could we, then, send magistrates there, 
and erect forts? Could we exercise that jurisdiction which 
all governments exercise over their own peculiar territory! 
He insisted that we could, and without giving the stipulated 
notice to Great Britain to terminate the joint occupancy. 
England had given this construction to the agreement be- 
tween us, wakes had extended the jurisdiction of Lower 
Conada overall her subjects in that territory. 

She sent her magistrates, erected her forts, and exercised 
all the powers and privileges of a sovereign government over 
that territory. She extended her laws there,and subjected our 
citizens to those laws, andin return she offered our citizens 
only the privilege of trading there. An objection to this 
bill was, that by erecting our territory there we extended 
our laws over British subjects. But they did the same 
thing on their part, and now, when difficulties arose between 
British subjects and our subjects in that territory, our sub- 
jects were liable to be sent over by them to Lower Canada 
fortrial. This she justified by her menepeanitian of the 
treaty of 1818. Had we not the same rights 

But the great objection inthis case, as he understood, 
was not that we extended our jurisdiction over that terri- 
tory, but that we provided for grants of land hereafter; and 
that this included exclusive sovereignty. He read trom a 
law of Parliament showing that they had extended in behalf 
of their subjects, the common law rights of land over that 
territory, and this she claimed under our treaty with her. 
But our rights under the treaty of 1818 followed up and 
strengthened by the treaty of 1827 (both which he examin 
ed) were not equal to those of Great Britain, but superior, 
because our title was better; they had never claimed sove- 
reignty there but only equal privileges in trade. But this 
bill did not propose to one special grants; but such was its 
modesty that it extended none of our ordinary grants of 
land over this country; it merely promised these grants 
hereafter when it should be in our power to give them. Teo 
do this, he argued it was not necessary to give them the no- 
tice provided for the termination of the joint occupation. 
This House was not prepared to do that at this time; but 
this bill could be passed without ine that step. We 
acted, in the passage of this bill, under the treaty; we did 
not, thereby, violate—we did not annihilate—that treaty. 
Heretofore there had been some excuse for delay to take 
this step, because our citizens were but temporarily there, 
engaged intrade; but now our emigrants were gathering 
from every portion of this Union, and were sealed for- 
ward and locating on the fertile soil of that beautiful valley 
of Oregon, and they now demanded the exercise of our 
rights, under treaty, in their protection. They asked for 
our laws and magistrates to suppress vice cat encourage 
virtue; and this, he argued, could not militate against the 
interests of Great Britain, nor could she reasonably object 
to it. 

It was insisted that there would be conflicting jurisdiction. 
But were we to allow our citizens to remuin unprotected 
at the mercy of English magistrates, because, forsooth, 
England had first exercised their rights? No: the public 
voice of the country, justice itself, pronounced a negative 
to this. We had but to extend our laws to give protection 
to our citizens there; and if a conflict for jurisdiction was 
to come, he said let it come. But no such result would 
rightfully follow; and he would not so fur impeach the mo- 
tives and character of England as to suppose that they would 
ensue. All Americun statesmen admitted that this country 
helonged to us. If, then, this bill did not infringe upon the 
rights of English subjects, it was unworthy of our govern- 

ment, a stigma on our fair name. to fail to pass it. and to 
extend to our citizens that proiection which they had a right 
to demand. 

Mr. T.’s hour having expired, 

Mr. McCLERNAND obtained the floor, and commenced 
with some preliminary remarks, in which he referred to the 
magnitude of the question, and said that the people of the 
country demanded serious, decided, final action upon this 
question. It was regarded asa natiopal and else as a sec- 
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tional question. As a national question, because it involved 
questions of boundary, jurisdiction, and protection to the 
citizens of the United States; as a sectional question, it was 
considered by the people of the valley of the Mississippia 
question of border safety, of territorial limits, of relative 
wealth, population, and power, as an integral portion of this 
Union, and in boththese points of view, immediate, con- 
clusive action was demanded by the people of their repre- 
sentatives. 

if war should come ont of this measure, let it come: their 
motto and their sentiment are, ‘millions for defence, noth- 
ing for tribute.” If war should arise out of this subject, 
how willit arise? It would be because of the criminal de- 
lays of our government in pressing our just claims to this 
territory, which is rightfully ours. France and England at 
one time held dominion over different parts of this conti- 
nent, and fora long time difliculties existed between them 
in relation to their respective boundaries. Neither party 
would concede to the other, and the result was along and 
bloody war. Now, the same thing was likely to occur to 
us; for, if war should grow out of this measure, it would be 
because we have been criminally negligent, in failing to in- 
sist on our undoubted rights. The obligations between a 
government and its citizené were, protection on the one 
side, and obedience and service on the other. How could 
these reciprocal obligations be carried out—how could the 
lives, liberties, and property of the citizens be protected— 
while the government tailed to fix its boundaries? The cit- 
izen, if he treads on doubtful territory, exposes himself to 
imprisonment, and even to the loss of life; and such, in- 
deed, had been the fate of hundreds of our citizens who 
have emigrated to the Oregon Territory to build upa vast 
empire, like their brethren who have gone to the western 
country. 

There the citizens of the United States have been held 
amenable to the civil and criminal jurisdiction of the au- 
t rorities of Cireat Britain. Their persons have been seized 
upon for debt, and they have been transmitted from Oregon 
to Canadato be immured in Canadian dungeons. All this 
has resulted from the criminal negiect of this government 
to exercise its high functions, and thereby extend protec- 
tion to its citizens. But it was objected that they had not 
legal competence to pass this bill: first, because it would 
conflict with the treaty stipulations between our govern- 
ment and that of Great Britain; and, secondly, because we 
have nota sufficient title to all the territory. He should, in 
the first place, ;pToceed to examine these objections. The 
objects of the conventions of 1818and 1827 were not to set- 
tle the rights of sovereignty or of empire of either country 
to this territory. These conventions related altogether to 
trade, navigation, and fisheries. Let this be borne in mind. 
By the convention of 181s, the country of Oregon was 
made open for the purposes of trade and commerce, both to 
the citizens of the United States and of Great Britain; but 
the question of sovereignty was not touched, nor was it 
designed to be touched. Infact, there was an express dec- 
laration in the convention that it was not to be touched, 
Then, whether we have a right to extend our jurisdiction 
over Oregon, depends upon the question of severeignty; 
and how didthat question stand? It was a fact that, before 
the convention of 1827, we were in possession of this Ter- 
ritory. 

In 1810 the Missouri Fur company established various 
trading posts in the country, and in 1505 and 1806 Messrs. 
Lewis aad Clark took formal possession of it in the name of 
the United States. In 1811 Astoria was established under 
the auspices of a trading company of New York, atthe head 
of which was John Jacob Astor, of that city. There cul- 
tivation was in progress; trade was carried on with the na- 
tives, andthe furs received from them were transported to 
China. We had therefore possession of the country prior 
to 1818, when, by the convention of that year, we granted 
to Great Britain only the privileges of trade and commerce. 
if, then, we had possession of the country, and there was no 
restriction on our sovereignty by this convention, we may 
safely passthis bill without infringing the stipulations of 
that convention. We had the strongest evidence that our 
possession was rightful; because, by the treaty of Ghent of 
1814, it was provi-led that all places taken by either govern- 
ment from the other during the war should be delivered up. 
Astoria, under this provision, was restored, which would 
not have been done Rad Great Britain considered herself as 
having any right to thecountry. The very fact of the res- 
toration of Astoria, under the provisions of the treaty of 
Gheut, was an implied recognition of our right on the part 
of Great Britain, anda renunciation of any right of hers. 
If. then, we had possession of the country, and we had an 
implied recognition by Great Britain of our right, surely we 
might now safely enforce that right by the passage of the 
bill on the table.” If any gentleman would refer to the cor- 
respondence which took place between ¢ ol. Prevost, who 
was appointed by our government to receive that post from 
the British, and the agents of the British government who 
were to deliver it, he would there find the contemporaneous 
understanding of the treaty was, that the sovereignty of 
this country was in the United States; and that, when it was 
restored to the United States, Great Britain was to have no 
other privileges in it but those of trade and commerce. 

Asthen, there was no limitation and restriction on our 
sovereingty by the conventions of 1818 and 1827, why 
should they not pass this bill when the public interest re- 
quired it, and the popular voice demanded it?) Assuming 
that there was nothing inthe conventions of 1818 and 1827 
to prevent the House trom — this bill; he would next 
inquire if there was any defect in our title which ought also 

to oppose it. He admitted that if there was any doubts as to 
our title, the bill should not be passed; but he proposed to 
examine this question, and if he could get the attention of 
the committee, he thought he could satisfy them that our 
title to the whole length and breadth of Oregon was clear 
and indisputable. Mr. Me, then entered into a critical and 
historical examination of the title of the United States by 
discovery, by treaties with France and Spain, and by occu- 
pancy, showing it to be a perfect and valid title, and one 
which Great Britain had not the sadow of a pretence to dis- 
pute. 

He recapitulated the treaty stipulations by which we de- 
rived our title, and noticed the discoveries by our own nav- 
igators, reading extracts from their narratives in illustration 
of his position, showing that the claims of English naviga- 
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tors were groundless, our navigators having made prior 
discoveries. He said it appeard to him, and he thought it 
would appear to the candid world, that Great Britain had no 
valid title to that territory. That domain was vested alone 
and exclusively in the United States by the treaty of 1819, 
and the discoveries of our own navigators; and it was then 
no longer a question of title, but one of boundary only. 
Could, then, the treaty-making power surrenderany portion 
of that territory to which our title was indisputable? He 
denied that it could; but if it should, then the inhabitants of 
that territory would be restored to their primitive rights, and 
they would be authorized to resort to their own strong arms 
to maint@in those rights which their government would 
have abandoned. He would, however, warn gentlemen that 
a surrender of any portion of the Oregon would not receive 
the sanction of the people of the West, or of the great val- 
ley of the Mississippi; and he went on to show that the propo- 
sition of Mr. Clay, in 1826, to surrender part of this territo- 
ry, had contributed much to his defeat at the late election. 
He then spoke of the extent of that territory —being equal to 
12 degrees, running north and south, and 500 miles from the 
Pacific ocean to the Rocky mountains, embracing 550,000 
square miles. He said it was twice as large as England, Ire- 
land, Scotland, and Wales together, whose wealth and 
power had given that “‘sea-girt isle” the power by which na- 
tions were subjugated to her will. He next spoke of the 
quality and fertility of the soil of the Oregon, and the agri- 
cultural advantages which it afforded. Many of our citizens 
had explored that country, and from them we had the most 
favorable reports of the productiveness of its soils. It was 
a country, too, which was valuable for its minerals; it was 
watered, too, by valuable streams. The Columbia river was 
navigable to a great extent; and even beyond that, it aftord- 
eda useful power for the working of machinery. At the 
mouth of the Columbia, too, a city must spring up which 
would be one of our great commercial emporiums, by which 
we should be enabled to carry on an extensive trade with 
China. He was proceeding to speak of the power of Great 
Britain, and the exercise of it in the affairs of nations, when 
the chairman of the committee announced the termination 
ofthe honorable gentleman’s hour. 

Mr. OWEN said he had risen for the purpose of making a 
very few remarks on this question, and those were of a busi- 
ness character. He however should not have said a word 
now, but for some opinions which had been expressed by 
the chairman of the Committee on Territories, [Mr. A. V. 
Brown,] the gentlemen from Alabama, [Mr. Betser,] and the 
gentlemen who had spoken to-day, to the effect that we had 
a perfect right, and indeed that there were no scruples in 
regard to the pasvage of this bill, without, at the same time, 
passing a joint resolution to determine the joint occupancy 
of this territory. It would be recollected that, at the last 
session, he introduced such a joint resolution, which was 
now on the calendar of the Committee of the Whole on the 
state ofthe Union. Now, he would not say that they had 
no right to pass this bill, or that we transcended any law by 
its passage as it stood with its land clanse—for that appear- 
ed to be the most important point—but it did appear to him 
that they were going beyond the spirit of the convention by 
which we were bound; and in politics, as in morals, ifan act 
were doubtful, it would be wiser to abstain from its exer- 
cise. 

Mr. BELSER explained. He said he had expressly ad- 
mitted, in his argument yesterday, that the donation princi- 
ple contained in this bill was the going of one step further 
than Great Britain had gone. 

Mr. OWEN resumed, and said that the gentleman from 
Mississippi had argued that they had the right to pass 
this bill without giving the notice to Great Britain to ter- 
minate the joint occupancy. He then read from the articles 
agreed upon by the convention, which were reaffirmed in 
1527, to show the terms on which the joint occupancy was 
based. He also called the attention of the committee to the 
proceedings of the negociation as a commentary on the 
treaty, and read extracts from it as it was published in 
document 199, Ist session of the 20th Congress. 

Now, he contended that we had no right to grant lands, 
and we had no right, on the same principle, to promise lands 
unless we had exclusive sovereignty; that we were trans- 
cending the spirit, if not the letter, of what was right and 
just in so doing. The gentleman said Great Britain had done 
this. Jt seemed to him (Mr. O.) that the act of Parliament 
to whichthe gentleman had referred did not show this fact; 
but if they had done it, it was our duty to protest against it. 
It was not politically—it was not mene right; it was like 
one promising to convey a piece of land in five years 
to which he did not know he should ever obtain title. He 
believed, before we promised, even prospectively, that we 
ought to give notice to Great Britain for the termination of 
the joint occupancy. He was not for sneaking into that Ter- 
ritory; he went for going into it ina plain, straightforward 
manner. He was rejoiced to hear frem the opposite side of 
the House, the gentleman from Massachusetts re: Avams] 
express his willingness to go forward and give that notice. 

He was not disposed to operate against this bill, but he 
gave notice, as soon as it passed, that he should move to 
take up this joint resolution for the notice for the termina- 
tion of this joint occupancy. 

Mr. A: V. BROWN (chairman of the Committee on Ter- 
ritories) wished to make an inquiry with reference to the 
point that we were granting and parceling out the tern- 
tory which we knew was not ours. His position was, 
that we were promising grants which we believed we 
should be able Lecanther to comply with. We believed in 
our title, and we were willing to give promises to our set- 
tlers under that belief. Would nota proviso under the sec- 
tion be satisfactory to the gentleman that these promises of 
grants should be subject to the decision of any controversy 
now pending between the two countries? 

Mr. OWEN resumed. He was afraid, if that would be 
satisfactory to the gentleman, it would not be at aii to the 
settlers. He should be sorry to take land on such condi- 
tions. Our title to that whole country was perfect, saving 
the restrictions wejourselves had placed . it by this con- 
vention, and we ought to get rid of it. Great Britain had 
never claimed exclusive jurisdiction; she had disclaimed any 
right in the soil there. 

Mr. THOMPSON. Does she say Oregon belongs to us? 

Mr.OWEN. No;she does not; but she does not say it be- 
longs to her. The burden of the proof was with the gentle- 


man to show that Great Britain had ever exercised the rig} 

to grant any lands in Oregon. If she had done so, we fon wy 
to protest solemnly against it, and declare ita cause of — 
and not simply to say, as she had done wrong, we would 
do sotoo. Our title was undisputed, and he would », : 
therefore, enter into that argument. He merely meant ’ : 
say this in regard to the matter of there bein any danger ¥, 
this leading to war. Why not pass the resolution at wate 
and have done with it? If there was danger of its leading 
to war, there was quite as much danger jn passin 

this bill, by which we promise, and in five yean 
we must exercise the right, of giving absolute 
indefeasible title to our own citizens. As far as the chance 
of quarrel went, he believed difficulties far more likely “+4 
arise if we proceeded to pass such a law with the possibili. 
ty of Great Britain retaliating in passing such a law: he 
did not know that she would do it. If she did, what was the 
consequence? That two governments would come into 
conflict under the most unfavorable circumstances, where 
the rifle would be used at a distance from the seats of their 
respective governments; and if the rifle was used, see if we 
could muke up the quarrel without making a general war? 
He repeated, he was for going in this matter straightforward 
and openly to work. He thought it time that the joint occu. 
pation should cease; if gentlemen said it would place diff. 
culties in the way of the negotiation, he differed ion. them, 
he believed it would rather facilitate it. : 


Mr. A. V. BROWN (Mr. O. yielding for explanation) said 
the reason why the Committee on Territories had confined 
themselves exclusively to the originating a territorial gov- 
ernment was, that they did not conceive it a proper ques- 
tion, nor did he think it a proper question now in this 
House to say anything at all whether this notice should be 
given to Great Britain under the treaty or not. We believed 
it important to extend our laws over Oregon; that proposi- 
tion stood by itself; the other was a disputed proposition, 
the negotiation of which was going on at the time this re. 
port was made—at the last session—and it belonged to the 
executive. It would be an accumulation of difficulties in 
doing this, which everybody believed proper to do if the 
question of notice was brought into this discussion. That 
was the reason why he had great objection to anythin 
being said or done with reference to this notice on this bill 
It belonged to another branch of this government; it was 
involved in difficulties peculiar to itself, and of which this 
bill did not partake. 


Mr. OWEN resumed. In reference to the giving this no- 
tice being a matter which concerned the executive alone, he 
believed it would be a greater responsibility, considering 
the difference of feeling here, than any executive would be 
willing to take. He knew they had not the right to instruct 
him; he might decline to comply with it; but in regard to 
this matter, which the gentleman said might lead to war, it 
was so important that the war-making power ought to accord 
evidence to the executive, that they were willing to sustain 
him. He did not say that the President had not the power 
to give this notice, but upon them ought to fall the respon. 
sibility. 

In regard to embarrassing the bill, that was far from his 
intention. He would offer no amendment to it. But 
as soon as the bill passed, he desired to say he should cal! 
up the joint resolution requesting the President to give no- 
tice to the British government{for the termination of this 
joint occupancy; believing that when we passed this bill, 
we did that which morally bound us to pass this joint 
resolution also. This was all he desired to say. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL addressed an inquiry to the chair- 
mun of the Committee on Territories, [Mr. A. V. Brown,] 
the purport of which could not be gathered by the reporter. 

Mr. BROWN. in reply, said he had spoken on the point 
whether the contemplated grant of lands in future, under 
this bill, would be a violation of any existing treaty stipula- 
tions between the two countries. He had expressed the 
opinion that it would not be; but if there were doubts on 
the subject, he would be willing that a provision should be 
inserted that the future grants of land promised by this bill 
should be subject to any decision of pending quéstions be- 
tween the two countries. 


Mr. INGERSOLL said the gentleman had not understood 
his inquiry. He did not object so much to the extensive 
grants of find proposed, as to our establishing our form of 
government before the very face of the agreement that re- 
mained that the country should be left free and open to the 
people of both governments—a form of government which 
was exclusive, and entirely inconsistent with the establish- 
ment of a British government there. It was utterly impossi- 
ble, unless they destroyed the whole bill prepared with so 
much care by the Committee on Territories, to introduce a 
clanse that nothing in itshould conflict with the integrity 
of treaties between this government and the British govern 
ment, inasmnch as it directly violated and disregarded 
them altogether. And hethought the gentleman from In- 
aoe Owen] had been the first member on this floor to 
defend the honor and ae ofthis country. He doubted 
not our title to that country, but he argued the paramount 
importance, above oer other consideration, of preserving 
inviolate our national faith, and untarnished our national 
honor, which were inconsistent with the course of proceed- 
ing proposed by this bill. 

Mr. I. contended that the passage of this bill would be a 
violation of our treaty stipulations with Great Britain, which 
provided that the citizens of both nations should have the 
privilege of occupyiug the country; and that if we hada 
right to introduce our governor and magistrates and our 
laws in it, Great Britain would have the same right, and 
then the anomaly would be presented of a monarchical 
government and a government with republican institutions 
inthe same country. He expressed his doubts whether any 
violations of the rights of our citizens had been committed 
lately in the Ovegon Territory. He had heard of murders 
and outrages thathad been committed a long time ago, but 
he believed there had been none for the last fifteen years. 
He deprecated the war spirit which had been excited on 
this subject, and for which he thought there was no possi- 
ble excuse. : 

A message was here received from the President of the 
United States, by Mr. Jonn Ty er, his sere? when _ 

Mr. INGERSOLL said that as it was possible that this 


message might relate to the subject on which they were 
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jebating, he would move that the committee rise, so as to 


tit be read. : 
it ye committee accordingly rose, and reported progress; 


h 
A SPEAKER communicated to the House the message 
iyst received, which was one transmitting certain resolutions 
of the legislature of Illinois, just received by the President 
from the governor of that State. 

On motion of Mr. A. V. BROWN, : 

The House again resulved itself into aCommittee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union; and : 

Mr. J.R. INGERSOLL resumed, and concluded his re- 
me HAMLIN obgerved that in the few remarks he 

sroposed to make on the question before the committee, he 
should not trespass on their atience or attention in recapi- 
tulating the authorities on which it was proposed to exer- 
cise jurisdiction over the Oregon Territory, or examining 
our title by treaty, discovery, or settlement. He had heard 
no gentleman question the authority by which we held the 
country, and he had heard no gentleman express a doubt of 
the right by which we held it to a certain point. He would, 
however, suggest to the gentleman who introduced the bill, 
acertain modification which he thought would remove 
every doubt and difficulty from the minds of all the mem- 
bers present. That was, to amend the bill, so as to leave 
the boundaries indefinite, andthen the passing of the bill 
would be doing no more than what had been by Great 
Britain already. I ee 

in ancient times, the cry, “I am a Roman citizen,” was 
enough to protect the citizen who made it, throughout 
the widely extended Roman empire; and he wanted the 
name of an American citizen to protect the owner of it 
throughout this continent. Let us extend the exgis of our 
institutions over that vast country by passing this bill, and 
it will give to the thousands of our citizens who are settled 
there, the protection to which they are justly entitled. 
The gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. J. R. Incersout]) 
spoke of the war spirit which he said was growing up 
amongst us. He begged leave to differ with the gentleman. 
it was not a War spirit, but a spirit of firmness which he 
saw rising throughout the country. His motto was, neither 
rashness nor diflidence; and he, therefore, would support 
the principles of this bill, as it was intended to secure our 
rights without infringing those of Great Britain. 

The whole history of the British government for 
centuries past had been one of usurpation and ag- 
gression. The policy of that government was to 
plant her foot on some sonatey and then bring 
to bear her diplomatic skill, which made the negotia- 
tions always result in her favor. As an instance of this 
policy, and the success which followed from it, Mr. H. 
alluded to the British usurpation of a valuable portion of 
the territory of Maine, the State he represented, and the 
negotiations by which that State was curtailed of part of 
her fair proprotions. And here he begged leave to correct 
a misaprehension which existed in the minds of many 
members of that House. It had keen stated, and generally 
believed, that the authorities of Maine assented tojthe treaty 
by which a part of her territory, and a portion of her cit- 
izens, were transferred to Great Britain. This was not so. 

Hesaid neither Maine nor Massachusetts, nor both to- 
gether, assented or agreed that Maine should be divided as 
she was by the treaty of 1841, which was known as the 
treaty of Washington. 

Mr. WINTHROP was understood to inquire if Maine had 
not accepted the compensation which was agreed to be 
paid to her. 

Mr. HAMLIN said he believed there was no difference 
between Maine and Massachusetts on that subject; but his 
colleagues would bear him out in the assertion, that the le- 
gislature of Maine refused, absolutely refused to assent to 
the ceding of one solitary inch of soil, unless there were 
contiguous territory given in exchange forit. It was true 
that they appointed commissioners, but to what did they 
assent? That the treaty-making power—the Senate, in 
whose hands and keeping were the the honor and integrity 
of Maine—should pass onit. She yielded to the treaty-ma- 
king power the guardianship of their honor, and the privi- 
lege to say how far Maine was bound to yield. And the 
treaty was ratified against the well known wishes of the 
representatives of Maine on this floor, and the only demo- 
cratic senator from Maine inthe other body. So far, then, as 
Maine was concerned, she never gave her assent to any con- 
cession further than the placing of her rights and honor in 
the keeping of the Senate. True, after the treaty received 
the sanction of the Senate, she received back some of the 
money which she had expended in protecting that territo- 
ry, but there was also a large part which they had ex- 
pended that never had been returned. He alluded to this 
forthe purpose of showing the necessity of prompt and 
energetic action in relationto the Oregon; and he repeated 
that the history of the British government had been one ot 
usurpation all over the world. In relation to the boundary 
of Maine, they had one marked by the finger of God, and 
which the British government had admitted to be ours; but 
the slow process of negotiation year after year, and by 
administration after administration, had resulted as he had 
shown. And like causes produce like effects. But again, 
he did not understand the gentleman from Indiana as mean- 
ingto incorporate inthis billa provision to suspend the 
joint occupancy, and to annul the article of the treaty by 
which it had been agreed to. 

Mr. OWEN explained. He had not expressed any wish 
toamend the bill or to obstruct its passage; but he had 
£iven notice that, as soon as this bill should pass, he should 
call up his resolution to terminate the joint occupancy. 

Mr. HAMLIN was glad to hear the explanation; and he 
agreed with the gentleman from Indiana, and gave his con- 
currence to the proposition which that gentleman had sub- 
mitted, and would vote for it with all cheerfulness. It was 
time that the joint occupancy should be terminated; and he 
would ask the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. J. R. 
IxcrRsoxt] if that was manifesting a war spirit. He was of 
Opinion that the only war that it would occasion would be 
one of paper bullets, and prevent one of amore sanguinary 
character. Prompt, energetic, and decisive action on our 
part was more likely to avoid a collision with a foreign pow- 
er than to lead to it. Nor could there be any impropriety 
in expressing to the executive the opinions of the represent- 








atives of the people on this subject, in language which 
would neither be disrespectful nor an interference with his 
duties. 

Mr. BELSER remarked that, if they took that step, the 
resolution to terminate the joint occupation would not take 
effect until the expiration of twelve months. 

Mr. HAMLIN said he understood, and was about to 
comment on that fact. He then continued his remarks, 
contending that the passage of the joint resolution could not 
be deemed disrespectful to the executive. ‘The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania had inquired in what manner they could 
exercise joint occupation of that territory with Great Brit- 
ain? He would ask that gentleman on what term’, and by 
what authority, was it that Great Britain was now exer- 
cising jurisdiction—by what greater authority was it than 
that which we possess? 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL replied that they had no right to 
pass this bill as it is; they had no right to pass any bill 
which would interfere with the free occupancy of that Ter- 
ritory by the citizens and subjects of both governments. 
He knew not thatthe British government exercised any ju- 
risdiction over it; if they did, two wrongs did not make a 
right. Ourcourse should be a different one. Much as he 
desired peace—the greatest blessing that God gave to men 
—yet, onaproper occasion, he should be ready to buckle 
onhis arms and stand by his friend from Maine, ready to 
defend his country against all its enemies. 

Mr. HAMLIN had no doubt that when they required the 
co-operation ofthe gentleman from Pennsylvania, he would 
be ready to give it; but he (Mr. H.) believed the day was 
distant when such co-operation would be requi-red by 
any but such as they were considering there. But, to re- 
turn to the subject from which he had departed. He under- 
stood that the British government was exercising jurisdic- 
tion over that Territory, and the citizens of this Union 
were held amenable to British law. 

Ifhe had not been misinformed, American citizens had not 
only been tried by, but executed under, British law—having 
been first taken to Canada for that purpose. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL said ifthe British government had 
done that, she had made herself amenable to those obliga- 
tions which one nation owes to another when she had done 
an avowed wrong; and war would be justifiable on our 
part. 

Mr. HAMLIN said he was stating the acts of the British 

overnment as he understood them, to show the necessity 
or prompt and energetic action. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania inquired why attempt the interference with this 
joint occupancy at this time, while negotiations are going 
on? That was the old cry which had been so long counded 
in theirears. Negotiation? Why, they had negotiated un- 
til they had dismembered the Union. They had negotiated 
on this subject for twenty years, and what had been gained 
by negotiation? He believed it was time now to give this 
notice, and thereby show the sense of the people upon it, 
and then one full year would be left for the negotiating par- 
ties to settle the question on proper terms, if it could be set- 
tled at all by negotiation. Years ago, when they wer 
about to enter upon the settlement of this question, the er 
was, “oh! we are about to negotiate,” or, “we are 
negotiating.” Now, he would do nothing rash in this 
matter; and he would avoid offence to uny one; but 
was there anything disrespectful in the terminating 
the treaty, or in saying in respectful language, that 
if, after one years, it shall be found that negotiation 
has been useless, the proper authorities may put an end to 
the existing state of things, that we might fall back on that 
titte, which is as good to that territory as our title is to any 
ofthe States of this Union? He should vote for the passage 
of this bill, although there might be some of its details 
which it might be proper to alter. One alteration he had 
already suggested, which would add to the friends of the 
measure—that is, to make the operation of the bill co-exten- 
sive with our territory, without defining our boundaries, 
which might possibly go beyond 54 degrees 40 minutes. 
What, he would ask, was to be gained by additional delay? 
He would ask his friend from Pennsylvania what he expect- 
ed to gain. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL replied, Compliance with our 
stipulations of 1813 and 1827. We should give to Great 
Britain the notice first. We ought, perhaps, to have done 
it fifteen years ago; but we had notdone so. Let it be done 
now. 

Mr. HAMLIN said he was for the notice and for the bill 
too; and he asked again, by what authority it was that the 
British government was exercising jurisdiction there. She 
understood her rights and our rights—co-extensive with 
hers. Weshould assert ours, that we might give protec- 
tion to American citizens, by extending to that Territory 
American laws. But his friend from Pénnsylvania objected 
to the bill, because he held that the notice should be given 
first. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL said, if the negotiations which 
were going on between the two governments should fail to 
produce any satisfactory result, he would go for the notice 
with all his heart. 

Mr. HAMLIN said he was bound to take the explanation 
of his friend from Pennsylvania. But when would negotia- 
tion end? Some 30 years the negotiation about the Maine 
boundary was continued, even after Great Britain had ad- 
mitted our title, and had requested permission that her 
troops might be conveyed across it; and it was then termi- 
nated by the loss of a portion of that territory. And even 
so in this matter. Indisputable as was our title, negotiate 
for twenty or thirty years, and it would only be terminated 
when a portion had been secured to the British government. 
Now he believed it was theirduty at once to throw the 
shield of American laws over American citizens. He was 
prepared to go for this bill. He was also prepared to go for 
the resolution of the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Owen,] 
and give notice of their intention to terminate the joint oc- 
cupancy of the eaeores and he believed he should then 
be prepared to goa step farther, and lay down bars of iron, 
and connect us with China from the coast of the Pacific. 
Thus they would bring Oregon nearer to this Capitol than 
she was afew years ago, by iron dug from Pennsylvania, 
stretched to the Far West; andthus that country would be 
the better able to enjoy all the advantages ofour blessed in- 
stitutions. 

Here the gentleman’s hour expired, 





Mr. ELMER wished to call the attention of the commit- 
tee to some objections tothe bill now before them, which 
had not been distinctly adverted to by those who had so 
well elucidated this subject. For one, he was ready to join 
now in passing u resolution, requesting the executive to 
give the required notice to terminate this joint possession. 
He would not add the qualification of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr.J. R. Incenrsoi.,) that we should weit 
and see what would be the result of the negotiation. Ia 
his judgment, this negotiation had dragged along long 
enough. It was time, in his opinion, that this negotiation 
was atan end, and that ourrights should be asserted. He 
was ready to go farther—to extend our laws over American 
citizens in Oregon, without waitiug for the result of the 
negotiation, or without fearing war. If this bill went no 
further than to extend our laws over our own citizens and 
settlements, he should be prepared to give it his vote; but 
it did go a great deal further; and, in his judgment, as at 
present advised, it went directly in the face of the letter 
and spirit of the treaty of 1818, and the confirmatory treaty 
of 1827. These treaties provided, in substance, that this 
territory should be conceded and treated by both parties as 
debatable ground, to which both parties claim a title, and 
the settlement of which title to be held in abeyance; and, 
in the meantime, both parties to have free ingress and 
egress, without molestation the one from the other. Age far 
as the treaty was concerned, there was no settlement of the 
question of possession, one way or the other. It had been 
called, by almost all who had spoken, a joint occupancy, 
which the treaty provided for. He agreed with the Com- 
mittee on Territories, that there was no distinct recogni- 
tion of occupancy, one way or the other. That question, 
like all other questions, was left for future settlement; but 
it did provide for free access, and for the exercise of such 
rights by the one party as by the other party there 

Now we proposed to establish a territorial government, 
by metes and bounds, including all we claimed—all that te 
which we had a good right, and all that to which, perhaps, 
in the opinion of others, we had a better right. And when 
he said this, he did not mean to put the same construction 
on the words good and better thet the venerable gentleman 
from Massachusetts had seemed to put upon these words of 
Mr. Jefferson in regard to a similar case—viz. that one 
claim was bad and the other good; but that both titles were 
good, butthat the one was, perhaps, more susceptible of 
proof thanthe other. It was estimated that our title waa 
good to 54 deg. 40 min.; and, in the opinion of some, it was 
a better title as far north as 49 deg. He would not go into 
the consideration of our title; it was admitted good by all 
nere, and was probably good to the whole territory; but he 
knew that the whole thing was under negotiation—that our 

overnment had repeatedly offered to give up the territory 
north of 49deg. Now we were abontto extend or gov- 
ernment over the whole of it; we were about to give rights 
to land, or inchoate rights, that was a possession, to give 
which, if continued five years, will entitle the possessor to 
the land. 

But this bill went further, and in very terms attempted to 
carry our jurisdiction over the citizens of Great Britain, 
which was, in his humble judgment, directly in the face of 
the treaty. Great Britain had made settlements, built forts, 
&c.; and now, by this bill, we proposed to extend our juris- 
diction over these forts and over theircitizens there. This 
was further than we were entitled to go, and further than 
Great Britain herself had gone. His objection was not to 
building forts on our part; he was perfectly willing to do 
this; but his objection was to our endestiibings to extend 
our laws over British forts. 

He asked the gentleman from Maine [Mr. Hamuin] by 
what authority he had stated to the House that American 
citizens had been taken to Canada and there executed for 
an infraction of British laws? It was not certainly on the 
authority ofany public document. There was no proof of 
it; it had never been complained of. He ventured to say, 
having carefuily read the British laws, that if any Ameri- 
can citizen chose to set up his defence that he was not with- 
in the purview of British laws, it would be allowed to him. 
It did not attempt the exercise of power over American citi- 
zens; and a proof of it was, as we had heard within a few 
days, that the American citizens in that territory had set 
up their own government there, and that within the very 
sound of the British cannon; and that without any inter- 
ference of the British authorities. 

Mr. HAMLIN stated that he had made the remark al- 
luded to on information gathered, he believed, from an ex- 
pose ot this matter by Mr. Brown, of Philadephia, ina 
small pamphlet on that subject. ; 
Mr. ELMER resuming, said if that fact was established, 
he concurred most fully with the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania, [Mr. J. R. InGexsour,) and from Indiana, [Mr. 
Owen,] that it was good cause of war. And when we ad- 
mitted that, we must remember what we admitted further as 
a corollary, viz: that the admission that this was a cause 
ofwar upon the British government, if it had undertaken 
to try and execute our citizens in the face of the treaty, 
was an admission that it would be a good cause of war on 
the part of the British government if we undertook to try 
and execute their citizens under our laws before we gave 
this notice. 
That was his objection to this bill. There was a provis- 
ion in the bill, as reported at the last session, that British 
subjects should be delivered up to the British authorities if 
arrested. This provision was also in the bill reported by 
the late Dr. Linn in the Senate. Heretofore, in both Houses, 
there was a proviso that our laws should not apply to Brit- 
ish subjects; we were bound to do this now, until the year 
of the required notice expired. It was important that we 
should do this, if we would maintain unimpaired our just 
rights to that territory, that we should not only abstain 
from infringing, but from appearance of infringing, on the 
rights of oten. It was better to err on the safe side, and 
he argued that there was no necessity of going so far. He 
trusted that this bill would be modified; he could not say, 
with the gentleman from Indiana, that he was willing to 
vote for it as it now stood, and he could not see how the 
predemen, with his own principles, could consent to vote 
or it. If this bill did infringe the treaty, why should we 
ut ourselves in this difficulty, when a@ bill, not having ef- 
ect - the Bmtish settlements, would answer our purpose 
as well? 
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Mr. E. having concluded, 
No gentleman rising to address the Chair, 
The question was taken on the pending amendment, to 
strike out, in the first section, the words “forty-nine,” and 
insert “forty,” (making fifty-four degrees forty minutes the 
northern boundary of the Territory ) 

Some conversation arose on a point of order, in which 
several gentlemen participated. 

Mr. WINTHROP moved to strike out the first section, in 
order to form a pending question for debate. 

Mr. W. HUNT obtained the floor; and yielded to 

Mr. P. KING, who offered an amendment to the first sec- 
tion, authorizing and requiring the President of the United 
States, on this bill becoming a law, to give the notice, and 
take the measures, required by any subsisting treaty, to 
terminate, in one year, all the rights, on the part of Great 
Britain, to the joint occupancy claimed by Great Britain in 
virtue of any such treaty. 

Mr. ADAMS said if this amendment was received, he 
should wish to move an amendment to it. 

The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out of order. 

Mr. HUNT resumed the floor, and again yielded to 

Mr. E. J. MORRIS, who moved that the committee rise. 

The question was twice taken, and no quorum voted. 
Thereupon 

The committee rose, and reported that fact to the House. 





@Mr. TIBBATTS asked leave to introduce a bill, notice of 


which he had previously given; but 

The CHAIR informed him that there not being a quorum 
present, it could not be received, 

The Lleuse then adjourned. 


The following notices of petitions, presented to-day, were 
were handed to the reporters by the members presenting 
them: 


By Mr. HOLMES: The petition of John B. Rodgers, of 


South Carolina, for ihe redemption of twenty pieces of 
stamp paper, purchased by him during the late war with 
Great Britain, and never used by him, nor heretofore re- 
turned to the Secretary of the Treasury: referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means 

By Mr GRINNELL: The petition of Isaac Paine and oth 
ers, of Wellfleet. for placing buoys in that harbor. 

By Mr. HARPER: The petition of Henry Mathews and 45 
other citizens of Muskingum county, Ohio, praying fora re- 
duction of postage and the abolition of the franking privi- 
lege. 

by Mr. A. P. STONE: The petition of 198 citizens of the 
State of Ohio, praying Congress to furnish James Russell 
with the means to erect a nationa) planetarium at Wash- 
ington: referred to the Joint Committee on the Library. 

By Mr. WHEATON: The petition of Charles Pardee, F. 
G. Jewett, George F. Leitch, J. C. Fuller, and 208 other citi- 
zens of Skaneateles, New York, asking a reduction in the 
rates of postage: referred to the Committee on the Post Of- 
fice and Fost Roads. 

By Mr. ROBINSON: Several petitions from Daniel Rich- 
ards and other citizens of New York and Brooklyn, pray- 
ing for the establishment of a warehouse system: referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. HENRY DODGE: Two petitions, signed by 173 
citizens of Racine county, Territory of Wisconsin, asking 
Congress foran appropriation for the completion of the har- 
bor at the mouth of Root river, town of Racine, in said Ter- 
ritory: referred to the Committee on Commerce. Alsoa 
memorial signed by 40 citizens of Brown county, Territory 
of Wisconsin, asking Congress for an appropriation for the 
improvement of the navigation of the Fox and Wisconsin 
rivers: referred to the Committee on Public Lands. Also 
the petition of 218 citizens of the village of New Diggings, 
in lowa county, ‘Territory of Wisconsin, asking Congress to 
rrant the citizens of said village pre-emption rights to their 
fots and improvements on the northeast quarter of section 
No. 26, intownship No. 1, north of range No. 1, of the fourth 
principal merician, agreeably to an act of Congress of the 
Sth of Februgry, 1829, with respect to Galena, entitled An 
act authorizing the laying off a town on Bean river, in the 
State of Illinois, and for other purposes. The petition refers 
to an act of Congress of the 2d July, 1836, making provision 
for the settlers at the towns of Dubuqe, Mineral Point, &c,, 
&e.: referred to Committee on Public Lands. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Frinay, January 31, 1845. 
The journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
COLT’S WATER PROOF CARTRIDGES. 


Mr. TIBBATTS introduced a joint resolution 
making appropriations for the purchase of water 
proof cartridges. It was read twice and committed. 

This resolution proposes to appropriate one-fourth 
of the fund now annually appropriated for the ar- 
mament and equipment of the militia for the pur- 
chase of Colt’s water proof cartridges. 

Mr. DUNCAN offered a resolution instructing 
the Committee on the Public Buildings to confer with 
Professor Morse and inquire if a more expeditious 
lan for the taking of the yeas and nays in this 

louse could be devised, and what would be the 
probable expense thereof. 

Objections were made, and the resolution was not 
received, 

Mr. HOUSTON presented documents in sup- 
port of the case of Robert Sharpe; which were refer- 
red to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

Mr. THOMASSON desired to present resolu- 
tions of the legislature of Kentucky on the subject 
oe and marine hospitals. 

. bjections were made, and they were not receiv- 
ed. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


NATURALIZATION. 
Mr. SAUNDERS pmeeenes a report and bill on 
i 


the subject of naturalization; read twice and refer- 
red to the Committee of the Whole on the state of ' 
th: Union. 


IOWA MILITIA. 
Mr. DEAN, from the Committee on the Militia, 


introduced a bill to provide for the payment of the 
Iowa militia, called into service in December, 
1839, 

It was read twice, and committed to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole. 

On the motion of Mr. LEVY, it was 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to furnish to this House, if not incompatible with 
the public interest, any further communications which may 
have passed between the government of Great Britain and 
our own, respecting the surrender of fugitive criminals 
from Florida, under the treaty of Washington, not hereto- 
fore furnished to this House. 


Mr. SUMMERS, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which was referred the bill from the 
Senate, entitled an act for the relief of the legal rep- 
resentatives of Pierre Menard, Josiah T. Betts, Ja- 
cob Flaman, and Edmund Roberts, of the State of 
Illinois, sureties of Felix St. Vrain, late Indian 
agent, deceased, reported the same without amend- 
ment, and it was committed to the Committee of the 
Whole House. 


OREGON BILL. 


Mr. WELLER offered a resolution in the usual 
form to terminate debate in Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union on the bill to establish a 
territorial government in Oregon at 2 o’clock on 
Saturday; and on this he moved the previous ques- 
tion. 

Messrs. Duncan and WETHERED were the tellers 
appoirted to take the vote on seconding the demand 
for the previous question; and they reported 74 in 
the affirmative and 42 in the negative; and so there 
was a second. 

The main question was ordered to be now put, 
and the resolution was adopted by a majority of 94 
to 65. 

Mr. WETHERED asked leave to report a bill 
from the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

’ Mr. HOPKINS objected, on account of the short- 
ness of the time remaining for the discussion of the 
Oregon question; and, on his motion, 


TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT FOR OREGON. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Wet- 
LER in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of 
the bill to establish a territorial government over 
Oregon, and for other purposes. 

Mr. W. HUNT was entitled to the floor. He 
yielded to 

Mr. A. V. BROWN, who sent up to the clerk’s 
table certain amendments which he intended to offer 
when in order, where they were read for the infor- 
mation of the committee. 

Mr. HUNT remarked that it appeared to be con- 
ceded on all sides that we had a perfect and un- 
doubted right to Oregon territory as embraced in 
this bill. It was unnecessary, therefore, to enter in- 
to a discussion of the question of title, or of the 
importance of the territory; but it was a question 
which transcended in importance any acquisition of 
territory: it was a question of national faith and na- 
tional honor, whether we would observe and regard 
the obligations of treaty meat and preserve 
the honor and integrity of this government, er pro- 
ceed, in a rash and impetuous spirit—a spirit of con- 
quest and acquisition, leaping over every barrier of 
plighted faith—to obtain that to which we conceived 
we had a perfect title. We could well repose a short 
time on a good title; it could suffer no harm from 
these delays, due to our faith with other govern- 
ments and to ourselves. 

It has been remarked that this bill was not incon- 
sistent with the article of the treaty, which rendered 
it necessary for either party to give to the other a 
notice of twelve months prior to the termination of 
the joiat occupancy of the territory. What did the 
bill, propose? The exercise of the highest attributes 
of sovereignty; it created and established a govern- 
ment of full and complete jurisdiction over the whole 
of Oregon, a portion of which was in dispute be- 
tween this country and Great Britain, which juris- 
diction was extended over all classes of citizens, 
whether of Great Britain or of the United States. 
Ithas been conceded here by the advocates of this 
bill, that if Great Britain had taken jurisdiction of 


American citizens, and tried, and executed them 
under her laws it would be a just cause of way on 
our part; for the same reason the creation and esta|:. 
lishment on our part of a government over this terri. 
tory was, beyond all question, equivalent to an act 
of war, on the principles of international law. 

He referred to the two statutes of Great Britain 
bearing on the Oregon territory, to show that Great 
Britain had not assumed to take jurisdiction of any 
territory or citizen of the United States; but on the 
contrary, had made an express reservation in these 
acts that they should not operate over either—the 
contrary of which had been alleged here, and been 
relied on as a justification for the course of pro- 
ceeding proposed by us. 

He adverted to the circumstances out of which 
had resulted the treaty ef 1818, renewed in 1897 
which left this country free and open to the citizens 
of both governments; to the reluctance with which 
that government had acceded to the proposals of our 
minisiers in the ratification of that treaty; and he 
urged that after thus obtaining jthese stipulations, 
after thus going on under it for more than one-fourth 
of a century, we should be the last people in the 
world to move counter to the provisions and guaran- 
ties of the treaty without giving the required year's 
notice to the British government. 

Mr. H. next came to notice Mr. Owen’s remarks 
of yesterday. That gentleman had said that this bill 
was a violation, if not of the letter, at least of the 
spirit, of this convention. He much regretted that 
the argument of the gentleman, which had _ been felt 
to be of so much weight with others, iad not been 
convincing to the gentleman himsetr, end that his 
conclusions had not been in conformity with his 
reasoning. 

He thought that notice should first be given to 
the British government that the joint occupancy 
should cease, and then it would be time enough to 

ass this bill. For one, that his views might not 

” misapprehended, he would say that he was wil- 
ling to goas faras any body to assert our rights 
to the country, provided it was done in such a way 
asnot t> impair the geod faith of the nation. If 
the » gutiation which was in progress should not 
terminate favorably within a reasonable time, he 
was for giving to the British government the twelve 
months’ notice required by the convention of 1818, 
and he would then be willing to take any proper 
measures for securing possession of the country. 
He was aware that it was considered a very high 
degree of patriotism to indulge in_ reflections 
against England. He was not the apologist of that 
nation. There was much of her proceedings in 
regarn to the acquisition of foreign territory that 
he disapproved of; but it was not for us to con- 
sider shel Great Britain has oppressed her 
subjects in India or in Canada. We are to deter- 
mine how we are to act towards a friendly power 
with whom we are at peace and in amity, and pre- 
serve our treaty stipulations and friendly relations 
with her. He must say that the conduct of the 
British government in every thing relating to this 
territory had been such, as faras he was informed, 
as to give us no just cause of complaint. Have 
they proposed to terminate the joint occapancy? 
Have they done any thing to infringe our rights? 
Far from it. They had manifested every disposi- 
tion to deal with this government justly and fairly 
in relation to this matter. 

A few months ago, Great Britain sent a special 
embassy to this government, for the purpose of ne- 
gotiating on this subject. Ought we to complain of 
this? That certainly indicated a friendly policy on 
their part, and a desire to conciliate. That minister 
was now here, doing all in his power to bring the 
negotiation te a close; and, while that negotiation 
was in progress, without there being any reason on 
the part of this House to believe that it would fail, 
this proceeding was instituted, which brought all 
negotiations to a close, violated our treaty stipula- 
tions with Great Britain, and furnished just cause 
for war. Suppose the position of the two countries 
was reversed, and that the Parliament of Great 
Britain, without giving us the notice required by the 
treaty, should pass a law extending the jurisdiction 
of that country over the whole territory: why, the 
tocsin of war would be sounded throughout the 
whole length and breadth of the land, if England 
should attempt to establish a territorial government 
in Oregon. The act would be denounced within 
these walls, and before the le; and, in every 


quarter of the country, we should hear the voice of 


triotic indignation against British usurpation and 
ritish aggression on the rights of this country. 
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